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SPANDAU BALLET

new 7" & 12" single

“tll thy for you™

o

Em”

Va ’4
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*strictly limited edition



EW MEN have ever pulled the strings better than Gerry

Anderson, legendary TV conjurer, illusionist and entertainer,

and now you can peek behind the scenes and see how he did it.

FANDERSON — the official Gerry Anderson appreciation soclety

— have organised a convention on August 17, 18 and 19 at the
Bloomsbury Crest Hotel, Russell Square, London for the man who
created Thunderbirds, Stingray, Captain Scarlet and the Terrahawks
amongst others. There'll be competitions, special guests, extra
terrestrials and puppets, puppets, puppets. Tickets are £12 for
members, £15 for non memgm.

Australian band the Go Betweens, namely Part Company’,

WHEN IT comes to the title of the latest single by ace
do the opposite and do your damnedest to get acquainted

vith it.
The Go Betweens have been swimming in critical praise for some
fme now, though chart watchers may not have heard of the band
efore. On ‘Part Company’, the Go Betweens combine Robert
lorster's angst ridden vacals with Grant Melenan’s deceptively
imple guitar phrases which | guarantee you'll be humming after
wo plays.

A record to fall in love with and send you scuttling off to uncover
e delights of their earlier stuff. You'll be so glad you did.
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EAKING AWAY from the
background and into the
limelight is Culture Club

keyboards general, Phil Pickett.
Phil's stab at sola stardom, is the
erstwhile ITV Olympic theme
tune, ‘Destiny".

“121 songs were submitted to
ITV, but they chose mine, " says
Fhil. “Then | heard ITV wouldn't
be covering the Olympics when |
was out in Australia with Culture
Club. Of course that’s likely to
effect the song’s chart chances,
but it doesn’t really matter cos
it'’s a good song anyway.”

‘Destiny” was recorded with
Thereza Bazar (with whom Phil
has worked on an LP), Helen
Terry and Jon Moss amongst
others. Yet despite this dip into
the heady waters of frontmanship,
Phil has no wish for
superstardom.

Having tasted the champagne
of pop success with Sailor in the
mid Seventies, he's content to
play, produce, arrange and write
for and with anyone these days;
all the time polishing his welf
wrought craft,

Phil's work on the ‘Electric
Dreams’ theme tune is a case in
point. “{'d been working in the
studio all day and just gone home
when George phoned me up. He
asked me if | wanted to work on a
song for ‘Electric Dreams’ and |
said OK. He asked me to come
round immediately, so [ went
back into town and we worked
out the song overnight.” They
don't make troupers like that
anymore. . .
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‘TRUTH THEY'RE back, the
Truth that is; back from the 36
grave with a fresh record
contract, a new single and NO
Eggies from the first two Jam 3 7

Bolstered by a new rhythm
section — Richard Parfitt bass 3 9
and Allan Fielder on drums — the g
Truth release their first single for
IRS on August 20. The single will 40
be a five track live EP of last
week’s 100 Ciub show and will be
followed by another single,
album and tour in the autumn.
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Motorhead —
no remorse

SKULL CRACKING Motorhead are
roaring back with a single, an album
and an autumn tour.

Motorhead's single ‘Killed By Death’
will be out on August 24 and it will be
the debut release from the new look
Motorhead featuring Phil Campbell,
Wurzel, Pete Gill and the lovable
Lemmy. A limited edition cut out
picture disc will be available and the
12-inch version will include an extra
track ‘Under The Knife’ and a free full

The album ‘ﬂ’o :_nmm' \r.ill be l‘:ut
on Solrm'nbu . It's a double pac
featuring classic material like ‘Ace
Spades’ and ‘Overkill’ and four new
tracks. The album will include a full
Motorhead history,

published photos, and L y's
comments on all 24 of the tracks. The
album will also be available in a black
leather limited edition sleeve.

The band will be taking to the road
in October and the dates run;
Nottingham Royal Centre October 25,
Birmingham n 28, Manchester

Flogzs. Sheffield City Hall 30,

Iﬁdluhrm'l‘g.h Town Hall 31,
Newcastle Mayfair November 1,
Glasgow Barrowlands 3, Blackburn
King George's Hall 4, Margate Winter
Gardens 5, Reading University 6,
Hammersmith Odeon 7.

@ FANCY 15 hours of non stop music,
documentaries and videos? On
Saturday, August 25, BBC 2 will be
screening ‘Rock Around The Clock’
from 3.1 right through until
6.20am the following morning.

Highlights include a first complete
showing in this country of Michael
Jackson’s Thriller’ video, Aztec
Camera and the Cure in concert and a
repeat showing of The Police In
Montserrat’, inally recorded in
1981. Other artists featured will
include the Pretenders, Simple Minds
and New Order.

“The Bu Holly Story’ will receive
its British television premiere and
there will be the classic profile on the
R?nn ‘No One Gets Out Of Here

ive’.

® MALCOLM MCLAREN unleashes his
single ‘Madam Butterfly’ on August
20. It's MclLaren’s interpretation of the
opera of the same name, with lyrics
and music by Malcolm himself with
Stephen Hague and Walter Turbitt.

® JAMES BROWN, the Godfather of
Soul, has teamed up with Afrika
Bambaataa, and the explosive result is
a single ‘Unity’, out on August 24.

The 12-inch single features an
instrumental version of the title track,
as well as a vocal only version.

@ U2'S SINGLE 'Pride (In The Name of
Love)' will be out on September 3. The

TWINS FOR XMAS

THE THOMPSON Twins will be playi

Christmas. They will be
Exhibition Centre

29 and 30. Al -
Tickets for the Birmingham shows are

four large scale dates at
December 26, 27 and Wembley Arena December

at £7.50 and £6 and

for London they are £8 and £6. They are available for bath venues

from The Thompson Twins, PO ﬁm(

i
:
E

Id be made

THE NATIONAL rock festival at
Lilford Park, Northamptonshire,
the site found to replace the
original Reading site, has been
cancelled.

Following pressure from
residents, East Northants
District Council has refused to
grant an entertainment licence
to the festival, due to be held
over August Bank Holiday.
Ticket refunds are available.

® ROBERTA FLACK has added some
dates to her tour and her full schedule
now runs; London Barbican October
17, Manchester Apollo 20,
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 21,
Sheffield Civic Hall 22, Cardiff St
David's Hall 23, Oxford Apolio 25,
Lewisham Concert Hall 26, London
Wembley Conference Centre 30.

band will be playing British st at
the end of the year.

i
[] name ...,

1] address ..ot haacnines

: beginners course no. 1

] 70 rock bass lines

| speedlicks (rock & funk)

| slop and funk

] lencloss Postal OrdenChedqus value £

| made payable 1o magic thumb maske ltd.
110 lichfieid grove

{ finchiey eentral
london n3

LEARN TO PLAY AMAZING
BASS WITH [ 1/l

These Instructive tape and booklat courses
cover the Theory Riffs and tochniques of
BLUES, ROCK. HEAVY METAL.
POP, NEW WAVE. FUNK.
REGGAE, AND JAZZ

]

NS

Each course costs £10.50
linciuding Postage & Packing)
Get it right from the start
- davelop your style —
than form s band!

Please allow up to 21 days
for delivery
For FREE details send a

stamped self addressed

281, London N15 5LW. Cheques
. g S MT'_

@ I-LEVEL, WHO release their album
‘Cat Among The Pigeons’ shortly,
begin a series of dates this month.
They'll be playing Lincoin Dazziers
August 21, Luton Pink Elephant 22,
Hastings Downtown 23, Hickstead
E'an's F r\rr24:. Luth-thtgd

Lal) , 1= 25,
Birmingham Snobs 27, Mmchast’m
Gallery 28, Leicester Mr Kiesa's 29,

JERMAINE JACKSON'S single
‘Dynamite’ is out this week. It
will be available in a full colour

icture bag and the B-side is an
nstrumental of ‘Tell Me I'm Not
Dreaming’.

Crispasa...

THE SMITHS follow up 'Heaven Knows
I'm Miserable Now' with ‘William, It
Was Really Nothing’, out on August
24. It's a new Morrissey/Marr
composition and the B-side is ‘Please
Please, Please, Let Me Get What |
Want'. The 12-inch version features
the bonus track 'How Soon Is Now".

SISTER SLEDG be touring next
itk Boston Haven
temhber 4, Oxford Apollo

Birmingham
Reading Hexagon
Watford

Brightan

27, Tunbridge Wells As

v 5.

@ FROLICSOME FUNKATEERS, Level
42, play a major tour in the autumn,
They'll be ing at Norwich
University ober 21, Loughborough
Unive 22, Margate Winter Gardens
23, Guildford Civic Hall 24, Cardiff
University 25, Oxford Apolio 27,
Croydon Fairfield Hall 28, Nottingham
Royal Court 30, Manchester Apollo 31,
Newcastle City I-Eult I:Uovamber 1,

Rayleigh Pink Toothbrush 30, Lond
Lyceum 31, Cullompton Verbier Manor
Hotel September 1.

® SHAKATAK RELEASE their fifth
album ‘Down On The Street’ this
week. They'll be doing some dates in
November.

® EVELYN THOMAS follows up her
smash hit "High Energy’ with
‘Masquerade’ out this week. The song
is also the title track of her
forthcoming album which will be out
in early September.

ingle ‘Master And
ncher includes e

ervant’ and '{Set Me
an instrumental version of 'M:

Glasgow Bar 2, Leeds
University 3, Exeter University 5,
Bristol Colston Hall 6, Portsmouth
Guildhall 7, Southend Cliffs Pavilion 9,
Ipswich Gaumont 10, Birmingham

eon 11, London Hammersmith
Odeon 12, 13,

@® ULTRAVOX PLAY a special charity
show next month. They will be
appearing at the London Dominion,
Tottenham Court Road, on September
27 in aid of the Stuart Henry Multiple
Sclerosis Research Appeal. Tickets

i £10 and £7.50 will be available

om Seturday August 18, at the
Dominion box office.

t' out an August 20
1 versions of ‘Master
} Mati Me’, as

e e <yl
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At the TSB,we don't
give you free banking
for nothing.

For living it up.

For speeding
When you're 15-19, things up.

we appreciate you've got far more important things
than bank charges to go spcnding your money on.
Not least of which is having a good time.

Thats why at the TSB, we give you three years’
banking completely free (provided you remain
in credit). With no charges on cheques, standing
orders, direct debits and Speedbank withdrawals.

Its all part of a deal which also includes hefty
discounts on top albums (LP or cassette), personal

hi-fi and keyboards.

Why so generous? If we look after you now,
you'll still be with us when you're
rich and famous, right?

The bank that likes to say YES. EE-T.CTaN
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Reviewed by

SYNCBEAT ‘Music’
(StreetWave) This has been
around for a few weeks, where it
has been actually KILLING people
in clubsl It's been lifted and
remixed from the UK Electro
album, and paves the way for
likeminded gr‘nish artists ... simply
because it's so good that it can’t
be ignored. A rambling
rollercoaster of an arrangement
takes this largely instrumental
track all the way from Bronski
Beat towards Bill Laswell, taking a

4
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LLOYD COLE & THE
COMMOTIONS ‘Forest Fire’
(Polydor) UPTIGHT,
QUTTASIGHT AND IN THE
GROOVE!! Lioyd Cole follows up
the mighty ‘Perfect Skin’ with the
locomotive sounds of hubba-
hubba buming love. His seat in
the tample of fame is now finally
assured, as he leads his men
through a red-hot homage to
romance, throwing out all

%

hundred drum patterns with it.
Trace your heartbeat as you
sweep along with the Syncbeat
prescription ... this record was cut
in cold blood.

OUT 'Tough Enough’
{(Muminated) Alix Sharkey's
former outfit, Stimulin, were
unfortunately hyped into oblivion,
but now he's back with a new
cutting-crew, whose debut single
is a fine confirmation of their
talent and possibilities. Their funk
divining rod has been delving into
the Purple Rain, and they've come
up with a8 WANG-DANG-A-DOO
technicolour sound that proves
once and for all that Britain can
produce worthy funk bands.
CHECK FOR THIS!

GIL SCOTT-HERON ‘Re-Ron’
(Arista) Arista finally release bad-
man Gil's anti-Reagan rap,
complete with fabulous Bill
Laswell production. He sounds so
much harder, with a heavy dose
of musos behind him. Gil Scott-
Heron has the courage of
principle, is a rapper supreme and
articulates social problems better

allegations of plagiarism... This
boy is really at the races: original,
soulful and mindmending lyrics
topping off a humdinger of a
tune, making sure that the time of
the singer-songwriter has
returned, embodied in Lloyd Cole
-. the cast iron attraction. ‘It's just
a simple metaphor’ he sings as
The Commotions play themselves
into the charts and into the hearts
of millions: BEAUT!

than any other black performer.
Indispensable,

KASHIF ‘Are You The Woman’
(Arista) This is up there and
twisting. Splendifbalisd from his
equally splendid LP, 'Send Me
Your Love'. Kashif appears to
have perfected this type of
distingué suburban soul, and
consequently should also corner
t_he market. On the B-side you'll
find ‘Il Just Gotta Have You (Lover
Turn Me On)' — one of THE best
racords of 1983,

CHUCK BROWN & THE SOUL
SEARCHERS ‘We Need Some
Money’ (T.T.E.D.) We say ves to
the infiltration station! A reel of
thunder on the sound of all year
round. One of the most important
club records around at this
moment in time, it aimost
eclipses the Valentine Brothers in
execution ... it has two radio edits
on the flip side, so there's no
excuse for neglect — go out and
purchase!

STEVIE WONDER ‘I Just Called
To Say | Love You’ (Motown)
Yeip! A song from the new Gene
Wilder film grhta Woman In Red’,
and the Wonder machine is out to
lunch on this here baliad of
minuscule proportions. It does,
however, possess a naggingly
infectious melody that will creep
up on unsusgeciing persons of no
taste — DELETE.

CYNDI LAUPER ‘She Bop’
(Portrait) The princess of post-
punk yankee-stylee limps out
again in another second hand
dress from her ‘She’s So Unusual’
album. A load of old tosh.

s

(VS 706/-12)

Big on Import — now Rush Released
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TEARS FOR FEARS ‘Mothers
Talk® (Mercury) Don't talk soft
dept: the whole wide world
welcomes back the immense
talent of Dingbat and Dingbat,
disguised as those purveyors of
acidic wimp-rock — Tears For
Dears. This time they've thrown
their ‘song’ into a barrel full of old
electro albums and come up with
something absolutely turgid.
Ijhere is still no excuse for a bad
idea,

JONZUN CREW ‘Time Is
Running Out’ (Tommy Boy) Not
as essential as some of their
previous releases, but definitely
worth an animated listen. Michael
Jonzun seems to be drifting into
Rockwell territory, and this record
reflects some of the more

immicky trademarks of Sprog

erry Gordy. Nevertheless,
Jonzun is an accomplished
groove-tube, and he should be
pointed in the right direction —
quickly.

THE ARMOURY SHOW ‘Castles
In Spain’ (Parlophone) The
Armoury Show consist of some
old Magazines and two old Skids,
and sound as if they could be
very good. This is an encouraging
debut, but not as clearly defined
as things today have to be — the
world does not need another
faceless rock group. I've every
confidence in Richard Jobson
turning his hand to something
extraordinary — but this isn't it.

RICK JAMES ‘17’ (Motown)
Twelve inches of jailbait boogie
hoisting a critical chunk of funk
up into the lesion region. Ain't
misbehavin’ ... just getting off on
those beats per minute...

JAMES BLOOD ULMER ‘Eye
Level’ (Rough Trade) Free form
jive music, courtesy of
moonstruck.Ulmer, with Hog
Oliver and Bruce Smith from Float
Up C.P. — demonstrating the
radical dance-stance of summers
gone and winter ahead. Stick
some dust in your butt and addle
your wits with this: spill the
beans — up "the treel

THE KINKS ‘Good Day’ (Arista)
Far from resting on his laurels,
Ray Davies pro%ably tries too
hard to recreate those songs of
years past. This isn’t "Waterloo
Sunset’, nor is it ‘Come Dancing’
... but it is the only song to date
that name-checks the death of
Diana Dors ... but then again, the
rest of the song is a miserable
woebegone thing that shouldn’t
have been let oyt in the first
place.

%
THE CULT "Go West’ (Beggars
Banquet) These wretched boys
ought to be taught a lesson ... a
lesson in etiquette, a lesson in
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couth and maybe a lesson in
honesty. This good-for-nothing,
cheerless piece of dross is ... is ...
infuriating. It boils down to
inflicting their meagre talents and
opinionated jargon onto a cast of
thousands, preaching rebellion
from fur-lined recording studios
or self-imposed squalor ... WOW!
HOW WILD! Soul searching
becoming soiled laundry: funny
money and fools gold.

SAVAGE PROGRESS "Burning
Bush’ (10) Good melody that
needs harder production. Savage
Progress, you could get there
(take some hints from Floy Joy).

STOCKHOLM MONSTERS
‘National Pastime’ (Factory)
Enticing name — superlative label
— ace-o-bono sleeve — dodgy
record. | tried, but | could not find
a way...

MICHAEL JACKSON ‘Girl
You're So Together' (Motown)
Nellie Vogue? Well, Michael
Jackson’s definitely out of the
medals. The Peter Pan of video
pops up on another re-release
from the vaults of Motor-City,
sounding not a patch on his
present self. The people over the
water at Motown obviously think
a lot of people out there are
astonishingly stupid, and if this
disc is a success, then they'll be
proved right — won't they? No
white glove, no glistening curls,
no powder-painted pout, and no
stories of alleged minky madness
... not exactly the closest thing to
heaven |'ve ever heard — but
infinitely preferable to listening to
the American national anthem 200
times in two weeks!!

LYDIA MURDOCK

NEW SINGLE

T YZIT 12 YZ1 1Y

o e (. PR
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Gy Covley

LITTLE NICKY HORNE and GAL meet the Godfather of Soul

ALK ABOUT dreams
I coming true, folks! One

did just the other day for
yours truly, in the fair city of
Noo Yawk it happened. | was
on "Ear Say’ business
(becoming a ra?ulnr Alan
Whicker aren’t 17) with blond
bombshell, Rod ‘Concorde
nose’ Stewart reviewing the
week's new platters, when all
of a sudden, a phone call came
through from a man I've
looked up to (| mean down
on!) for many moons now,
Little Nicky Horne.

He was interviewing living
legend, the Godfather of Soul,
Mr Please, Please, Please, the
minister of super heavy funk,
James Brown. Would | like to
come upstairs and watch?

Would | hell. | flew up those
hotel stairs as fast as my
spindly legs would carry me
and as fast as you could say,
“Get up offa that thing and
dance till you feel better.” |
was in the presence of the
king of funk, a man I've
admired ever since | first
sweated buckets to ‘Sex
h}a;hina‘ at the local youth
club.

NE OF my greatest

memories is actually

witnessing the great
man live in concert, one wet
November evening a few years
back. The venue was that well
known aircraft hanger, the
Hammersmith Odeon. $'funny,
because the place was barely

a quarter full. Most London
soul boys/girls that week had
saved their hard earned ackers
for tickets to see dynamic duo
Linx at their week at the
Dominion Theatre. Still, didnt
they miss out on something
special and didn’t we have a
nice time! J B, looking
resplendent in an ‘early’
Seventies hipster Shaft suit
topped off with the most
outrageous flared bottoms
ever, put on a show I'll never
ever forget. Dancin’, duckin’,
divin', while the famous band
R:mped out some of the

rdest street funk around.

Even though the boy is well
into his fifties, Mr Superbad
moved and grooved like a 20
year old, surprising us all with

(D You Keep Me Coming Back (Special Remix)
@ You Keep Me Coming Back (Dub Version)

@ Deceiver

THE@E;g

15 +Radio

SATURDAY'S ‘Saturday Picture
Show' (BBC 1, B.45am) has
Spandau Ballet, so make sure
you're up bright and early girls.
Sandie Shaw chats about her
favourite records in ‘My Top Ten’
{Radio 1, 1pm) and in the
afterncon Mike Smith presents
the second part of ‘Five Years Of
Madness' (Radio 1, 5.30pm). "Ear
Say’ (C4, 6pm) will feature the
Eurythmics while ‘1 On The Road”
(BBC 1, 6.10pm) is from Swansea
with Ultravox and Level 42, Elvis
Costello is the star of 'In Concert’
(Radio 1, 6.30pm) in a show
recorded at the Hammersmith
Palais. Janice Long’s guests in
her show (Radio 1, 7.30pm) will
be Room To Move and Silent
Running.

SUNDAY and Paul Gambaccini
examines the life and times of
Bobby Darren (Radio 1, 4pm).
Definitely a show your mum will
enjoy.

MONDAY finds veteran DJ Dave
Lee Travis joining up with the
Radio 1 Roadshow (11am) for the
first of a series of broadcasts
from the West Country.

TUESDAY has New Order telling
the bizarre story of Factory
Records in ‘Play At Home' (C4,
10.50pm]}.

lethal versions of those classic
J B funkers we all love, To
describe my feeling as being
“in heaven” would sum it up
perfectly, it was grrrreat, a
night to remember, for sure.

that the new J B classic,

‘Unity’ is a massive hit,
because it'd be a real treat to
see the man alongside
collaborator Afrika Bambaataa
blowin’ up a storm on Top Of
The Pops. They'd blow the
house down! So all you people
out there with taste and style,
buy it, listen and dancs. it's
the record we've been waiting
for and carries the ‘Crowley
Cracker’ seal of approovai!

l ‘M HOPING, praying even,

12”7 SINGLE OUT NOW

ALSO AVAILABLE ON 7"




ISCOVERED AT last!

Some people who

don’t like doing Top
Of The Pops! A gold star
for honesty to Martha
Johnson and Mark Ganes,
better known these days
as M+M.

As their ‘Black Stations/
White Stations’ pulls in at
more and more British
stations, | call Toronto to tell
the duo they'd better get
ready to come over for that
big TV date.

“Uh-oh,” says Mark, and
remembering their days in
Martha And The Muffins when
they were required to mouth
‘Echo Beach’ for the cameras,
he goes on: “It was sort of
like going into a Fellini movie.

“But I'm sure we'll be able
to handle it. TV is a bizarre
medium, there’'s nothing real
about it at all. Either you
accept that, or you just don’t
do it.” My advice; grit your
teeth and do it. “Yeah, I'm
sure that's what our manager
would say as well.”

Martha didn't exactly have
the time of her life with it
either. “It was pretty weird, all
those kids being shufiled from
stage to stage, not really
knowing what was going on.
And just lip-synching, we
never like doing that, we'd
rather play live. You feel kinda
foolish, being manipulated.”

All the same, she’'s beaming
all over the telephone when
she hears just how well ‘Black
Stations® is doing here. “It's
been a long time for us (since
‘Echo Beach’). We've been
trying hard ever since, but it's
a tough business. | expected
the song to do well in the US
in dance clubs, which it did,
but | wasn’t sure if it was a
single type of thing, But | can
see that it would be popular in
Britain, anything can get to
the top of the charts there,
even Laurie Anderson. But a
lot of strange records do well
there, there's lots of fads.

“In the dance chart we were
kept off the top by the Prince
record. it's not a bad song to
be beaten by, though.”

HEIR SINGLE 'Black

Stations’ has a message

almost as strong as
‘White Lines' — getting people
to think and dance at the
same time. “| don't know how
much people listen to lyrics
while they're dancing,” Martha
says. "l like to think they do.
They look like they're singing
along to it.”

And that message again, for
those not singing along? “Just
my astonishment as | travelled
around the States, of this
distinct structure between
black stations and white
stations, which is something
that we don‘t have in Canada.
We were just stating the

I 5

|
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It was murder on TOTP say ex Muffins

obvigus really, saying music is
music, why is this happening?
“We haven’t had that
problem because we're white,
but we have experienced a
certain prejudice towards
people like us doing new kinds
of music. They're just now
starting to go ‘Hey, new

MA!( ‘N MARTHA: a thinking person’s guide to anti-racist dance music?

4 .
-;

music!’ — it happened eight
years ago, y'know. | hope
they're going to drop all this
‘new music’ thing soon.
“We had a little bit of
tension from radio stations
when the record was first
released, because they
thought we were maybe
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pointing a finger and insulting
them, but | think the record
company managed to explain,
Generally we haven’t had any
trouble. | don’t think anybody
could deny that it's definitely
been a problem, but things
have improved in that way
since we wrote the song,
which was almest a year ago.
People like Prince and Michael
Jackson are top of the charts.
“But it's still relevant.
There's been a lot of trouble
over MTV not playing black
videas, | think Michael
Jackson was threatening to
take off all his videos unless
more black ones were shown.
Actually we were interviewed
on MTV recently and the
interview was done by a black
guy. A token black, maybe.”

ARTHA AND Mark

continued using the

Martha And The
Muffins tag until last year.
“That was the final split, and
we decided to change the
name because people were
getting very confused about
who Martha And The Muffins
were. The split was mostly
fine, there was only one
person in the band that we
had an unpleasant split with,
we don't see him any more.
Martha Ladley lives in England
now, we see her when she
comes out here, the bass
player’s here in Canada, doing
well, and the drummer, Mark's
brother, he's left the music
business but he still plays in a
band for fun.”

The Muffins will now always
go down as one hit wonders
— a not entirely fair
description, Mark contends.
“We've done five albums since
people really stood up and
noticed Martha And The
Muffins. There's a lot of good
stuff on those albums, but if
you don't yield hit singles,
they don't get heard.
Sometimes | think we were in
the music business 10 years
too late, because 10 years ago
bands could survive just on
FM play. And if you listen to
early Roxy Music, or the early
incarnation of King Crimson,
the impact they had on new
bands was enormous.

“But | feel that music
generally is much better now.
The cultural diversity of the
stuff that makes the charts in
England is incredible. Toronto
is a very fortunate city in that
we have strong cross-
influences between New York
and London, beczuse of our
openness towards English
bands, they do very well
here."”

And as M +M'’s first album,
called ‘I'\lhmer:I Walk’ finally
hits the UK schedules, they're
shaping up as a live band. Oh,
and taking the tablets in case
Top Of The Pops calls.

Paul Sexton
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HEN | first heard '‘Perfect Skin’,
the original release by Lioyd Cole
and the Commotions, | thought
‘this is good’. But it isn’t that good, it's
second hand, second city. Then | listened
again, and heard — it wasn’'t just good,
but it was VERY GOOD. Lloyd Cole is a
man of obvious pretensions, but then
. pretension is essential in a world of
- gurgle-burger pop for pre-pubescent
playpens.
I - Lloyd was born in 1961, he's six foot one,
- and he's got 61 reasons why Lloyd Cole and
i the Commoations are something special.
“Since | was 12 years old I've always
. wanted to live in Bohemia. | certainly didn't
| want to live in a semi-detached. Though when
| you actually arrive in Bohemia, you realise
. that there’s a lot of people there who you'd
- rather not have met, But Bohemia's definitely
| the place to be. To be a Bohemian you have
| 1o belong to some sort of group of artists,
- and most popular groups around today don't
.. really qualify! Limah| doesn’t live in Bohemia
i — but | do.

“*Perfect Skin’ is about certain elements of
t  Bohemia, which most people involved with
pop groups like to be part of It's probably the
only thing | know anything about. | seem to
be writing more and more songs about 2
exactly the same thing, but then I'm good at
it. The idea of being invalved in this scene is
very romantic. You have to dismiss that kind
of romanticism at times, because those
peaple that you used to idolise when you
were younger, who flive on the wild side of
life, are not really worth idolising at all. But
even though a lot of people in Bohemia are
shallow . .. there's nowhere else to go — |
couldn’t da an ordinary job. \

“If the Commations were to fail dismally.
then we would not be Bohemians, we'd just
be drop-outs.” But Lioyd can’t see them
failing, and neither can |. Though the boy
wears pointed collar shirts and an impossibly
shapeless pair of flares, he has the talent to
surpass sartorial inquisition. Based on the fact
that his face is reminiscent of the typical
wounded youth, with his angst on his sleeve,
he has the face of a boy with problems — just
like his songs suggest.

;. "A lot of people involved in pop music have
| nothing to say whatsoever, which is fair

i enocugh. There are a few peopla with a lot to

i say — I'm somewhere in the middle |

i suppose. | like stringing words together, so
s sometimes | just do it for the hell of it. A

other times | have a point to make, but | try
not to let on which is the case. I'd really
rather not explain things too much to anyone

“*Forest Fire' is a straight love song, It's
about as straight as | can get. | still can't
resist telling jokes in the song at the same
time as I'm being relatively serious. When |
was 16, | had ‘Forest Fire’ written down in m
book of potential song titles — | thought it
was very evocative, though the idea of fire
being synonymous with passion is nothing
new.”

Though extremely dedicated to his work,
Lloyd Cole is not as arragant as he may seem |
— he just knows when he is right, His accent
is a strange lilt of Derbyshire, Lancashire,
gl::g?.whand l..onduc:;‘,‘ ;nz his nomadic
ifestyle has obvio ad a large part to pla
in his attitude to the world and music in - .
general. But then where would we be without
a little commotion every now and then?

Commotions to Sixties sewer lizards

the Velvet Underground, but Lioyd
thinks that they sound more like the Rolling
Stones, and is waiting for the release of the
LP to further bury the likeness in people's
minds. “There was a time when, not so long
ago, | thought that it was n to live in
Scotland in order to carry an writing the kind
of songs I'd been writing — but | don‘t believe |
that anymore. | think I've written about all the
people | dislike in Glasgow! Now | thirtk | can
write anywhere.

“There are so many great songs that we've
recorded for the LP, that | don’t know which
one we will pick to follow up ‘Forest Fire’. |
like all of them, so I'm not really bothered
which one it is. | wanted this slbum to be like
'Rubber Soul’ or ‘Help’, two LPs that had so
many songs on them that could’'ve been
singles. It might weill end up like that, there
are probably only two songs that wouldn't
make singles.

“I've been watching the whole LP. | was in
when the drums were being recorded, | was
in there when the guitars were being done.
I’'m still in there, and everyone else has gone
on heliday, so I'm feeling a bit sorry for
myself.”

That feeling is unlikely to last, as the LP
does promise to be something out of the
ordinary, and into the groove. Lioyd Cole is
something special, and like he says himself:
“Let’s face it, | am a Commation — a logical
anomaly”.

Kmnm-:o SPIRITS have compared Lioyd's
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EARD THE one about

the young band from

Glasgow who are
making some of the most
original and provocative
music around at the moment?
Of course you have, haven't
you? Every week someone
somewhere is touting the
latest Scottish name to drop,
trying to convince you good
people of their impending
success.

Well, the Blue Nile don't need
or want any such favours. They're
happy to carry on honing down
their unique sound and refining
their considerable songwriting
talents. And if none of us notice,
you know, | don’t think they’'d be
throwing themselves into the
picturesque River Kelvin which
threatens to swallow up the
basement flat where we all sit.

“There used to be two more
houses between us and the
river,” grins Robert Bell as we
settle down for what must be our
tenth cup of tea of the day. The
Blue Nile, that's Robert Bell, Paul
Buchanan and Paul Moore,
released what is probably this
year's most outstanding debut
album ‘A Walk Across The
Rooftops’ last spring, and their
hauntingly melancholic single
‘Tinsel Town In The Rain’ is
currently bending ears on both
sides of the border.

“Our feelings about the album
are very sentimental in a way,”
says Paul Buchanan sniffing his
way through a bout of hay fever
exacerbated by our stroll through
Kelvinside's botanic gardens, "My
attitude towards it is that it is the
labour of people who were going
about it innocently, to a certain
extent. Now, because the album
has been well received, people
are too ready to judge it in a
smart alec way as if we always
knew this was going to happen
which isn‘t true. We certainly
never assumed the album would
see the light of day, let alone be
well received.”

‘Tinsel Town In The Rain’ is a
typical Blue Nile song with its
shuffling beat, sparse piano and
Paul Buchanan’s impressively
fragile vocals. What sets the Blue
Nile apart is their songs and
arrangements. There are no
jangling guitars or mighty snare
drum on these boys’ records, as
Robert explains.

“The songs are the point of
origination of the music, not your
guitar. If you're a guitarist you're
referring to the stuff you know
and the stuff the guy in your flat
taught you to play and the riffs '
you love. But we don't really start
from that point of view, because
when we started we weren’t very
good at playing our instruments
and we haven't improved that
much.”

This is partly modesty on

Robert's part, but he has a point.
Technical efficiency should
always come second to feeling
and atmosphere, and the Blue
Nile do it almost perfectly.

BAND with such an
Aapproach, as the business
closes in around them, can
easily fall into the trap of taking
themselves too seriously or
ming precocious. The Blue
Nile have a great way of
dispersing any such dangers.
“We decided one day that we
really ought to go out and buy
some clothes,” sniffs Paul,
sporting a battered green T-shirt
and a voluminous pair of
corduroy trousers. “We gave that
up though, it's just not us. | did
buy these trousers for a fiver in
Spain but when | washed them
two pigces fell off so what's the

point?

The band did make a video for
their previous single because “it
might all be gone tomorrow so
we ought to try everything once,”
but commercial concerns aren’t
uppermost in their thoughts.

“There’'s a disability in our
music,” says Paul. “In commercial
terms, | think it’s probably best
heard two or three times before
being evaluated because it's
intentionally left not absolutely
adamant.” Robert agrees,
“Success is important in as much
as it's important for us to keep
going, but we could never sit

down and write a song to order
that will skate up the charts.
We're not marketing men.”

The Blue Nile see themselves
as a channel for their songs and
they're content that the songs are
being heard.

They all agree that it'll take at
least one more album before they
really know what they're trying
to achieve with the Blue Nile and
before they even think of playing
live. If all that sounds pretentious
then it's my fault not theirs.

T THE moment, they’re
Ataking each day as it comes

and playing things as low
key as is possible. Paul Buchanan
sniffs again and puts it all into
perspective. “We really try to be
wary of taking ourselves too
seriously or assuming we know
the ins and outs of everything.
The last thing the world needs is
the three of us to start kidding on
that we're a cut above the rest.
We're all rambling on here and
trying to philosophise about
something we do almost by
accident. It's like asking a
footballer ‘why did you kick the
ball that way?""

Perhaps it is. All that matters at
the moment is that the Blue Nile
are making some great records
and before long they'll be up
there in the first division whether
they like it or not.

ANDY STRIKE
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WE CAREFULLY STACKED UP
OQUR MEMOREX

TWIN AND FOUR PACKS.
And then we knocked them dow.

With our knock down prices
on Memorex cassettes, you'll
save 51p on C90 dB twin
packs - which are now only
£1.99" and 81p on C60 dB four
packs, now only £2.99*

And that means more for

your money - which
is just what you'd
expect from

® Woolworth.

*For a limited period only.

WOOLWORTH

AND WOOLCO

ltems shown subject to availability. Prices and availability of advertised products
may be different in Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland and the Channel Islands.
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One sided

VARIOUS ARTISTS ‘Chunks Of
Funk’ (MCA Chunk 1)

A CLEAR case of schizophrenia
here, doctor. One side of the
record looks OK: the smooth
rhythm and yearning vocal of
Windjammer's ‘Tossing And
Turning’; Alicia Myers' declaration
that ‘You're The Best (Say, Say,
Say)’ is quite convincing, as is
One Way's promise that ‘I'll Make
it Up To You', and Crusaders are
always welcome.

But I'm afraid the record has
some ugly tendencies on its other
side. Divine’s "You Think You're A
Man’ is remixed to include a “Two
Tribes' style spoken intro: “If your
grandma or any of your parents
are here tonight, put your
trousers back on."Side-splitting,
huh? And modest Hazell Dean —
not one of our very biggest lady
singers yet, but certainly no
slimline tonic — is still ‘Searchin”.
Yes, it's a sad case of hi-NRG,

Spock the difference

‘STAR TREK Il — The Search For Spock’ Original Soundtrack
(Capitol EJ24 01 771)

AND "STAR Trek’ product just keeps coming. Buy this to add to your
stick-on Captain Kirk sideburns, your plastic Starship Enterprise and
your bendy Mr Spack.

Thrilf to the booming ‘Stealing The Enterprise’, gasp to ‘Bird Of Prey
Decloaks’, weep with ‘The Katra Ritual’ . . . the memory of the film is
reactivated with every searing bar.

There's lots of Iav;r glossy pics and the whole thing is bookended
br variations on the ‘Star Trek’ TV series theme. It's enough to get the
old disphragm knotting with joy.

Of course, nobody in their right mind would buy it, but brilliance is

truly rare these days.+++++

nurse. Side One++ Side Two ...

no chance.
MARK CORDERY

VARIOUS ARTISTS
‘Streetsounds 10’
(Streetsounds STSND 010)
LIKE FINDING 11 footballers with
two legs, two eyes and a sense of
balance to play for England next
season, the job of a Streetsounds
compiler is never endin?‘
Inevitably, a loss of quality control
crops up now and then.

A compilation of recent soul
depends totally on the quality of
recent soul ., . and judging by the
evidence of Streetsounds 10, that
hasn’t been too hot. With the
exception of the mighty offerings
from Change, Arrow and Brass
Construction, little here is likely to
set the feet twitching. For the
moment it's ‘So Many
Compilations . . . So Little

Tunes'.+++
JIM REID

PHIL FEARON AND GALAXY ‘Phil Fearon And Galaxy'

(Ensign ENCL2)

WITHOUT THE slightest ruffling of the cerebral hemisphere, Phil
Fearon’s music goes in the right ear and out the left. You know the
singles? Well, the album’s pretty much the same really. A couple of
boppers, a couple of snifflers, all with irritating poppy drums and the

lﬂ%ﬂ“ ﬁ’? voices in the background.
's is NICE music — innocuous and fluffy — couldn't hurt m;god‘y.
The problem is, it can’t touch or move anyb

either. ‘Dancin’ Tight',

‘What Do | Do?’, ‘Wait Until Tonight (My Love)’ and the latest
‘Everybody’s Laughing’ are all here, but even the new cnes sound like

you've heard them a hundred times before. Slick but boErin L+

NOR LEVY

ELEANOR LEVY

VARIOUS ARTISTS ‘The
Official Music Of The 1984
Games' (CBS CB 291)

“THE OLYMPICS embody the
spirit of man’s optimum
achievements and so we sought
for this musical event a rainbow
of talent expressing inspirational
and creative energies in a
language crossing all
boundaries.”

Funny really, | thought this
album was just another cash in
on the event of the decade. Not
only can you be bored on
television, now you can hum
along to all those sweaty athletes
grunting and groaning as well.

The album features a rent-a-
mob of musicians such as Toto,
Herbie Hancock and Foreigner ail
sounding as if they've dashed out
tunes at the last minute,
breathless as a runner at the back
of the field in the 400 metres.

This heap of painful crud isn’t
even worth a bronze and who the
hell was responsible for the

covert+
ROBIN SMITH

FRANK SINATRA WITH
QUINCY JONES AND HiS
ORCHESTRA ‘LA Is My Lady’
(QGwest Records 925 145-1)
OL' BLUE Eyes with Quincy Jones
and George Benson being very
professional. Sycophantic
sleevenotes waffle on about pizza
and bonhomie, whilst Frankie's
tired voice avoids dangerous
notes like they were accusations
of Mafia involvement.

The songs are equally as worn,
and Sinatra’s much-lauded
phrasing ability comes into
question with his hilarious
delivery of ‘I've played love
scenes in a flick or two/ And I've
also met a chick or two’, which
had me biting the carpet. He even
ditches the menace of ‘Mack the
Knife’ in favour of turning it into a
roll-call for the band. Where's
your feel, Frank?++

STEVEN GRAY

DAVITT SIGERSON ‘Falling In
Love Again’ (ZE ILPS 7025)
YOU WIN some, you lose some.
On hearing the music on this
debacle of an album, it's a
wonder it was released in the first
place. It's the same old rock
thrash with ‘screeching’ guitars
and ‘whirling’ tunes enticing you
to lose Wursﬂif in MAINSTREAM
MUSH. What Sigerson needs is
someone to write him some
music, someone to sing it and
someone to produce it. He should
be rescued before he ruins his
career. Winsome and loathsome

and very odd.++
DYLAN JONES

COMING
SOON: a
chance to win
£1,000 every
week for eight
weeks in a
spectacular
competition.
More news of
this and lots
of other prizes
next week.



Problems? Need some ideas
or information fast? Or would
it help to talk things over?
Write to Susanne Garrett,
‘Help’, Record Mirror, 40
Long Acre, London WC2.
Please enclose a stamped
addressed envelope to
ensure a personal reply,
Alternatively, ring our
Helpline, office hours,
Monday to Friday on 01-836
1147.

HEN MY family moved

away from Essex several

months ago, | came with
them, but now desperately want
to move back to the area | left.

If | managed to find a bedsit
somewhere, even if | didnt have
a job, would | get my rent paid by
the DHSS? And, would | be
entitled to more than the usual
£16.50 a week social security if |
lived alone? Would the fact that |
could be living at home with my
parents, although not happily,
ruin my chance of getting these
benefits? I'm 17.

Kevin, Hants

® Arranging the details of your
return to Essex, if this is what
you want to do, has to be your
own plan. But, if you found
yourself a bedsit there, you
would be entitled to have your
rent costs covered directly by the
DHSS, and, living alone and
treated as a householder, your
basic rate of supplementary
benefit would increase to £21.45,
At 18, this would increase to
£26.80.

To qualify for that rent
allowance, you'd need a letter
including the exact rent chazsd
from your landlord or land/ady,
and DHSS would assess your
claim from there.

The fact that you don’t get on

FTER seeing an ad placed by a Hol it

based record company, Cnlumbinow Bocf Poard o

Records, in ‘Ebony’ m.ﬁulm, | sent off
sally offered a

some and was eventua

recording contract. Columbine says | have to
pay a "special rate of 399 dollars for a test
recording session” of my sun;. which can be
dollars, followed
stalments of 57 dollars,

saven month
en | return the contract.

This test recording will “he

whether the composition will

mtnudnwnw ment of §

incl i
album called 'New Sounds Of Today ludedinan  in

had heard

sign a piece of
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Columbine Records. And, when [ rang
Columbine on your behalf, even they had to ;
that they are not a genuine record

Columbine, the brainchild of one Sam Taylor,
wants you to pay £304.50 in a lump sum or £43.50 a
month for seven months with :
your material will even be used.

Those falling for the Columbine offer are asked to

‘admit
' company. :

no guarantee that

paper 2

determine” sangwriting is a high risk venture and that nothing
lzixconguctwm other printed matter :

presented to me by Columbine Records is regarded

Can you advise? by me as a guarantee that my song will earn a
B. UK profit.” Better believe it/
.Kupymmmy!ﬁonpuﬂﬂemordcompmy Any amateur lyricist should find someone wha'll
here or in the States would ask a form the other half of your son team and
songwriter or musician to pay for inclusion on a write with you for fun and for free. If you need heip

record or promaotion of their original work. This one

and constructive infarmation, contact BASCA,

smells as high as a dead herring {British Academy Of Songwriters, Composers And
Neither the American music publishers Authors), 148 Charing Cross Road, London WC2H
association or the national organisation OLB. (Tel: 01-240 2823).
with your parents and would 4398, evening). hospital plastic surgeon on the

prefer to live alone is a good
enough reason for finding your
own place, and you could also
mention that you are looking for
work in the area as you want to
base your future thers.

Crucial info for all claimants,
including school leavers, can be
found in ‘On The Dole’, a
Federation Of Claimants’ Unions
bookiet, covering benefits and
your rights in a useful and
practical way. Copies from
Federation Of Claimants Unions,
296 Bethnal Green Road, London
E2. (Tel: 01-739 4173). Price: 70p,
claimants; £1.16, everyone else.

of the things I'd like to find

out more about is writing
video scripts. Is there anywhere |
can learn about this in my spare
time? Or, how about sound
recording? Either would be great,
but any part-time course would
need to be inexpensive and in the
London area as I'm on the dole.
Rick, London

® Eyes down. People who want
some spare time training in
writing scripts for video can try
the Ed Tech Department, South
Thames College, Wandsworth
High Street, London SW18 2FP,
(Tel: 01-870 2241), and Streatham
And Tooting Institute, c/o Ernest
Bevin School, Beechcroft Road,
London SW17 7DF, (Tel: 01-767
5315), for details of what's on
offer.

And part time courses in sound
studies and recording happen at
the Polytechnic Of North London,
Holloway Road, London N7 8DB,
(Tel: 01-607 2789), and the Schoo!
Of Adult And Community Studies,
c/o University Of London
Goldsmiths College, Lewisham
Way, London SE14, (Tel: 01-692
7171 (ext 8000), day, and 01-692

THIS MAY sound daft, but one

‘Young Free Ang Single

Sce

TOP OF the mailbag this week comes £,
> seeking mates and penpal

Check with individual colleges
for full details. Anyone else in
London and environs looking for
a part-time class in the daytime
or evening in a spectrum of
subjects from Astrology through
to Unemployed School Leavers,
(honest!), see a useful booklet,
‘Floodlight’, at any newsagents,
price 50p, published by the Inner
London Education Authority.

carried around feelings of

inferiority as my nose is too
big. | never even thought about
having plastic surgery until now.

So, I've been to the doctor who

tells me there's a seven year
waiting list and it would take as
long as a year just to speak to a

FROM MY early teens |'ve

National Health scheme.

I'm desperate to get something
done. Do you have any other
suggestions?

David, South London

® You don't have to wait that
long, provided you can pay for
private treatment. Your family
doctor can give you a letter of
referral to a reputable British
surgeon if you are able to save
for this operation, which would
cost a few hundred pounds. Fees
vary from surgeon to surgeon.

Alternatively, if you feel that
your nose is causing you genuine
mental, or physical, distress, and
can convince your doctor that
your health will be damaged by
such a wait, it might be possible
to speed things along.

£y,

(What are
we gonna

do about
him?)

12" & 7"

Versions
(TRIC(T)9)

THE NEW DANCE SINGLE

<<?\\IONE'S TALKING ABOUT!

® Available Now

oul and disco fan Lawrence, (22), would like to hear from

i | t- . g o
girls to Fashion, Zee, King and

girls in the London area; people s ¢ d
surrealist art are in demand by Jacqgu/, (17), who lives in Flitwick,
and Dave, (22), from Witham, Essex, wants to hear from readers
who share his interests of football, travel, Smiths, Farmers Boys, |
Cocteau Twins and h more. Send your 1et'n_3rsl to the person of ‘

: Electricity

THE HIGH ENERGY SOUND

Recor

hoice c/o Y elf g Acre, Lor

2 This is a free service and all replies are mailed.
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dleague of

as told to JIM REID

HE LEAGUE Of

Gentlemen were at a

party. With regal poise
they stood around the
spittoon swapping pints and
puns while the plebians
danced to absurd Break
Machine records.

“l don‘t know what’'s coming to
the world,” said Sir Public House,
bemoaning the demise of the
jitterbug and lindy hop. “Why, in
my youth a chap danced with a

irl and kept his hip hop until the
ights went out.”

Just before Sir Public went into
one of his famous monologues on
sexual predilections in pre-war
West Hendon, the Maharajah
pushed him out of the way, and
in an act of unprecedented daring,
started to speak without
anybody's permission.

“Shut up you old buffer, the
kids don’t want that stuff do they

boyo, they want men in frocks,
acne, they want pop don't they
boyo." And with uncharacteristic
lucidity the Maharajah started
relating the whys and wherefores
of pop and its curious people.
“Terrible terrible news, what
with Richard Burton going to
meet hiasﬁpreacher and the poor
Welsh effort in the Olympic
ames, | mean how were they to
now that LA wasn't Llan
Anagram? Anyway, it gets worse.
Lovely Morrissey of the Smiths
has had his beloved hearing aid
stolen. The poor lad is desperate
for a replacement — but only the
antique kind will do, y'’know, one
with a large unwieldly box.
Anyone with said grapper earplug
should contact Gill Smith at
Rough Trade: 01-833 2133.
..."Paul Young ain’t in need of
a hearing aid, but | do hear that
the poor chap is having difficulty
reaching his top two notes at the

entlermen

moment. This impediment
shouldn't interfere with the LP he
is currently recording.

"Politics: spotted ?an Craig
Marsh reading righteous
Communist daily the Morni
Star the other day and was also
gladdened to hear that plans are
afoot to release a ‘Malcolm X'
style rap of the wit and wisdom of
King Arthur Scargill. Make mine
the first red flag at NCB HQ,
boyo...

“Twosomes: Sandie Shaw and
Chrissie Hynde and their
respective babes to be. Pratty
damn cosmic this, boyo, ‘cos the
pair, who've been buddies for
ages were both in the club at the
same time the last time . ..

“By Barry John | almost forgot
another story of miners 'n" mirth,
‘colourful’ London nightclub celeb
Ti Tim is to DJ a miners'
benefit. Tim was also a mite
miffed by a News Of The World

piccy last week that was
supposed to depict him and Boy
George. "It wasn't me,"” he
screamed, and promptly got the
Screws to print a correct pitcher
‘o himself...

“See that old coot John Peel
on TOTP last week didya? Well
John's cowboy apparel was
2 ially selected by young Fifi
Ysip Yip...

“'N those other gals of
lonesome trail persuasion the
Shillelagh Sisters are to do a
nationwide tour with London’s
most sweltering warehouse club,
the Dirtbox...

“Spotted melting at the saucy
ppc‘\jngs-on in the Prince film
rple Rain’ was Siobhan
Bananarama. It was never like
that in the valleys, boyo.

“And before | go to water the
old leek, a coupla combinations to
bite on; new EMI signing and club
supremo Philip Sa was
accompanied on a tour of the EMI
building last week lg’little known

Dowd,

troubador Gm?

whilst amongst the guasts at
Jermaine Jackson's swanky
NYC partee last week was Andy
Warhol; bro’ Michael reputedly
paid a five minute visit, but
n?qu'dv saw him ... Right, I'm
off...

“He is t00,” said Sir Public
House. “First these bally break
dancers and then this Celtic
nonsense about pop music. Reid
get me my car, it's time to go.”

When roused, the League Of
Gentlemen were an intolerant
bunch...
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phil fearon and

elere%

featuring all their chart hits

dancing tight - wait until tonight (gy love)
- fantasy real - what do i do (carnival mix)
everybody’s laughing

the new album available on record & cassette
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Write to Mailman,
Record Mirror,

40 Long Acre,
London W(C2

WHAT IS wrong with everyone?
How could anyane think drivel
like ‘99 Red Balloons’, ‘Imagine’,
‘Dancing With Tears In My Eyes’
or “Two Tribes' could even faintly
resemble an anti-nuciear or anti-
war song? These limp,
insensitive pop ditties conjure up
as much fright of impending
doom as the hyper-crass Duranie
line “You're about as easy as a
nuclear war”, The lyrics are naive
dross and should be banned upon
release. There is only one anti-
nuclear song of note and that is
Bob Dylan‘s ‘A Hard Rain's A
Gonna Fall’.

Dylan’s poem is more than a
mere protest song; it is truly
horrifying and startling to the
listener. It conjures up contempt
from the most pro-nuclear or
open minded people. This is the
song Lennon, Ure, Marrison et al
would have loved to have written
but were incapable of. It was
inevitably made commercial by
Bryan Ferry and thus reached a
wider audience (although it was
a weaker version). Only Kate
Bush's ‘Breathing’ comes close to
‘Hard Rain'. Play these to Ure and
see what he thinks of ‘Dancing’.
From Me
@ Wait for a megaton mailbag

HIGH YOU Mailman. | write from
Germany! It's the first time |'ve
read your RECORD MIRROR.

| must tell you, that | have smile
about the monkey-talk about
Duran Duran. But | think what
they (the monkeys) say is too
hard. Because the voice of Simon
Le Bon is not so bad. Maybe he
want that his voice so up and
down! And he's sexy but not my
type. My favourite is Limahi!!!

Nice was your picture of Prince
Nik. | saw Prince Nik Kershaw in
que.-lrmany. He was great — but not
tall.

You know I'm German woman,
but | like the royal family, but Nik
for PRINCE!!! Why not?!? (Maybe
then | want to be his princess).
Ms Jirza Steinert, West Germany
® Anyone want a pen friend?

Blond bombshell

!/ WAS absolutely disgusted when | read about the poor reception
that Boy George received from his so-called fans at Heathrow
Airport. Don’t they realise that if George wants to change his hair
to blond and wear less make-up in public than before then the

decision is his and nabody else’s!

It makes my blood boil when people get the chance to actually
see George arriving home from his holidays and then have the
audacity to boo and jeer him because of his new appearance.

! was only too pleased that George had enough sense to stick his
nose in the air and hold his head up high.

With fans like that who needs enemies?

Andrea, Sale, Cheshire

® Yes, | thought so too. It was really very nasty of them. Poor
sweet George. And now if you'll just stay where you are until the

men in the white van arrive

QUOTE FROM Steve Lodge's
letter (July 28), “I do like Wah!
and | have all three of their
singles . . . three singles?”

What a prize prat Steve Lodge
is, claiming to be a Wah! fan
when the bozo doesn’t even know
that there have been three albums
(including the new one) and no

less than eight, yes Steve, ei?ht
singles. | could list them but

won't ‘cos it'll make it harder for
you to find them. Ha Ha Hal!l Still
what?do you expect coming from

ury?
The Wise Guy, Hitchin

PS What happened to the real
caustic comments under letters.

Mailman used to be really bitchy
back in 1982 and beyond, but now
you've gone soft.

PPS For Chrissakes, get rid of the
godawful League of Gentlemen
and bring back Greta Snipe.

PPPS What the hell happened to
all those competitions in your rag
at the beginning of the year?
Where're the results?

PPPPS What happened to letters
starting “Who the hell does
(insert name of idiot journalist)
think he/shefit is?”.

® We replaced them with letters
that end that waga(snigger}. Gone
soft? Right, the Campaign For
Real Mailman replies starts here

ELEANOR LEVY failed to mention
in her article entitled 'Pirate Radio
RIP’ that the government have
promised a network of specialist
commercial community radio
stations in 1986 and beyond when
more FM frequencies become
ava