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■ WOW H E R E ' S 
fruity something . 

from the land of ÏVÎidori liguer 
corne MELON. Leading lights | Chica and Toshi once mast- erminded the Plastics, front, 
runners in the once much 
mooted Japanese invasion. 

The pair met at school i 
Tokyo and have been partners ever since. Upon îhe de- j 
mise of the Plastics in 1981, ' 
Toshi and Chica formed Melon with themselves at the 
core of an everchanging unit who regularly stun Tokyo club-goers with their juicy 
blend of theatre, make up and xperi with 
fluorescent lights. Their first single, 
'Serious Japan' is a catchy cocktail of American hip- 
hop with a good jigger of Japanese techno-electro, 
guaranteed to fiil the floors... Mmmmouthwatering! ! 

that team is struggling Edinburgh side Hibs. So Malcoin Ross, one time Joseph K and Orange Juice and now guitarist with Aztec Caméra, naraed bis latest musical excursion the HIGH BEES. With him on this intrepid voyage of rhythmical discovery are fellow Aztec Cameraman Dave Ruffy — he who used to drum with the Ruts and pro- duced Frankie Goes To Hollywood's first démos — together with Syuzen Buckley, who was the voice behind Joseph K's Applebush' and the person with whom Malcolm shares a marriage certificate. Their first single 'Some Indulgence" 

■T.: 

Top? Isn't that like having people in the Beatles? Two îeao singers in the Stones? An intelli- gent member of the Tory partyî No. ZZ Top could never get a new member to cuitivate that ot face fimgus in time - they used David Beilamy. iless 
work. Aztec Caméra fans should heave little sighs nf relief though — the group's not splitting up, this is just a well artistic sideline for Dave and Malcolm to fill in time between Mr Frame s galloping works of genius. Bee-autiful. 
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întally, has r Pi trations, to 

• GET TURNED on to the double album ot dance favourites, featuring 12 artists signed to 10 Records — Little Benny, Aurra (abovel and the Conwgy Brothers name a few. We've got 10 copies of the album Turn It Up', the hest sleeve design around with 10 T-shirts featuring on give away in a simple compétition. 1) Unie Benny came to: a) Waltz... h) Boogie... c) Jive... ? 21 Mai Tai will give you a lesson in: a) History... h) Biology... cl Geography... ? 3) Paul Simpson told you to treat her: a) Respectfully... h) Sweeter... c) Lovingly... ? The first 10 people to send the correct answers with their name and address to RECORD MIRROR DANCE COMPETITION, Greater London House, Hampstead Road, London NWI 7QZ, win. The closing date is Monday September 2. 

THE LATEST singer to go for i )me reflected glory from ! Prince is EVAN ROGERS. He : solid new album called Games' on the way and . first single from it, 'Pull Time- i aver', originally waxed by the | 

T.* 

\ 
t 

one of the early hits, but only people who are Prince fanatics would know this song. It's off the 'Controversy' album. Rogers is a session man of long standing and fine track re- 
Springsteen via Robin Gibb to Shannon. "My first real break as a singer was with the group ; Dayton, I did the lead vocal on their remake of 'Hot Fun In The Summertime'." Now he and partner Cari Sturken are writ- ing for Evelyn Champagne King, Vanity and with David Grant. Rogers and out. 

■ NEWS by Robin Smith 

■El BANANARAMA no slip ups as the three singers tone their skin 
Kl ICA ROCK WEEK report on the group showcase at the Institute of Contemporary Arts, London 

ESI MAKIN' TIME putting the clock back 20 years 

, Buster Bloodvessel 

EIVITAMIN Z are they not men? 
ma crossword 
El DISCO CHARTS 
El US CHARTS 

men are the RED BEARDS FROM TEXAS. They play what the un- kind would call copies, others would term dramatic reconstruc- tions of the greatest hits of ZZ Top — including 'Tush' and 'Gim- 
As yet unsigned and unfairly 

valking in the cow- boy boot prints of Dusty, Billy and the clean-shaven Frank Beard, they are still one of the best nights out on the live circuit. Any band that encores with 'The Yellow Rose From Texas' and sings Bruce's 'Born In The USA' in a Brummy accent are ail right. ■ INDEX COMPILED BY Dl CROSS 

UK CHARTS 
CHARTFILE 

KH REDBOX wigwam bam 
■ cover photography by Michael Putland 
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A R T I S T 
A G A I N S 
APARTHEID 
• BONO, PAT BENATAR, George Clinton and Grandmas- ter Melle Mel are just some of the stars who vwill be featured on an anti apartheid record to 
organisations. Bruce Springsteen's pal guitarist Steve Van Zant is be- hind the project which, calls it- self 'Artists Against Apar- theid'. The Band Aid style package is recording a single called 'Sun City' which will be 

Other people who have said they will be appearing are Clarence Clemons, David Ruf- fin, Eddie Kendricks, Jimmy Cliff, Lou Reed, Joey Ramone and Bobby Womack. 
• WOMACK AND WOMACK re- lease a double A-sided single featuring 'Eyes' and 'No Relief on August 26. They've also added a date to their tour at West Mailing Greenways on September 6. 
• CHINA CRISIS follow up 'King In A Catholic Style' with 'You Did Cut Me' oui on August 27. The single will be available as a dou- ble pack with an additional single featuring 'Christian' and 'Seven Sports For AU' recorded live. The Chinies have just completed an American tour. 

■ GOOD HEAD. Fine body. We've got a tasty brew to 
tickle your teste buds this week. Dexys are back, 

Madness hit the road. the Cure release an album and 
Alison Moyet plays some spécial jazz dates. RM re- 
freshes the parts other news pages never reach. 

v 

¥ 

DEXYS STAND UP 
DEXYS MIDNIGHT RUNNERS have returned at last. lill Their album 'Don't Stand Me Down' will be out on Friday September 13 and tracks include 'The Occasional Flicker', 'This 1s What She's Like', 'One Of Those Things' and 'Knowledge Of Beauty'. At the moment, Dexys say they have no plans to release a single. DMR now features a three piece nucleus of Kevin Rowland, Billy Adams and Flelen O'Flara supplemented by other musi- cians including Vincent Crâne, Nicky Gatfield and Mick Boulton. In ail there will be 12 personnel in the line up. DMR are now rehearsing for a tour and buying lots of new clothes. More détails when we get 'em, 

• SPEAR OF Destiny add a date to their tour at Chester Northgate Arena on October 26. Be there or be square. 
■ PREFAB SPROUT follow up 'Faron Young' with 'Appelile' out this week. It's taken from their much acclaimed and awfully hip 'Steve McQueen" album. Watch out for an extensive Fab- bies tour in tho autumn. 

• ZEKE MANYIKA and Dr Love have added a couple of dates to their tour at Folkestone Leescliff Hall August 23 and Scunthorpe Festival September 1, 

HEAVENLY 
TOUR ■ JAKI GRAHAM, who releases her album 'Heaven Knows' on Septem- ber 2, is hitting the road. She plays Southport Theatre on September 21, followed by Croydon Fairfield Hall 22, Nottingham Rock City 23, Cardiff St David's Hall 25, Chatham Central Hall 27, Oxford Apollo 29, Birmingham Odeon 30. London Dominion October 1. 

• KAJA, WHO used to be known as Kajagoogoo, unveil their st ling new image and release their single 'Shouldn't Do Thaf on ' gust 27. The first 10,000 copies of the seven inch single will corne in a spécial gatefold sleeve featuring 
and 'What Ever You Want'. Kaja are now Nick Beggs, Steve Askew and Stuart Neale. Their album 'Crazy People's Right To Speak' will be out on September 30. 
• SMART YOUNG thing David Cassidy releases bis single 'Some- one' on August 30. It's taken from bis album 'Romance' and the 12 ihch version features a remixed version of 'She Knows AU About 
• VIRGINIA ASTLEY, the thinking man's answer to Madonna, plays a date at St James Church in Pic- cadilly, London W1. on August 29. Virginia will be featured on keyboards and vocals with Au- drey Riley cello, Anne Stephenson violîn, Jocelyn Pook viola, Nick Pretzel drums and Martin Stephenson acoustic guitar. Gin- I relet September. 
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S C E N T FOR 
CHRISTMAS • MARILLION HAVE lined up a cracking Christmas tour. They'll be playing Brixton Academy December 13, St Austell Cornwall Coliseum 14, Brighton Centre 15, Glasgow Scottish Exhibition and Conférence Centre 17, Blackpool Opéra House 18, Birmingham NEC 19. Tickets for ail venues go on sale from August 21 except at Glasgow where they will be on sale from August 26. For the Brixton show there's a crédit card hotline on 01-748 8989 and for Birmingham there's a crédit card hotline on 021-730 4133. 

7. It's a 'Lavender' on August 2', completeiy re-recorded v the song featured on their aioum 'Misplaced Childhood' and the B- side is 'Freaks' a completeiy new track. The 12 inch version features an extended version of 'Lavender', delicately entitled 

R 0 M A N T I C 
S H E I L A 

HEAD ON CURE 

• SAL SOLO teams up with Clas- six Nouveaux again to release a single 'Heartbeat' this week. Sal 
miracle of life". You betcha. • THE ALARM release their single 'Strength' on September 16. Their 

■ THE CURE release their album 'The Head On The Door' on August 30. The album features 10 songs including 'In Be- tween Days', 'Kyoto Song' and 'The Blood'. The album was produced by Robert Smith and Dave Allen. Isn't he the Irish comedian with the missing fingers? 

■ SHEILA E, a very close friend of Prince, releases het album 'Romance 1600' on Au-' gust 26. The album is out on Prince's Paisley Park label and the tiny one is featured sing- ing on three of the eight cuts. 

weeks and they'll also be touring 

KING P0LISH up their boots for a tout in November. They kick oft with Edinburgh Playhouse November 8, followed by Aberdeen Capitol November 9, Nottingham Concert Hall 11, 12, Cardiff St David's Hall 13, Bristol Hippodrome 14, St Austell Coliseum 15, Southampton Gaumont 18, Birmingham Odeon 19, 20, Manchester Apollo 23, Newcastle City Hall 24, Sheffield City Hall 25, Hammers- mitb Odeon 28, 29. King's second album should be out just before Christmas. 

• WAIT FOR it, gruff voiced; legend Tom Waits will be playingl s a string of dates in October. Tomj j will be playing Edinburgh Play- J house October 14, followed by the London Dominion from Octo-i ber 16 to 19 and October 21 to < 24. Tickets for the Edinburgh £ show are £7.50 and £6.50 while inj I London they are £8.50 and £7.50. j I 

SHAKATAK 
THE NEW SINGLE 
CITY- RHYTHM 



S H 0 C K I N G 
P 0 G U E S • THE POGUES have run into trouble over their 'Rum, Sodomy And The Lash' album. Woolworths have insisted that each album carries a sticker warning the public that the record "contains language that might be considered offensive" and Virgin and S HMV headquarters have instructed their shops not to Play the record in case it shocks people. We at RECORD MIRROR can't blâme them. After listening to the Pogues album 

• BIG SOUND AUTHORITY have been forced to cancel their shows at Kempton Park Racecourse on August 31 and london South- wark Park on September 1, They say they have to blow out the concerts because of heavy record- ing schedules. • SHAKATAK RELEASE their single 'City Rhythm' on August 23. They'll be lining up a tour and releasing an album later in the ar. Bet ya can't wait. 
• RICK SPRINGFIELD, America's wer to Richard Drumrr.ie, re- leases his single 'State Of The Heart' on September 6. It's taken from Rick's recent album 'Tao'. 
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CHAKA FOR 
GLC FESTIVAL 

J A Z Z Y L A D Y 
■ ALISON MOYET will play three jazz dates in October accompanied by the 18 piece John Altman Jazz Orchestra. Alison will be appearing at the Chichester Festival Theatre October 24, Cork Opéra House 27, Lewisham Concert Hall 30. The dates are part of the Chichester Jazz Festival, the Guinness International Festival and the Lewisham Jazz Festival. AH tickets are £7,50 and they are available from box offices. After the dates, Alison will be going into the studio to record her second album. 

• LOS ANGELES band X have re- leased their single 'Burning House Of Love'. It's taken from their forthcoming album 'Ain't Love Grand'. The 12 inch will feature a cover version of 'Wild Thing', ori- ginally recorded by the Troggs years ago. X feature vocalist Exene Cer- venka (I hope I spelt that right) guitarist Billy Zoom, bassisf John Doe and drummer DJ Bonebrake. • OPUS FOLLOW up 'Live Is Life' with 'Flyin' High' out on August 30. Well, don't say we didn't 

THE NEW FLOOR-FILLER 
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Dancing On 
The Jagged Edge 

7" & 12" 
TAKEN FROM THE ALBUM 

'WHEN THE BOYS 
MEET THE GIRLS' 
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BLANCMANGE 
G E T SET ■ BLANCMANGE ARE back in action with a single, an album and a monster tour. Blancmange's single 'What's Your Problem' will be out on August 27 produced by Stewart Levine. Limited éditions of the single will be available as a double pack with an extra single fealuring 'Living On The Ceiling' and 'Feel Me'. The 12 inch version will include an extended version of 'Living On The Ceiling', Blancmange's third al' 
'Believe as the album cornes out Blancmange begin their tour at Poole Arts Centre. Then they play Brighton Dome October 12, Bristol Colston Hall 13, Birmingham Odeon 14, Oxford Apollo 15. Liverpool Royal Court 17. Newcastle City Hall 18, Glasgow Barrowlands 19, Edinburgh Playhouse 20, Preston Guildhall 22, Manchester Apollo 23, Sheffield City Hall 24, Leeds University 26, Leicester De Montfort Hall 27, Nottingham Royal Centre 28, Guildford Civic Hall 30, Norwich University 31, Hammersmith Odeon November2. 
• FURIOUS FUNKSTERS Level 42, 
They'll be playing Loughborough University October 24, Leeds Uni- versity 25, Sheffield City Hall 26, Manchester Apollo 27, Liverpool Royal Court 29, Glasgow Barrow- lands 31, Newcastle City Hall November 1, Oxford Apollo 3, Port- smouth Guildhall 4, St Austell Lei- sure Centre 5, Cardiff University 6, East Anglia University 8, Birming- ham Odeon 9, Hammersmith Odeon 10-12. Détails of another single from the lads will be available soon. 

Meadow, Cheltenham, on August 26. Money raised will be going to Ethiopia and several African bands will be flying in specially foi concert. Tickets are available local outlets. 

I.,^' 

MAD BUT MOT MAD ■ MADNESS PLAY their first tour for two years in October. The 'Mad Not Mad' tour will last four and a half weeks taking in 25 dates. This historié event begins at Cork City Hall on October 22, folio- wed by Galway Leisureland 23, Belfast Maysfield 25, 26, Dublin SFX 27, 28, Birmingham Odeon 30, Cardiff University 31, St Austell Coliseum November 1, Bristol Colston Hall 3, Leicester De Montfort Hall 4, Norwich UEA 5, Manchester Apollo 7, Liverpool University 8, Southampton Gaumont 9, Crawley Leisure Centre 10, Aberdeen Capitol 12, Glasgow Barrowlands 13, Edinburgh Playhouse 14, Sheffield University 17, Newcastle City Hall 18, Leeds University 19, Gloucester Leisure Centre 20, Hammersmith Odeon 23, 24. Tickets are on sale from usual agents. Mike Barson has been replaced by no less than two keyboard players, but who those men are must remain a mystery for the tir Madness' last show in Britain wi mas '83. 
• BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN'S side- kick Nils Lofgren, will be playing a Christmas tour in his own right. The small yet perfectly formed guitarist will be appearing at Leeds University December 9, Birming- ham Odeon 10, Hammersmith Odeon 12, 13, Edinburgh Usher Hall 15, Newcastle City Hall 16, Manchester Apollo 17, Notting- ham Royal Centre 18, Guildford Civic Hall 19, Brighton Dome 21, Bournemouth International Centre 22, St Austell Coliseum 23. Tickets are available from box offices and usual agents. Nils will be bouncing around on an Olympic size trampo- 

■ YOUNG HIPSTER Vaughn Toulouse releases his single 'Cruisin' The Serpentine' on Au- gust 30. The 12 inch version in- 1 
cludes a club mix of the song. 
• DIO, A band so ugiy we can't possibly print a picture of them, release their album 'Sacred Heart' on August 30. The album has nine tracks and is produced by elfin like Ronnie James Dio. The group have just set off on a wing ding Amer- ican tour. 

is at the London Lyceum, Christ- 
• SQUEEZE, WHO release their album 'Cosi Fan Tutti Frutti' on August 30 will play a nine date tour in October. See 'em at Oxford Apollo October 6, Ipswich Gaumont 7, Leicester De Montfort Hall 8, Nottingham Royal Centre 9, Newcastle City Hall 10, Liverpool Royal Court 12, Manchester Apollo 13, Hammersmith Odeon 14, Birm- ingham Odeon 16. Tickets are on sale from box offices and usual 
• EINSTURZENDE NEUBAUTEN play dates at Preston Clouds Au- gust 30, Sheffield Leadmill September 1, London Heaven 2. 
F RI E N D L Y 
COMMOTION ■ LLOYD COLE and the cute- some Commotions release their single 'Brand New Friend' on September 6. On the B-side you'll find 'Her Last Fling', while the 12 inch version features two spanking good iive ver- sions of '2CV' and 'Speedboat'. The Commos are currently in the studio recording fresh material and sorting out what they're going to play on their tour. 

(C4) features Freddie Jacksoni Nona Hendryx and Martha Reeves And The Vandellas. 'Wogan' (BBC 1, 7pm) has Blancmange. 
SATURDAY'S 'Saturday Pic- ture Show' (BBC 1, 8.30am) has a pop profile on Bananar- ama and '30 Years Of Rock' (Radio 1, Ipm) features the events, music and personali- ties of 1973. Graham Ban- nerman has Prefab Sprout and The Light in his show on Radio 1 at 7.30 pm. 
SUNDAY finds Jools Holland looking at jazz in 'WalkinS To New Orléans' (C4, 7.1» pm). Sting pops up PlaV'n^ 'New Moon Over Bourdon Street'. 
MONDAY finds Thomas 0^ by entertaining the mas in 'Wogan' (BBC 1, 7pml- 
TUESDAY's 'No Limits' (BJ^ 2, 7 pm) looks at the sig and sounds of Sheffield Joe Cocker, ABC and Det 
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reviewed by paul sexton 
SINGLE O F THE WEEK 

STEVE SPARLING 'Mercy Mercy Me/God Is Love' (Important) It's a tonic for the troops when a guy you've never heard of cornes along with a killer such as this, a respectful revisit to Marvin Gaye's 'What's Going On' album to pair two of its highlights into the perfect marriage. Just the right amount of Eighties' sass, plus ail the original oozing Seventies' soul, equals a real joybringer. 
RUNNERS-UP MADNESS 'Yesterday's Wlen' (Zarjazz) Like going back home and finding your kid brother's 

 m" m"... 'Baggy Trousers' — a leisurely, styhsh, harmonie smooeh with a fine, lazy sax slithering through it. They took their time and got it right. DENISE LASALLE 'Come To Bed' (Epie) Is it too much to ask that the seaside-special jollity of 'Toot Toot' will have opened some ears to one of America's great vétérans of soul? This is the real Denise, back in the bedroom where she does ail her best work. If you see what I mean. Out twice before and not the sort of proposition you should turn down again. JAK1 GRAHAM Heaven Knows' (EMI) Britain's best soul voice gives an '84 Derek Bramble song another shot, slightly reworked but still well on target and the perfect last dance. Jak, it J great thîngs, WORKING WEEK 'I Thought l'd Never See You Again' (Virgin) Once again from the h/Vorking ^ 
faifure of the mighty 'Sweet 
cocktail' lounge approach, and pull it off unflinchingly. Elegance itself, vinylised. 
COMMEN DATIONS PREFAB SPROUT 'Appetite' (Kitchenware) 'Faron Young' deserved a better shake, and although 'Appetite' isn't hit single material it's still a hard-sell billboard for the 'Steve McQueen' album. Tom Dolby's production and Paddy McAloon's breathiness gell well. THE POGUES 'Dirty Old Town' (Stiff) A sympathetic Costello styling and a Pogue-ish rendition of the folk favourite written by Kirsty MacColl's old man. Much more of this and Val Doonican, the Spinners and company will be drawing dole. MERCY MERCY "What Are We Gonna Do About It' (Ensign) Light soul harmonies and a Phil Fearon/Galaxy sound for the duo of Colin Hughfield Young and Luke Tunney, a real creeper if you 
JOCELYN BROWN 'Too Through' (Excaliber) Not new Jocelyn, but in the n 

SHARON BROWN 'I Specialize In Love' (Virgin) CLASS ACTION 'Weekend (J've) Dance faves of three and two years ago respectively. Both thankfuîly out again m their original forms, rather than as pan of the ridiculous remix rnania we're going through, and both still sound right on the one. 
THE TWELFTH MAN 'It's Just Not Cricket' (EMI) Are tbey su Richie Benaud won't sue? Qyite chucklesome pastiche, Aussie style, of a test match . commentary. But you won t hear too much of ^.0^.1h® rasn'°'know the meaning of some of these 
BB&Q 'Minutes Away' (Cooltempo) After 'Genie' cracked the top 40 and then was scandalously allowed to slip away, what hope for this, you may ask? But it is a very persuasive ballad, well voiced again by Curtis Hairston. 
FRANK S1DEBOTTOM 'Frank's Firm Favourites' (Régal Zonophone) He wrote to record companies for pamphlets on how to become a pop star, received no replies, and did it himself. The only man who sings through an invisible comb and paper does his, um, unique versions of 'Every Breath You Take', 'Bohemian Rhapsody' and more. I defy you not to laugh. 
THE COMMODORES 'Janef (Motown) Releasing 'Animal Instinct' as the follow-up to 'Nightshift' was an utter aberration. 'Janef always was the likely lass from the album, a fine mid-pacer co-written by the stupendous Bobby Caldwell. 
MR MISTER 'Broken Wings' (RCA) JOHN PARR 'St Elmo's Fire' (London) More of that Glenn Frey-type American rock you're not supposed to like, but can't help yourself. Either or both of these could cross the water well, John Parr the more likely, as ifs already top 10 there. 
THEY ALSO SERVED SISTER SLEDGE 'Dancing On The Jagged Edge' (Atlantic) At least this time they don't sound as if they were produced by 

Mickey Mouse. 'Jagged Edge' is harder and sharper ail over but perhaps a bit of a shock for the 'Frankie' crowd. 
BRYAN FERRY 'Don't Stop The Dance' (EG) What I hear as lightweight in Ferry, others hear as style. This is definitely for them. l'Il pass one more time. 
THE THOMPSON TWINS 'Don't Mess With Doctor Dream' (Arista) Commendabje anti- 
rather a plodder compared to the pop craft of ail the singles from 'Into The Gap'. 
(Chrysalis) I still tf Huey and the honchos will make it here, maybe not with this latest US smash, but eventually. 
THE DREAM ACADEMY The Love Parade' (blanco y negro) Produced, interestingly, by Alan Tarney. Although they deserve a 
 n Town', come the en ..js still waiting for the action Gave me a crazy feeling it reminded me or Prefab Sprou 

SHAKATAK 'City Rhythm' (Polydor) The plinkety pianot , finally seem to be out to grass, \ u.., .ù i : i n/inn 

MAURICE WHITE'Stand By Me' (CBS) The Earth, Wind And Fire leader spends years deliberating about a solo album and what does he finally come up with? A weary cover of the Ben t King great. Not even close, Morrie. 
THE COMSAT ANGELS Tm Falling' (Jive) Atmosphenc or sluggish, depending on whien way the wind blows. But an intriguing collaboration between the Angels and James 'Juicy Fruif Mtume, of ail people. 
BANANARAMA 'Do Not Disturb' (London) The day 1 
'nanas risk a solo vocal is the daV we find out whether they ca^n iing. Some of ie had ou' 
the dance flavour's strong ou , droning still cornes through 



Reporter Adam Lawrence 
uncovers two hot 

stories. 
One leadsto love. 

The other could lead 
to jail. 
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They're fighting 
fit for 
chart attack — 
and a swift parry 
with Dylan Jones. 
Action shots: 
Paul Cox 

B 

ANANARAMA HAVE nearlv ail the ingrédients of a near- perfect pop group for the not-so-perfect Eighties. They're three young. white, good-looking girls with well-rounded songs, hearty production and chic posi- ivism. 
A Caucasien, street-wise Suprêmes for our times — some peo- ple say they should be where Madonna is . . . everywhere. And they want to be. The only problem is that they won't always play bail and have an undéserved réputation for being 'difficult'. They've been called everything from char ladies to Camden Town chanteuses, and ever since their musical embarkations with Fun Boy Three back in early '82, they've rarely been out of the média spotlight. They're constantly at odds with the music press's indelible image of them as goofy girls with nothing up- 

our oananarama remam unscathed. They've produced some spruce and shrill musical soliloqui three-minute beach records with choruses and refrains wh cling to the memory like sweat to the brow They had a huge hit in the States recently with 'Cruel Si mer but the.r last two British singles, 'Rough Justice' and H line To Heaven', didn't tare so well. Their latest release, 'Do Mot Disturb', is a song that would ! gently mto the charts without anyone really noticing. thougl 

u n » n pa96 three 9irl Samantha Fox. . . DubUcitv thTrlraT the Papers' but was exactlV the k' publicity that they long to leave behind. 



f 

But now that they've successfully re- corded at least half of their forthcoming LP, Bananarama seem happy and confi- dent about the future. 
I caught up with Siobahn, Sarah and Keren in their break at the Covent Garden Fitness Centre. They were limbering up, working out and learning to tap dance for their forthcoming British tour. Strains of J J Cale and Fleetwood Mac washed over the assembled nautilus, smouldering shoulders and Adonis-bound bodies — real AOF (Adult Orientated Fitness). Work that Walkman ... ! 

• So. how healthy are you? Siobahn: We nearly died the first time that we did this. I couldn't walk for a week because I ached so much. We've been doing classic dance moves for about six weeks, toning ourselves up for the tour. Keren: There's no point in doing something unless you're gonna do it properly. l'd been to the odd dance class in the past but people don't do it properly unless they have the right ■ ' " great sense of achieve- u do st 

it was ail a bit of a giggle, and was to be on Top Of The Pops ■ realised that this is what we do with our lives. We want to Wham! or Duran Duran, and link we are capable of it or else 
• Are any of you still overweight? Keren: You cheeky sod, none of us is! 
• Some people say that you should be as big as Madonna — what do you think of her? Sarah: We saw her in Los Angeles and she put on a really brilliant, really professional show. Siobahn: She's really pretty as well. She's a it really showed through =--- " she iverything everything perfectly ... constantly chang- her clothes and her dance routines. ing 
• But what about the way she's been marketed? Siobahn: We've been outspoken about girls who have marketed themselves as dummies who are just using their bodies to further their careers, but Madonna's records are good, She looks great and she performs well. There's no- thing wrong in that. Keren: She's a hard, bitchy sex symbol, not a dumb blonde like Marilyn Monroe. She's really positive. She does what she wants to, and makes people see her way. There's nothing stupid or dumb about Madonna. 
• Do you object to the way you've been marketed in the past? Sarah, Siobahn and Keren: Yes. Siobahn; We were always portrayed as three silly little girls who had to smile for the 
proper management, and some people think that the only reason we've been successful is because we are pretty. But we've been suc- cessful for three years because of the quality 
Keren: You don't stay aroi you're just a novelty, and our novelty w a long time ago. We've had to fight back with good material otherwise we'd have surik. Siobahn: There have been a lot of pretty girls who've sunk in the past. It's unfortunate, be- cause it's quite hard to see it actually happen- ing when you are being marketed. We are stupid and we do have a stupid sense of 
women? The press always manages to catch us when we are at our most rowdy and they always portray that side of us. There is another side to us that never gets revealed by the press, just because it's easier for them to portray us as being brainless. 
• Are you still great fans of Samantha Fox? Sarah: Everybody mentions that épisode and I hate the way the press always brings it up. Keren: It was a very small part of an interview when we were asked what we thought of page three girls. We naturally said it was sick and degrading, that's ail. Then it was ail over the newspapers and we were misquoted like mad. Siobahn: Big tits of page three are really damaging to our society. 
• Have you been on holiday this year? Siobahn: We did a TV show in Hawaii... that was a sort of holiday. Sarah: It was the Miss Hawaiian Tropic show and was really tacky. Keren: The stories we could tell you about that! Everything you hear about beauty con- tests is true. We saw it happening in front of our eyes and it was sickening. 
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THE LEAGUE OF 

^ENT/EMEN 
as told to JIM REID 

THE LEAGUE were recovering from Madonna's wedding. Suffering from the side effects of repeated plays of the record 'Like A Virgin' and the foodstuff known as 'gherkin sandwich' they looked for a bar that served persons not in the habit of saying, 'hey bartender l'm really into personal growth'. They were not successful. So retiring to decided to folio their forefather: 1e example of 
ribald and highly informed badinage... "By ail the hops that a pint of wallop make, l'm bored," said Bertie Beerbarrel turning from an American TV quiz show called 'Loud, Vulgar And Where's Nicaragua Anyway'. "Can't get a decent drink anywhere, can't find a copy of the 'Bookmaker' anywhere, can't even fihd a bally 
touch of the old Queen's English.' Beerbarrel was a troubled man. Drugs, football hooliganism, the Queen Mother's birthday, none of this meant anything to him. He was totally untouched by the hysterical rantings of Maggie, Murdoch and MaxwelTs Britain. No, he sought solàce in the more permanent features of English life. And so, stuck in California with his best chums he decided to talk about Twiggy. For after ail Neasden was only a mile from Staples Corner... "By Cad it's good to see Twiggy back in the news," he said to his baffled colleagues. "Pair takes me back to my days in a tie dye T-shirt, but I digress. T seems that Twiggy has signed a rather substantial recording deal with MCA records and will be adding her undoubted vocal prowess to the top 40 pronto , . . "While Duran's John Taylor is the place he always seems to be ... in the arms of a model girlfriend. Sorry, his latest blonde girlfriend is a model, that should read. She's 19 and she's called Rene Simonsen. Even money 

"And six to four on Paul McCartney is a pretty angry chap at the moment. Y'see the one whose microphone doesn't work properly has been outbid for 

the rights to his own songs by Michael Jackson. In one of the biggest coups in music publishing history MJ bid £33 million for ATV Music thus acquiring 270 of the Beatles songs plus the publishing rights to songs by Little Richard, the Pointer Sisters, Pat Benatar and the Pretenders. Rumours that Jackson is to become Fulham FC's sponsor for the new football season were firmly denied by Mr Solly Blimey last weekend ... "Police drummer Stewart Copeland has also expressed no interest in becoming Fulham's 
line for mucho money. Nope, he is not about to become M 
hâ^jûst been paid a very large sum to write the theme music for a new US TV sériés called 'The Equaliser'. The sériés is about a retired intelligence officer. Stew's Pa used to be in the CIA, my father was the Lord Lieutenant of the Brent Valley ... "A position never held by the imposter calling himself Prince. However, the crazy one was seen holding something 

ruling out Barbara Windsor "And Paul King. He may ha îir, but he ain't blond. H to sign a n. Boots 17. What this involves nobody knows, though expect DM's to corne in a sickly shade of turquoise this winter... Also inking commercial deals: the Thomspon Twins and Swatch Watches ... "While Ted, corne on you khow Ted lead guitarist with the Promise?, fbund himself in a German jail last week after getting himself a teeny bit drunk; ie he got into a fight and was dumped into clink for the evening. The Promise are recording an LP in Germany, the last time I was there I was fighting a war... "Now German may be a confounded language, but would you know what Woyehyeh meant if someone whispered it to you over a pint of Guinness? No, of course you wouldn't. Being totally unaffected by the silly ,A 
3î the 

explain. Woyehyeh is the latest project of Culture Club drummer Jon Moss. Jon will co-write and produce for the band whose two full time members are Miss Shee and ex Talk Talk person Simon Brenner ■ • • "Come to think of it the expression 'Woyehyeh' would probably go down rather well with the Thompson Twms, but they're a bit too busy for that at the moment. Their next single, 'Doctor Dream' (out this week) is ail about drug addiction. To go with the frightening images of the video of the song there are a number of equally frightening captions ... these beihg submitted by ex-addicts who attend reformed criminal Jimmy Boyle's Gateway Exchange Centre in Edinburgh ... "And to end on an anti-herom note, the rather nice pic of Kirk Brandon and Dame Vera Lynn on this page, is a taster for the anti-heroin gig the good dame will be playing this Saturday. The woman who single handedly won World War Two will be joining Hawkwind, Spear Of Destîny, and The Armoury Show on stage at the Crystal Palace Bowl. Vera will lead the finale and perform a couple of favourites. Does this give new meaning to the 'White Cliffs Of Dover' 1 wonder?" Indeed. But for the moment such spéculation was lost on the League Of Gentlemen. The very mention of the 'White Cliffs of Dover' only served to amplify their current plight. Stuck in California with no beer, no decent reading matter, surrounded by 24 hour a day joggers they began to believe the fates were conspiring against them. Times were desperate for the League Of Gentlemen .. 
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BELOUIS SOME 'Some People' (Parlophone SOME 1) NOW THIS is the man that rather a lot of money has been put behipd. Parlophone obviously feel 
flashy présentation for a flashy artist who owes not a little to the David Bowie school of suave and slinky performers. I was unconvinced — mainly because the two recent singles . 'Imagination' and 'Some People' were accomplished dance tracks, but with Bowie's backing band you'd expect nothing less, Strange thing is — l've begun to 

01) et that al movie soundtracks se same. Not surprising, seeing as most are written by the same man — Maurice Jarre, daddy of Jean Michel and vétéran composer of scores for the likes of 'Lawrence Of Arabia', 'Doctor Zhivago' and 'Witness'. Two things make his work for 

the third 'Mad Max' film more then just another soundtrack of anonymous — if pleasant — 
The first — and most important — is Tina Turner. 'We Don't Need Another Hero' you'll already know — and a classier song written for a film you're unlikely to hear. Her other offering, 'One Of The Living', highlights the other high spot of the soundtrack — some hot, wayward sax. 

(and l've seen it twice — ya, boo, sucks!) and an evocative ren.L of Mel Gibson (swoon), Tina ai 

ORIGINAL MOTION PICTURE SOUNDTRACK 'Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome' (Capitol She has a criminally gorgeous 
definitely ones to flyto when the box of tissues starts taking a pounding! She has an original backing group which features the hitherto ignored possibilities and delights of strings, trumpets, vibraphones and harp. This Imaginative record is full of beautiful torch songs for long, 

alarmingly far up the syrup-o- meter. ■■■<6 Nancy Culp AURRA: 'Like I Like It* (10 DIX 12) IF YOU'RE a fuhker of some standing, and recall brilliant funk outings like 'Are Vou Singli ' 'Nasty Disp--"' imgle, d'Make U 
dance rhythms for lightweight, pop:aimed, but certainly not unpleasant disco ditties. 'Like I Like It' was a highly infectious, if superficial, hit. Much of the rest of the stuff seems to concentrate too much on the pop angle, and too little on the funk side. So tracks like 'Bedtime Story' and 'Hooked On You' are dull whîle the bland 'I Love Myself borders dangerously on the terrible, But l've fallen deeply in love with the ballad 'I Keep Waiting' and 'Keep On Dancing' isn't bad. The standout is the new single 'Happy Feeling' which is cheering me up at the moment. A gritty bass line, and a funky feel, makes it a great favourite on the club 

m they do, they kr - ■■■ Damon Rochefort 
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Remember 

Now remembe r 

On September 21 rather a lot of people will be pvuchasing a totally new magazine. 

Ils name is im and it is possibly the boldest music magazine in the world. 

It's a big magazine, A double Scotch sized whopper, with more room for pictures, more room for words, 

more room for charts... in fact big enough to cover that nasty damp stain in the living room. 

It's a colourful magazine. Think of the number ot colour pix in1 the magazine you are now reading... and 

then double it. 

It's a knowledgeable magazine. The most compirehensive charts coverage of any magazine ever. 

It's a live magazine. The best live reviews, the best live guide, the liveliest views and opinions. 

It's a broad magazine. Everything from U2 to the Woodentops and then back. And that means... Sade, 

socks, Style CouncU, Beastie Boys, Lloyd Cole, James, Chakk, Frankie, Echo, Elvis, New Order, Old Bowie, 

cashmere sweaters, Def Jam, film, video and a pint of the best. 

tm starts on September 21. . "t- ' " 
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these fact s. 
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Jacks and the Co-Stars." Fay Hallam, keyboardist and singe, 

IMliiS 

NOW AVAILABLE IN THE U.K. 
THE EUROPEAN SMASH SINGLE ! 
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'wexe not mindless idiots ' 

'we think seriously as well», says buster bloodvessel, 
a man who takes his trousers off in an extremely artisiic and 
sensitive manner 

IENTION BAD Manners to any TWA staff and they're likely to foam at the mouth and turn ex- tremely nasty. Buster and his lads have been wreaking havoc across America 
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and I thought it was just soft porn. I can't see 

s:H:= don't believe it. Y: 

/ 



passionsofClaudia brucken 
STORY LESLIE 0T00LE PHOTOS MICHAEL PUTLAND 

O STANDS for Propagande and their new single, 'P-Machinery'. It also stands for passion and RM decided to pop the question to Claudia 
Brucken. No, sillies, not that question. ZTT supremo and sometime scribe, 
Paul Morley, got in there first (he and Claudia tied the knot on St Valen- tine's Day). No, the question we posed was the following — what do you feel passionately about? 

minThomVi'n a'tTxi."^had ^een ^ut out 
S. 

"I like the spirit of it. It's a bit secret, mv fiât ail the time and I use it for sont 

And what of Propagandajs recent live re- 
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the(very)s o F t se l l 
how an éx-soul boy and a one-time genesis admirer came to m< 

hype-free pop records, lesley OTooSe swallows jt a!! 

WSÏÏSSS People's 'Rescue Me' and Vitamin Z's 'Circus 
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Ehtnes W.RecordMirrorGreatërLondon House, Hampstead ' Road, London NW1 7QZ. There s the grand sum ot a fiver in record tokens for the first correct solution received. ACROSS . , 3 Paul hasn't been able to keeo thîs , Annie's conclusion mvolves a quiet (3,6,2,11) P 
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' new single 

- Heaven Knows NEW VERSION 

c/w Whos Making Up Your Mind 
Extended 3-Track î2'AIsoAvaiIable 

Produced byDerek Bramble   
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