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OCH . .. YET more nice

Scottish boys to waggle your
sporran to. True, del Amitri is not a
very Scottish name but that’s these boys
all over — teasing and tantalising
with some fine guitar sounds and wacky
humour.

Touted as Morrissey’s latest fave
rave, they are lain Harvie, Paul
Tyagi, Justin Currie and Brian Tolland —
all hailing from the bonnie banks
of the Clyde and sporting some
very fine haircuts. Their self-titled
debut album is out now on

Chrysalis. Bella, bella.

® MORGAN McVEY are the
latest manifestation of the glitzy
world of young sartorial London
— hip young dudes with a talent
to amuse, and more than enough
to go round.

Jamie Morgan and Cameron
McVey are both successful
fashion photographers, who’ve
turned their backs on the world of
Kodachrome and flashlights and.
concentrated instead on refining
their singing and songwriting.
Which is a mixture of lovers rock,
Scritti Politti ... and, dare | say it
... Wham!

But they aren’t a couple of
cash-grabbing charfatans —
Cameron and Jamie have buckets
of inspiration and masses of style.

444

THE SAME producers as Ali-
son Moyet ... the same
manager as Nik Kershaw
... and a pretty respectable
pop song called ‘Tight
Spot’. Those are the current
lifelines of Kevin Kitchen,
the song being his follow-
up to the chart nibbler ‘Put
My Arms Around You’. The
LP ’‘Split Personality’ is due
out later this summer by
which time Kevin and all
other Barnsley locals
should have steeled them-
selves for the return of
‘Bite Your Legs’ Hunter.
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@ THE EXOTIC looking pair behind indie favourite Gene Loves Jezebel are
identical twins Michael and J Aston. Hailing from the Welsh highlands,
they've just cut an album called ‘Immigrant’ with the aid of the other
band members lan Hudson (lead guitar), Peter Rizzo (bass) and Marcus
{drums). Produced by John Leckie, who's also worked with Simple Minds,
XTC and the Woodentops, the first side is a reasonable amaigam of U2
with a touch of the gothics. It all becomes a bit less palatable on the

second side though. Twin set for summer.

M NOW THAT lan Dury has put
away the throat gargle and
stepped back on stage, what ;
of erstwhile song writing part-
ner Chaz Jankel? :

Never a man to hog the
fimelight, Chaz has gone his |
own sweet way, produced‘
some very polished music —
witness his latest LP ‘Looking At
You' — and done a nice re-
spray job now and again.
Most recently Chaz has written
for Junior and Mari Wilson.
Keep your eyes peeled; after
all, this man did write ‘Ai No
Corida’.
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SPLIT?
@ IT SEEMS likely that ace heavy
metal band Van Halen have bitten
the dust. Apparently they haven't
been getting on well lately and
David Lee Roth looks like pur-
suing a solo career while watch-
ing his investments grow. No offi-
cial confirmation of the situation
is available yet. The UK branch of

Van Halen’s record company say
they haven't heard anything.

@ THE BEATLES single ‘Help’ will
be out again on July 22. Griginally
refeased on July 23 1965, it was
their 10th single for Parlophone
Records and eighth number one hit.
It remained in the charts for 14

weeks and was the second single
to be lifted from the ‘Help’
soundtrack.

The single will be available in a
full colour picture bag and as a
picture disc.

@ CIRCUS CIRCUS Circus, who re-
cently supported the Cult on their
tour, headline a special one off
event at the Chislehurst Caves in
Kent on July 27. This wacky
event is called ‘Adventures At
The Earth’s Core’ and tickets are
available from the Cage at the
Great Gear Market in the Kings
Road. Can you dig it?

@ DANSE SOCIETY release a special
club edition mix of their single ‘Say It
Again’ on July 26. This version also
contains an extra track ‘Sensimilla’ on
the B-side. Danse Society will be
appearing at the London Marquee on
August 5 and 6.

IT WAS just another Friday aftemnoon in the RE-
CORD MIRROR office. Eleanor Levy licked her
poster of Mel Gibson, Mike Pilgrim contemplated

buying the rest of the Portobello Road and Betty Page
watered the rubber plants. Suddenly, the news amrived
that Go West are releasing another single, Toyah is
bringing out another album and the Cool Notes are
playing some dates. Friday’s would never be quite the

same again...

B HUNKY GO West release their single ‘Goodbye Girl’ on July
22. The flip side is the previously unreleased track ‘Dream-
world’ and the 12 inch version features a “perpendicular mix”

of ‘'S§.0.S.’

The Westers are lining up some UK dates between Novem-
ber 8 and November 20. More details when we get ‘em, so
girls please try and control yourselves until then. The boys are
now limbering up for a Japanese tour followed by dates in
America. They'll be headlining dates there and also supporting

Power Station and Tina Turner.

® MURRAY HEAD follows up
‘One Night In Bangkok’ with
‘Picking Up The Pieces’ out on
July 22. The song was written by
Squeezers Tilbrook and Difford,
and was indeed featured on their
album out last year. Murray is
composing songs now for
another album, to be recorded la-
ter this year.

MCP presents

PREFAB SPROUT

special guests HURRAH !
TRIANGLE ARTS CENTRE_BIRMINGHAM
Tuesday 16th July 7.30 p.m.

Tickets £4.00 (plus booking fee) Available from B/O Tel. 021 359 3979
VirginRecords, Cyclops Records and Odeon Theatre (subject to a booking fee)

DOMINION THEATRE LONDON
Monday 22nd July 7.30 p.m.

Tickets £4.00 ad,£4.50 door Available from Dominion B/O Tel.01580 9562/3
L.T.B; Premier, Albermarie, Stargreen & Keith Prowse CREDIT CARD HOT LINE O1 741 8989
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@ MAXI PRIEST releases his sing-
le ‘Dancing Mood’ on July 15. It's
an extended remix from his
album ‘You're Safe’, written by
Maxi and Paul ‘One Blood’ Robin-
son. Maxi will be playing dates at
Dunstable Queensway Hall July
21, Brighton Savannah Club 25,
Bournemouth Town Hall 27.

..

ONE

YOUNG

M TRACIE YOUNG, the girl with
the sparkling eyes and fabulous
bum, is back. She’s releasing her
single ‘1 Can‘t Leave You Alone’, a
cover version of the old George
McRae song. Trace says it's a far
cry from her previous recordings.

Tracie has been touring with
the Style Council, and she’s also
been around Japan, Europe and
America since we last saw her.
Welcome back.

@ THE BOUNCING Boothill Foot |
Tappers have lined up a choice |
string of dates. Get flabbergasted
at London Dingwalls July 18,
WOMAD Festival Essex 21, Birm-
ingham Arts Centre Triangle Au-
gust 2, Retford Porterhouse 3,
Botley Recreation Ground 4,
Stoke Grand Hotel 9.

@ KING KURT and JoBoxers team up

to play an anti heroin gig at the

Brixton Fridge (in the old Ace) on July
26. Tickets priced £3 are available

from the Fridge, the Cage in the Great |
Gear Market, Kings Road and Rock On
in Camden Town. .

@ MAX HEADROOM will be pre-
senting Sheila Smith, Anthony |
Moore, the Pet Shop Boys (yee
ha} and the El Trains on the open-
ing night of the Harp Rock Week
at the ICA, London on August 6.
August 7 will feature Mathilde,
Santing and FSK. August 8 will
swing along with the Triffids,
Nyam Nyam, and Big And Beauti-
ful. August 9 will feature Chalk,
del Amitri, and Snakes Of Shake.
Closing events on August 10 will
be 400 Blows, Nocturnal Emis-
sions and Startled Insects. Tickets
are £4.




ARMY EP

@ NEW MODEL Army release a
four track EP on July 22. It features
a totally re-mixed verson of ‘Better
Than Them’ and three completely
new songs — ‘No Sense’,
‘Adrenalin’ and ‘Trust'. A limited
edition package will contain two
seven inch singles in a gatefold
sleeve.

NMA are working out a summer
tour and so far they've confirmed
two dates, at Folkestone Leas Cliff
Hall July 26, Cornwall St Germas
Elephant Fayre Festival July 27.

@ THE ICICLE Works have added
dates to their tour. See ‘'em again
at Liverpool Beatle City July 21,
Liverpool St Helens Show 25,
Sunderland Big Top 30, Manches-
ter International August 3, South-
ampton Riverside 10.

B THE COOL Notes, who are in top tear again with their
single ‘In Your Car’, play a quartet of dates in August at
London Hammersmith Palais August 18, Buckingham
University 23, Windsor Blazers 24, 25.

The Coolies are in the studio now working on an album
scheduled for the autumn.

<44 :

OB B & Q's ALBUM ‘Genie’ will

AURRA FOLLOW up ‘Like | Like It’
with ‘Happy Feeling’ out this
week, from their upcoming album
‘Like | Like It".

be officially released here by
Cooltempo on July 22. It's been
one of the biggest-selling import
albums in the country.

@ TWENTY THREE classic electro
tracks are featured on the Street-
sounds album ‘New York Vs LA
Beats’ out on July 19. The album
tells the story of electro, with
tracks captured wild and un-
tamed in New York and Los
Angeles. Among the cuts you’ll
find ‘Return Of Captain Rock’ by
Captain Rock and ‘Two Three
Break’ by the B Boys.

Marketed by THE PROTO RECORD COMPANY
Distributed by UJEA Records Limited (B A Warner Communications Company
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This Town Ain’t Big Enough
For The Both Of Us

AVAILABLE
FOR THE |
FIRST TIME |

THE NEW REMIX |

LONG TINE

THE HOT MIXTURE!

PLUS EXTRATRACK |

HOT, HOT Hor

LIMITED EDITION ONLY.
WHILE STOCKS LAST




FRIDAY'S 'Swank’ (C4,
5.30pm) takes a look at the
Alternative Miss World Contest
and’ delves into Leee John's
wardrobe. ‘Ready Steady
Go’ (C4, 5.50pm) has an in-
terview with P J Proby and
music from the Rolling
Stones and Lulu. “Ready
Steady Go' is repeated on
Tuesdays at 11.45pm.
SATURDAY sees Nik Ker-
shaw ' performing his latest
waxing in the ‘Saturday Pic-
ture Show' (BBC 1,
8.30am). ‘30 Years Of Rock’
(Radio 1, 1pm) features
1968, while Simply Red and
the Light are featured in Gra-
ham Bannerman’s Show on
Radio 1 at 7.30pm. ‘Rebel-
lious Jukebox' (C4, 11pm)
finally takes to the air with
Meat Loaf, Jools Holland and
Mari Wilson.

SUNDAY sees yet more .
nostalgia in ‘The Rock ‘N’
Roll Years’ (BBC 1, 5.30pm)
which takes a peek at 1953
to 1963. g
WEDNESDAY'’S ‘Poparound’
(ITV, 4.50pm) has lLes En-
fants and Jaki Graham.

TOYAH'S CLAWS

B TOYAH SHOWS her claws with her album ‘Minx’ out on
July 22. The album, produced by Chris Neil, includes her
two recent singles ‘Don’t Fall In Love (| Said)’ and ‘Soul
Passing Through Soul’ with eight other tracks. The cas-
sette version of the album features an extra two unre-
leased tracks — ‘Vigilante’ and ‘Over 21°.

Minx will come complete with a full colour inner sleeve
featuring the song lyrics and a wing ding photo of Toyah.
Definitely something for hiding the crack in Mike Pil-
grim’s bedroom wall.

@ SHRIEKBACK ADD a couple of
dates at the London Embassy
Club July 25 and the Wag <lub
July 31. Their single ‘Faded Tow-
ers’ will be out in the late
summer.

@ MAI TAI follow their smash hit
single ‘History’ with ‘Body And
Soul’ out on July 22. Taken from
the band’s debut album, the 12-
inch version features an extended
mix of the song.

@ THE FLYING Pickets, a band
so ugly they make the
Elephant Man look like:
Richard Gere, release a sum-
mer EP on July 22. ‘The Flying
Pickets Summer EP’ features
four tracks — ‘Groovin’’, ‘Sum-
mer At Home’, ‘Sealed With A
Kiss’ and ‘Summer In The
City’. Makes you wish winter
would hurry up, doesn’t it?

@ TEARS FOR Fears pulled out of
Live Aid at the last moment. They'
cancelled their slot in Philadelphia
because two of their band mem-
bers left suddenly.

In a statement issued the day-
before Live Aid, Tears For Fears
said: "We are now not able to
participate in the Philadelphia
show due to the sudden depar-
ture of two of our group mem-
bers, but hope our contribution to
the goal of eradicating world hun-
ger will demonstrate our commit-
ment for this humanitarian pro-
ject.

“During the next few months
the group will be donating the
proceeds from their upcoming
concerts and will ensure that
these concerts promote the Ethio-
pian cause to the full.”

The group are now rehearsing
with two new members, Alan
Griffiths, guitar, and Josephine
Wells, saxophone.

@ DARK CITY play at London
Dingwalls on July 22. Be there, or
be square.




THE LEAGUE OF
CENT/E

THE LEAGUE were beginning
to feel the heat. Suffering
under the weight of their
finest tweed jackets, their
most excessive khaki — ‘Mad
Dogs And Englishmen’ —
shorts and a job lot of Sixties
psychedelic pith helmets they
cowered under a lone parasol
and waited for a shipment of
ice. :
Under such conditions it was
only natural that their minds
should seek some diverting
amusement. It being too hat to
sing ‘Roll Qut The Barrel’ they
decided to talk about the comings
and goings of the world. After all
nothing expended less energy . ..
“Dickens of a row going about
this Madonna person,” said Sir
Public House, gently cooling
himself with a rolled-up copy of
the Sporting Life. “Egad, there
was me thinking that Fleet Street
was blabbering on about a nude
statue of the Virgin Mary, when
old Bertie tips me the wink and
tells me it’s that other Madonna;
“Y'know, the girl who seems to
want to marry nearly every rich or
famous man in America. Anyhow,
it appears that in the dim and
distant past, ie, her youth — she
posed for a number of rather
salacious pictures, these now
being the subject of a picture war
between Playboy and Penthouse.
Think Ill stick to my copy of the
Horse and Hound . ..
“While that row rages and
publishers talk about one million

Photo by LF

@ GEORGE MICHAEL: oh no, not more
work

dollar photo sessions, financial
attention turns to Frankie Goes To
Hollywood. After much rumour,
speculation and drunken
invention, it can be finally
revealed that the lads have
become tax exiles. They shall be
living in France until next

March . ..

“And if pop stars didn‘t have
enough money ... next month
two cars formerly owned by
Beatles persons will go on sale.
John Lennon's white Mercedes,
valued at £150,000, and George
Harrison’s white Aston Martin,
valued at £15,000, are to be
auctioned at Sothebys. ..

“And if all these figures are
beginning to set your head in a

spin, caim down and have a drink.

Now, !'ve seen a few examples of
financial idiocy in my time — the
Maharajah Taffye's Sahara-based
ice Cube factory, Toby Jugg's
flood damaged brollies, Lord Hip

MEN

as told to JIM REID

@ MADONNA: undercover agents not
required

Hop's Hong Kong Whiskey— but
all of this pales into the
insignificance of Scottish lager
when compared to Prince’s wallet.

“Apparently the Paisley One
was practising basketball the
other day when a stray
photographer managed to get a
few shots of him. Immediately
Prince set his manager in pursuit
of the snapper and ordered him
to pay a cool £8,000 for the
polaroids . ..

“Still, not everyone seems to be
greenback minded. Take George
Michael, for instance. All the
young devil seems to want to do
is work. Latest project under
consideration: writing a single for
ex-Shalamar singer Jody
Watley . ..

"While Georgie boy gets
cracking on the old songwords,
partner A Ridgeley wonders when
he is going to continue his career
as a motor racing driver. Andrew

has been ordered to give up his
dangerous hobby by the life
insurance brokers who are
insuring Wham!’s tour of
America. Don’t expect this to
deter Ridgeley for too long....

“Exciting life at the top, isn't it?
Why, even old Howard Jones — |
the man whose most dangerous
moment was selling bananas —
has been getting himself into
scrapes. Playing in Canada, Howisg
found himself being warned by |
city officials in Toronto that the
noise at his show must not
exceed 94 decibels.

“If Howie broke the sound
barrier he would be fined 5,000
dollars.

“Being a law abiding chap ]
Howie dutifully complied, only to |
find that the rapturous applause |
of his audience sent the noise
reading up to 124 decibels. Cue |
Mounties in backstage attempt to
slap a fine on Jones The Haircut.
No trouble though, Howard just
calmly explained the situation and
was let off. Whatever does he do
on stage to get people so
excited?. ..

“1 do know what gets ex
croonin” hamburger salesman Vis|
Goddard excited though ... he
spends his afternoons working ir: ;
a betting shop.”

News that greatly interested the
League Of Gentlemen, for in truth,
it was only this hint of the f
pleasures of the turf that kept the
incessant heat off their backs. ]
Why, there was talk of Yankee's, |
Round Robins, Patents, the 1981
Crayford Dog Track betting coup |
and much more. '

in fact our good assembly could|
have gorged themselves on talk
on the track, such were their
financial interests in that way of
life. But, just as Lord Hip Hop was
about to tell a funny story about a
day at Newton Abbott, it began to
rain.

Pausing only to speculate on
the ages of the Jesus And Mary
Chain — over 25, rather than ]
under 20 it was rumoured — they |
quickly began to peel their clothes
off, all the better to appreciate thz
change in weather. The League Of
Gentlemen were no respecter of
clothes ...
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IF BANK MANAGERS
WENT BACK TO COLLEGE WHICH BANK
WOULD THEY CHOOSE?

Would they choose the first bank that
they saw?

~ Would they choose the bank with the i

most attractive free gift?

Or would they, given their
experlence of matters monetary,
choose the bank that oftered
a special range of services |
exclusively designed to meet 4
the needs of students?

The reason we offer
such a range is simple.

As students often turn
out to be our most valued
customers we're happy to help them
when they need help most.

Free Banking.

Our aim is to stretch the student
grant cheque as far as possible.

So as long as your account’ in
credit, cheques, standing orders and
statements come absolutely free.

This even applies lfy you take
advantage of our £200 overdraft offer.
Although, of course, we do charge
interest on the money you borrow:

Student Business Officer.

There’s a Student Business
Officer at every branch near a college.
More or less your own age, they're
specially trained to sort out any fmancxal :
problems you might have.

Theyll advise you on your
budgeting, even supply a reference for
your landlady if you want one.

£200 Overdraft.

We know that, financially, students have a
tough time of it. Particularly in the first term.

So if at any time you think that your
money isn't going to go far enough talk to your
Student Business Officer.

As long as you'e 18 or over with a UK
LEA grant (or proof that your Tuition Fees are
being paid by your Local Education Authority)
and provided you've handled your account
responsibly, we'll arrange for you to have up to
£200. The interest we charge is at a special

low rate.
Low-cost Insurance.

Since you'll be living away from home
your belongings won't be insured.

That's why we've come up with a special
insurance scheme for students.

For a small yearly prermum we will insure
your belongings while you're at college and you
can pay the premium in two half-yearly instal-
ments. And every year that you'e at college we
guarantee the premium will remain the same.

Barclaycard.

As long as you're 18 or over when you

pay in your UK Local Education Authority

grant cheque, you can normally
have a Barclaycard. If you're not in receipt of a
grant we need proof that your Tuition Fees are
being paid by your Local Education Authority.
A Barclaycard guarantees cheques in the UK
up to £50 and enables you to draw cash
from any branch, provided your account can
stand it.

A Barclaycard also doubles as a credit card.

Barclaybank Card.

With your Barclaybank card you'l be
able to use the Barclaybank machines outside
many of our branches at any time.

As long as your account can stand it you'l
have access to your money, in the week and
at weekends.

Talking of weekends, you'll be interested
to know that over 400 of our branches are also
open on Saturday mornings.

Deed of Covenant.

If your parents are contributing anything
to your education we can help you arrange for
it to be paid under a Deed of Covenant.

This could give you a substantial benefit.

For every 70p your parents contribute
you may be able to reclaim 30p from the
taxman.

Graduation Loan.

We also offer you something to help you
over that crucial period between graduating
and recetving your first pay cheque.
You could have up to £500,again at
a special rate of interest.

Moneyguide and
Account ggnmg Pack.

As soon as you open an
account you'll be given a
special pack.In it you'll find a
- cheque book cover,a Elace to
store your cheque book and
your statenents, as well as the
application forms for the other
services we've mentioned.

In it too youll find a booklet
that acts as an introduction to -
Barclays. It called Moneyguide.

It tells you everything you need
to know about a bang.

Everything, in fact, from how to
write a cheque to what to do if you
lose your Barclaycard.

Get organised before you
get to college.

The first days at college are hectic.
Buying books. Arranging courses.
Settling in.

By opening your bank account
before you start, you'll have one less
thing to worry about.

Fill in the coupon and send it
. to us. Welll open your account and
have everything ready at the most
convenient Barclays branch to your college.

Wel let you know in advance which
branch this will be.

' Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss)

(BLOCK CAPITALS)
| Forename(s)

l Address

Tel. No.

[ shall be studying at

(NABE & ADDRESS OF COLLEGE ORUNIVIRSITY )

Course

Start Date

Residential address at college (if known)

20/7/85

DO NOGT USE THIS COUPON LESS THAN (4 DAYS BEFORE YOU ARRIVE AT COLLEGE.

Post to: Paul Wilson, Barclays Bank PLC _]uxon House,

[ 94 St. Paul’s Churchyard London EC4M 8EH
For written details of our credit terms and condmons of card issue,

l write to the address above.

|
|
|
|
|
Length ||
|
|
|
|
|
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'VE GOT
THE BRAINS,

YOUVEGOT
THE LOOKS

OPPORTUNITIES
(LET'SMAKE LOTS OF MONEY)

PETSHOPBOYS
4A5R.P.M.

PARLOPHONE
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the Luton Girls’ Pipe Band or a frip

to the Himalayas to make a
video? Certainly not the Pet Shop Boys.
They decided to get down to earth
(well, under it actually) when they
filmed the video for their single ‘Oppor-
tunities (Let's Make Lots Of Money)'.

The location was an underground car
park in Kensington and for the occasion
they hired a limousine and a smoke
machine. For one of the scenes, vocalist
Neil Tennant had to stand in a manhole

BAH! WHO needs giant seashells,

- while air was pumped up his back into a

special inflatable mask. The poor boy
looked like a giant frog, but such suffering is
worth it. The single already has its hooks
well and fruly in my head and looks like
giving the charts a good kick in the bum.

Joining Neil in the Pet Shop Boys is his
chum Chris Lowe. Neil's a former joumalist,
while Chris knows a thing or two about
architecture.

“We met in a music shop,” explains. Neil.
“We got talking about synthesisers, realised
we had a common interest and the part-
nership started from there.”

Last year the Pefters released their legen-
dary debut single ‘West End Girls’, a big
smash across Europe and a cult hit in Amer-
ica, where a station in LA was so moved
they played it once an hour for weeks.

0]

1 E WANT our music fo be epic
and thump at the heanr,” says
Neil as we settle down for a spot
of nosh.
“We want to fill rooms with sound. | think
there’s a theme of escape running through
our music. When you're born you're con-
ditioned fo fit in with the set pattern of what
everybody else does. Then there are certain
things you're expected to do at school and
when you grow up.
“l think in many respects the Pet Shop Boys
are outcasts, we've gone against the grain
on some occasions. | hated playing football
at school, | wasn't very good at it so | didn't
fit in that way. I'm sure not being good at
football is one of the reasons why our music
sounds the way it does today. It's very
melancholic music. | suppose we're a bit
miserable really.
‘I was watching the film ‘Midnight Cow-
boy’, you know, the one with Dustin Hoffman
and Jon Voight. They're trying to save up
enough money to get away from sleazy
New York and live in Florida, but they don't
quite make it. It's a very sad film and a very
good one, you have these two poor people
frying to carve out a new life, but it doesn’t
quite work. :

“The film suggested our song fo me. It's
also a bit of a send up about pop stars,
because they never taik about how much
money they make — at least a lot of them
don't.”

short of a bob or three themselves. I'm

reliably informed that Neil has a damn
fine flat along the Kings Road. If | had stuck
with the guitar lessons. ..

“When we made the video it would have
been obvious to spray pound notes all over
the place and approach it a funny way,”
says Neil. “But we asked the director not to
do any of that kind of thing.

““Making a cast of my face for the mask
was horible. They covered my face in latex
and | could only breathe through two straws
put up my nose. It was very frightening.

“When we shot a film for '‘Poparound’
though, we did exactly the opposite with
my face superimposed on a pound note. It
was a lot of fun for the kids.”

| wonder what kind of market the Petters
are aiming at? After all they're not muscular
like Go West and hardly chubby enough to
be another Wham! or Tears For Fears.

"We're not trying to aim at a market,” says
Chris. "l think it's dangerous if you start doing
that. If you're good enough the market will
come fo you.

‘| don't think Go West have a lot fo offer,”
says Neil, “I think they're pretty flat. | like

THE PET Shop Boys dont appear to be

what Wham! are doing, George Michael is
a good songwriter and | get the impression
that Wham! are pleasing themselves with
what they do. A lot of record companies just
want the same kind of singles all the time.”

The Petters say that legendary producer
Bobby O was a seminal influence on them
both. They worked with him for a while after
Chris was able to frack him down in New.
York. Bobby has been known fo release well
over 100 singles a year from a studio in his
office.

tive electro music such as early Hu-

man League and apparently there's
a big movement back to this sort of thing in
ltalian clubs.

“There’s meant to be this great movement
back to guitars but | think that's crap,” says
Chris.

“Everybody uses synths,” says Neil. “U2 use
them, or at least | think they do.

‘It seems that everything is taste and feel
music now,” continues Chris. “You listen fo
the Kid Jensen show and you know exactly
what you're going to get from a single,
There are no surprises anymore. I's so neatly
packaged; everything is neat and tidy with
no loose ends.

“| think the charts now are like they were
just before punk, everybody thought that the
Who were the greatest band in the worlcl
Now that kind of worship has been fransfer-
red to Springsteen.

“It seems that people don't form bands of
their own anymore. What are young people
doing these days? They must all be out
watching football or something.”

The Petters are now working on their debut
album. One track, ‘Two Divided By Zero’, is
almost entirely played on a talking calcu-
lator!

“It has such a mournful voice that it fits in
well with what we’re doing,” says Neil.
“We've grown very attached to it.”

“We want to tour but not as a suppor
group,” says Chris. “Playing 30 gigs support-
ing somebody else would be hell.”

Finally chaps, how on earth did you come:

N EIL AND Chris also say they like primi-

' by your rather unusual name?

“Chris used to stay with some friends in
Ealing who work in a pet shop, and we cal
led them the pet shop boys,” says Neil.
“When we decided on a name for the banc
it seemed to be a very good one, full of
mystery®

“Our friends have opened a poodle sham-
poo place now, it's called Shampooch,”
says Chris.

Sounds as if it's going to be a howling
success to me. Just like the Pet Shop Boys'
single.



(and olrher shaggy dog slories)
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Flimsy cocktail jazz or the sound of young
London? Animal Nightlife's Andy Polaris
goes eight rounds with Andy Strike
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: T'S NO secret in the hallowed halls of band he fronts. Basically, Animal Nightlife re- They sound very clean and cautious, don't
E RM that the likes of Animal Nigbhtlife cords seem a mite too sterile and gutless, the you ever fancy giving it a bit more balls?
g are not exactly guaranteed R?Qet life seems to be produced right out of them at “Well, it's different when you make records
< yours truly foaming at the mouth with  times. First things first, though. Why a re-  to when you play live. | dont think everyone
anticipation with every new release. release Andy? wants to hear records that sound rough and

. “Basically because we bought the copyright tough and most of the songs you hear on the

Now that they v'e gone and re-recorded back and it cost us a lot of ng10ney," hggri?\s. radio are pretty slick anyway. 'Listen to
and re-reI?ased 'Love Is Just The Gr?at “Also, out of all the letters we get, everyone  Change and the SOS band. So | don‘t know, |
Pretender’ they’d seem to be playing  asks for that record so we thought we'd do it think that sort of thing comes into it more
into the hands of their critics. again. It was only down to lack of promotion  when you play live than on record. It's really
Andy Polaris is aware of my views and he that it wasn’t a hit first time round and the hard to capture that on record because in six
sits basking in the hot London sun as we spar chart position now seems to confirm that.” months time it may sound stupid and people
in a friendly few rounds about himself and the What about the records themselves Andy? won't like it. We're more interested in records

THE NEW SINGLE

FROM THE ALBUM “LOST AND FOUND"
ON EMI AMERICA REGBRDS & 1APES

AVAILABLE
NOW ON 12-INCH
WITH 2 BONUS LIVE TRACKS
“ABSOLUTELY SWEET MARIE”
“POLK SALAD ANNIE”
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@ PAUL WALLER

that are going to stand up and that you can
listen to over and over again, that don‘t
sound rough like a demo or whatever.

“We take a lot of time over the things we
do but it isn‘t down to being clinical. It's just
that we take a lot of pride in what we do and
we hate putting out records that we're going
to hate. You've got to have a standard and be
careful how you do things. I'm really pleased
with the way our album’s come out.”

NDY AND the rest of the band are de-
lighted that this record seems to be
leaving their past chart success far be-
hind. | suggest that one aspect that might
have held them back in the past was the
‘cocktail jazz’' aura that surrounded the band.
After all, those of you up north probably
couldn’t give a damn about musicians who
seem to have no life outside the Soho club
circuit. Andy’s well used to this criticism.
“We're not denying that we come from Lon-
don. | don't see why we should deny that or

@ BILLY CHAPMAN

the fact that we go to the clubs that we think
are the best clubs in London. | think that's a
very stupid attitude because all. the people
who slag us off for that, all those journalists,
I've seen them down the Wag Club, they're
the ones that perpetuate this flimsy cocktail
jazz effort and they're always at those parties
and they're always down the Wag Club trying
desperately to use their press cards to get in
free. :

“l know because | used to work on the door
at the Wag. That one doesn’t really wash real-
ly. That sort of regional envy is the same
stupid attitude that you get with football sup-
porters, it's the same nutty mentality. That
attitude is brought about by DJs and journal-
ists.”

Getting back to the theme of the current
single though, has Andy had many great tra-
gic loves in his short life?

“Really, yeah | suppose | have in a sense
especially when that record came out. | think
it's a lot to do with there are so many love
songs that are so idealistic and everything's
lovey dovey and fine and all those sloppy re-
cords. At the time we saw it as an attack on
all those records. Somebody told me that if
we had a song with ‘love’ in the title, it'd get
in the top ten so | thought ‘Love Is Just The
Great Pretender’ was a bit better.”

What's your favourite love song? “One of
them has to be Roberta Flack's ‘The First
Time Ever | Saw Your Face’ the way she sings
it and the words — it's brilliant, it captures
the mood perfectly.”

Ever thought of doing a cover version of it, |
ask? “No,” Andy says firmly. “You couldn’t
cover a song like that — never. We were
going to cover ‘The In Crowd’ just to
wind everybody up,” he laughs.

I'm still not a great fan of their records but |
like Andy’'s sense of humour. We'll call it a
draw for now.




SINGLES
THE WE
GREGORY ISAACS
‘Private Beach Party’
(Greensleeves) The
Monster mash down of the
moment, as Gregory tells it
with revelry over one of
the most drunken rhythms
this side of Kilburn on
Friday. Wedged behind a
mega Robbie Shakespeare
bass grinder, that simply
chews out some
wonderfully eccentric
guitar and keyboards, this
is the stuff to get unsteady
too.

SPARKS ‘Change’
(London) Giant studio
panarama from one of the
precursors of electro-pop.
Simply trashes the other
rockish releases this week
with a rare impudence and
a desire to go for those
massive, massive
instrumental statements.
Thundered synths, thunder
clapped drums, jagged
guitars, moments of quiet
menace and yes, those
thoroughly distinctive
vocals.

]

STAR TURNS

Of course in pop, in
showbiz, the star personality
becomes far more important
than the artefact. . . the pop
personality is the pop
machine’s ultimate product.
Its very raison d’etre. Nobody
knows this better than
MADONNA. Initially touted
as NYC's disco queen, she's
since unstintingly contrived at
a direct hit on Kids From
Fame All American Celebrity.
As such her songs are now
only fit to showcase her
presumptious assumption of
stardom — success with all
the lipstick and midriff and
none of the right moves. Her
current single ‘Into The
Groove’ (Sire) is formulaic in
the extreme and, like her
public persona, is holfow.

While PRINCE has followed
the traditional way of telling
his public that all is not well
upstairs, by recording a
psychedelic LP. Shucks, it's
been done time and time
before — once the cat food
starts going through the letter
box and the gas bill ends up
in the fridge, slap on the
paisley tat and on with the
cosmic chat. His ‘Raspberry
Beret’ (WEA), with its nice
understated orchestration, is
rather sweet, but if he really
wants to hit pay dirt again he
should go on a word
association course.

No such trouble for
FREDDIE MERCURY though.
An obviously ridiculous figure,
Fred wears his insanity on his
back — a flouncy coat of
many colours — and his vocal
deficiences right up front.
‘Made In Heaven’ (CBS) is a
straining, wheezing old
carthorse and quite ill suited
to Fred's, shall we say,

extravagant personality . . .

PHIL COLLINS doesn't
have much trouble in that
department though.
Workaholic incarnate, PC is so
busy flitting from studio to
studio that he's forgotten the
essential surprise and uplift of
great pop. ‘Take Me Home’
{Virgin) is alright if you've
got four minutes to spare
meditating in front of a biank
TV screen . . . otherwise, not
the highpoint of Phil's solo
spit and polish.

SoOuUlL POP

There isn't much soul in the
record shops these days.
There js, however, plenty of
the fake stuff — bland pop
served up with the slimmest

garnishing of soul. A whole
line of production resprays
and inane groove
manipulations — y’know
DeBarge, Curtis Hairston and
so on. This week is no
exception, but first. ..

MAZE ‘Too Many Games’
(Capitol), avoids such
criticisms. The ‘live’ jazz/funk
phenomenon, theirs is a
music matured in the red hot
cauldron of frantic showtime
celebration. This is a
deliciously joyous evocation
of the Maze spirit. A slap hard
track that simply moves
around Frankie Beverly's
voice. Check also the spooky
Twilight’ flip. Honourable
mentions too for. ..

RICK JAMES has been a
little subdued of late but
‘Glow’ (Gordy) is an
exuberant return to form.
Replete with characteristic
bass line, this is perhaps not
quite soft eyed enough for
current dance floor
accessibility. But .. ..

No such trouble for the
POINTER SISTERS, whose
‘Dare Me’ (RCA) swaggers
prettily beneath the girls well
crafted moves. Ditto ARETHA
FRANKLIN ‘Freeway Of
Love’ (Arista), though on no
account should that voice be
tailored to such workmanlike
surroundings. They don't
come more workmanlike than
PHIL FEARON ‘This Kind Of
Love’ (Ensign), whose
bouncy, smoochy cover duet
with Dee Galdes is music to
buy expensive sweaters by.
Phil’s bro’ Lenny crops up on
the vinyl debut of Galaxy
house band NORTH WEST
TEN. Unfortunately their
‘You’ve Got All Night (To
Make Your Mind Up)’
(Ensign) is not a suitable
tribute to uncle James
Hamilton's postal code.
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LOOSE ENDS ‘Golden studio techniques. Result: endless stream of easy

Years’ (Virgin) are familiar often an ungainly hybrid listening. While THE DANSE
with those parts, lacking the raw spirit of SOCIETY ‘Say It Again’
unfortunately this Bowie coyer  authentic rock ‘'n’ roll or the (Arista) take an alternative
is also more than familiar with route, dipping those long

black fringes into a desperate
piece of DOA-style rock-NRG.
You wouldn’t expect such a
deviation from the ICICLE
WORKS ‘Seven Horses’
(Beggars Banquet) who as
ever are a steady amalgam of
North country pomp — a
voice simply aching with
mock authority — and busy,
working littte melodies. Not
bad, but a little record,
which, compared to the
bombast and sub-Springsteen

pop-soul’s worst crimes.
Styled to the nth degree of
studio insipidity, any feel this
record may have had is lost
somewhere between the fourth
and fifth American keyboards
player. They can do so much
better. FIVE STAR ‘Let Me
Be The One’ (Tent) are
tipped to be the next big Brit
breakthrough and this piece of
consumate pap is just fluffy
enough tb cross from the
wine bar to the TV. While
AURRA'S happily up synth motifs of ROUEN
banalities ‘Happy Feeling’ ‘Ordinary Life’ (Island) is a
(10), have enough smart small mercy.
moves to encourage enough Talking of Brooce — sure
smart moves. he’s all heart, but he really
... does believe in the American
- way, y'know things have just
gone a little wrong — his
‘Born In The USA’ (Epic)
has been unnecessarily
covered by THE STANLEY
CLARKE BAND. While
sidekick NILS LOFGREN'S
clever charm of the best
studio pop. THE
OPPOSITION ‘5 Minutes’
(Charisma) are a perfect
example of this — all their

ROCKPOP

Now that it is practically
impossible to break big on
gigging alone, what does a
poor record company do with
a worthy, non matt gloss, rock
band? Answer: put a bit of
gloss in their cheeks. Method:
dress ‘em up a bit and push

their records up to current ' guts compromised to an

THE ICICI

late Seventies glories “Shine
Silently/l Came To Dance’
(A&M) have been pushed out
to cash in on current interest.
The product always wins in
the end.

DISTRIBUTE|
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Write to Mailman, Record Mirror

Greater London House, Hampstead Road

SO OLD Gonzo is at it again
is he? That's Robin Smith, in
case you didn’t know.

First of all he had the cheek to
compare the gorgeous
Madonna recently with the
queen of curlers Hilda Ogden.
This in itself is a crime that |
would normally greet with
screams of ‘cut his head offl’ but
this was the least of my worries.
This vile slander ptaced before
my eyes meant that | was
unable to digest my comflakes
properly, and this gave me a
serious stomach complaint
which left me suffering from
Delhi belly for the next three
weeks.

Thanks to careful medical
attention | have now fully
recovered. So what does the oid
toad do now, he has a go at Big
Country and the soundirack of
‘Restless Natives'.

I shall send on the bill for the
toilet rolls shortly.

Yours sweatily.

A wom out copy of ‘Like A
Virgin’ and a 12 inch copy of
‘Borderline’

@ Prepare for a relapse with this
week’s cartoon!

WHAT AN insulting short-
sighted creation Phillip
Roberts of Newport must be. Fish

is beautiful in every way. The
string of insults about his brilliant
lyrics are totally unjust. As for his
feet, he wouldn't look right with
small ones as he is 6ft 4in tali. |
would welcome the opportunity
of meeting him and going
home alone in the dark.

Janie Williams, Oxon

@ Especially when he’s sporfing
his diving suit and flippers, |
expect

| JUST don't know what the

matter is with the UK public.

First the brilliant ‘Back In The
City' fails to enter the charts.
Then the even more brilliant
‘Strut” still fails. And then the
fabulous ‘SugarWalls’ gains a
measley place at number 95.

Just who am | talking about?
The wonderful Sheena Easton.
Although she hasn't had the
success in the UK she deserves,
in America her records are
selling like hot cakes.

(el

London NW1 7Q2

‘Sugar Walls' got into the
Billboard top 10, the dance and
country top five and to number
one in the black dance chart. In
fact, she is so popular that
‘Sugar Walls’ was written by
Prince, especially for Sheena.

So please, please, please
feature an article, or even just a
picture of her. But just have
something, before 1 personally
come and blast your ears with
Bucks Fizz and Black Lace.

That was a warning!

Sheena Easton’s number one
fan, Steve Paulden; Gt
Missenden, Bucks

@ It will take more than Bucks
Fizz or Black Lace to break
down our defences

ONCE UPON a time there

was a romantic group who
were guided to fame through
the production skill of Trevor
Horn. This group proceeded to -
ignore the MOR success and
considerable money obtained
in their lucrative partnership and
ventured out on their own. A
lesson for Frankie, maybe?

ABC are the group and the
talent behind alt their records.
Admittedly Wham! and the
Thompson Twins have likewise
produced themselves, and have
stopped hiding behind their
own producers, but ABC's music
is varied, inspiring and
innovative to the point where
only their look (and oufrageous
it may be) keeps them from our
charts.

ABC aren't boring stereotypes
like Whamt or Duran. Their music
is blatant and they're proud of it.

So, as for the frendy critics
who block their road to success,
like Graham Smith, here is one
message on which to ponder —
vanity kills. Think about it.

A Future Zillionaire, Hampshire
@ Okay, smart Alec, if ABC are
so good then why aren't they
still at the top of the charls? It
takes more than a bad review
to stop a group selling records

WE ARE two very

disillusioned music lovers
who are extremely disgusted at
the horrific state of our beloved

charts at the moment.

Why on earth such talentiess
morons such as Scritti Politti,
Prince, Sister Sledge, Mai Tai,
Katrina And The Waves, Fine
Young Cannibals and hoards of
others are in the charts with their
revolting records is a question
that has baffled us for quite
some time.

And why such magnificent
masterpieces such as
Propaganda’s ‘Duel’, Art Of
Noise's ‘Moments In Love' and
New Order's ‘The Perfect Kiss'
stiffed at such disgustingly low
placings of 21, 51, 46
respectively, is another
inexplicability we are trying to
solve.

God knows what catastrophes
could happen next. Oh well, at
least there are the new albums
by Propaganda and Art Of
Noise to look forward to. Until
these opuses hit the racks, we
poor mortals will have to keep
the earplugs at the ready.
Rufus Skrobot and Scarlet
McBigdick, Louth, Lincolnshire
@ Not only that but they're
changing the flavour of Coca
Cola as well

DEAR LESLEY O'Toole, |
totally agree with you
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@ MADONNA: never been the same since Stan died

about the vile dry ice at the
Tears For Fears’ concerts recently,
| went to see them at
Newcastle. | was leaning on the
edge of the stage and the dry
ice kept billowing over my
head, in my nose and mouth. In
between choking, | kept having
faint glimpses of Curt's yeliow
Muscie top dancing around on
stage before he was totally
obliterated from view again.

As for fans sitting still and
waiting until Roland ordered
them to their feet, they must
have been mad. You should
have been at Newcastie,
people were climbing over
seats to get to the front.

Also, in the past, TFF have not
fied to portray themselves as
esoteric intellectuals. It was
interviewers and reporters who
preyed on their inexperience of -
handiing interviews. ;

| wouldn't want to kiss your :
bottom Curt, | wouid prefer your :
lips. You say your audience has: -
got a lot older. Well, 'm not one
of the over 20s so please don't
forget about us younger fans
who are just as loyal.

A Loyal 16 Year Old Plait,
Gateshead, Tyne And Wear
@/ was going fo write a reply,
but I still can't find out what
esolferic means







EEEER Wicked
mEEE Solid

HEE Comfortable
mE Dodgy

B Diabolical liberty

POINTER SISTERS
‘Contact’ (RCA PL85487)
JUST HOW do you set about
following up an album like
‘Automatic’ which spawned
five top 20 singles for Anita,
June and Ruth? Well, if
‘Contact’ is anything to go by,
the answer is: ‘give ‘em more
of the same’. Listening to
‘Contact’, a hint of ‘I'm So
Excited’ seems to suggest
itself here and there, and was
that ‘Jump’ hidden away
behind the lush veneer?

Not that there's anything
wrong with this, | suppose.
Presumably, Pointer Sister’s

POINTER SISTERS ' ¢

fans aren’t too keen to see the
gals venture into unfamiliar
territory, so you've got the
boppers, ‘Back In My Arms’
and the smoochers,
‘Freedom’. It's all brilliantly
put together, as you'd expect
with writing and playing
credits as long as your arm.

Personally, I'd like to see
the Sisters stamp their own
identity on their records the
way Sister Sledge seem to.
‘Contact’ will not be the
smash that its predecessor
became, but ‘Dare Me’ and
‘Back In My Arms’ will both
be huge. HEE

Andy Strickland
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THE GULT GLUB TRAGK OF 1980
WILL BE AVAILABLE ONGE AGAIN
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THE UNTOUCHABLES ‘Wild
Child’ (Stiff SEEZ 57)

BEATS ME why these rude boy
revivalists have made a dent in
the charts this time around.
Whoever heard of mods in Los
Angeles anyway? It's about as
unlikely as me walking down
Raynes Park High Street in my
tubber pyjamas.

I've never been one for leaping
up and down in sweaty concert
halls where they always serve
Coke on draught, so | don't really
go a bundle on much of this.

They can thrash away all they
like, especially on ‘Free Yourself’
and ‘l Spy (For The FBI)" — let's
face it, it's all so bloody
monotonous.

Now that the Untouchables’
novelty value is beginning to
wear off are they going to
survive? B

Robin ‘Rude Boy’ Smith

Wild=Child

UCHABLES
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MAI TAI ‘History’ (Virgin
vV2359)

MAI TA! and their writers/
producers/arrangers (Eric Van Tijn
and Jochem Fluitsma) deserved a
gold star for ‘History” in the
respect that it wasn't easy to pick
out as a European dance record.
Normally those animals are so
mannered, clumsy ahd dated as
to be a sore thumb. Not the case
there. The album, again the work
of the two Dutch gentlemen,
almost manages the same trick,
but they will insist in broadcasting
their love affair with old Rodgers/
Edwards records.

Barefaced Chic, | call it,
especially on the LP’s best
combination of rhythm and tune.
‘What Goes On’, which has the
‘Good Times' guitar on full
display. Caroline, Jetty and
Mildred are fed, and so feed us, a
relentiess diet of dance.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>