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THE PASTELS vicious attack on cuties shock! 9 VESTA WILLIAMS definitely not boil-in-lhe-bag mu 
lO IIP saucy, salacious, sexy 
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NEW BANDS 
G O S S I P 

14   hurrah!, shrîekback, doug e fresh, black 
16 JEFF GOLDBLUM ail obout 'the fl/ H 1 8 THRASHING DOVES ^ margoret thatcher's favoorite group Q 20 THE GODFATHERS 
22 LIVERPOOL 24 LETTERS 
26 EYEDEAL the fly, ferris buelleds day off, afler hours 

photos) 
32 VIEW FROM THE HILL well, are they rebels? 34 LIVES luther vandross, the judds, hurrah!, happy mondays 
36 ICA 
37 SUDDENSWAY arty talk from arty boys 38 THE TOP 40 GETS PRETTY will '87 see an explosion of new, young 

C 40 HUSKER DU C anglophiles on parade 42 BAD 

Front cover photography: Patrick 'Crazyhead' Quîgly Turn to the centre pages for our excitir new information package INFACT 

(responsible for the Cocteaus. Colourbox and others' arcwork), have now made a set of postcards, | resplendent in the guise of some of 

winging then they're set to grâce t thousand Halls Of Résidence. 

ERASURE will follow the mega success of 'Sometimes' with their single 'If Doesn'f Have To Se' ouf on Monday, February 16. The flip side is 'In The Hall Of The Mountain King' and the 12 inch will include a spécial 'Betty Boop mix' of 'Who Needs Love Like That'. Vince and Andy have just completed work on their second album and it will be released in the near future. Work on the album has been delayed due to Andy Bell's emergency appendix opération and the studio flooding during the recent bad 
Brasure are currently planning an extensive tour and détails will be known 
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Born again blonde, Debbie Harry, releases her single 'Free To Fall' on Monday, February 16. The flip side is 'Feel The Spin' which was originally featured in the film 'Krush Groove'. The 12 inch features the bonus track 'Secret Life'. Debbie has been in Engtand making a video and presenting a trophy at the BRI Awards. 

Run-DMC and the Beastie Boys will be touring togefher in the spring. The shows will be head- lined by Run-DMC with the Beas- ties supporting. The date sheet reads: Brixton Academy Saturday, May 23, Manchester Apollo 25, Birmingham Odeon 26, Brighton Centre 27. Tickets are available from usual agents. For Brixton they are ail £7.50, at Manchester they are £5.50, £6.50 and £7.50, while at Birmingham they are £5.50, £6.50 and £7.50. For Brighton, they are ail priced £6.50. Tickets for ail the concerts are also available by mail from Camouflage Concert Productions Ltd, 1 -2 Munro Terrace, London SW10 0DL. Add a 50p booking fee to the cost of each ticket, en- close a sae, and please clearly stipulate which town the tickets are required for. 
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• The Go-Betweens prove that their lacklustre Xmas concerts were nowt but a hiccup with the release of a superb new single next week. 'Right Here' looks set to finally give the Go-Betweens that extra push to have them pouring out of radios and beaming out of TV screens ail over the nation. Grant McLennan's voice delivers an almost irritatingly catchy pop song backed with the added touch of Amanda Brown's violin and voice. Tm telling you, this single is the best thing the band have done since 'Man O' Sand, Girl O' Sea'. A chorus to chase the blues away. AS 
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, Germaine", but before the sherbet touched his throat, he was dead. stoggering ta the floor he looked me in the eye: "William, it was real nathing,- he said as three large men left the^Dar, sharpish. My name 
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KOOL MOE DEE 
Dapper rapper Kool Moe Dee has been enlisted in the war on AIDS. The West Germon government has decided to use his single 'Go See The Doctor' in their AIDS campaign. They've sent copies of the single to more thon 300 discos ond the single is constantly play- ed on the radio as part of the govern- menfs AIDS publicity campaign. Thousands of condoms are also being sent out in Germany in spécial packs printed with 'Go See The Doc- tor'. As far as we know this is the first time that condoms have been avi able in a pack featuring o song lyric. "Kool Moe Dee is very happy help the Germon government in t way," says a spokesperson for record company. Bet he's rather pie ed about the free publicity foi 

Just what the pop world needs, eh — sponsorship from sports companies, hence the rather fetching gear shown oft here by Tahn Chi. Fortunately, the threesome have infinitely better taste in music. Meeting at Salfotd University and desperate for a name, they plumped for a moniker purloined from an acoushos lecture -lîîîust in case you were wondermg. ,Frontman Tracy (the poor deai) descrlbes their first single 'Rhythm' as "fairly beefy pop. We believe in modération in every- thing except music," Fairly beefy it is too, and be wamed, "w 
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"She was in a club celebrating her brother s birthday and 1 wasplayingin theband.She cameup tome \ and told me she liked my musio." Ask him if he >■ 
On the strength of his hit single, 'C'est^La Vm'.^you 
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VALENTINES 
TO CROON TO 

1 'Money's Too Tight To Mention' the Valentine Bros 
2 'Love To Love You 

Boby' Donna Summer 
3 'Hot Love' T Rex 4 'Love Cornes In Sports' 

Johnny Moped 
5 'Walk Tair Valentine Doanigan 
6 'Love You More' Buzzcocks 
7 'Love Me Do' the Beatles 
8 'Bastard Of Our Love' Psychaanalysts 
9 'Still In Love With You' 

Thin Lizzy 
10 'Whole Lotta Love' Led 

Zeppelin (!) 
Compiled by Dr Christian 
Barnard's lanely hearts club 

THE GRADUATES 
Can it really be 10 whole yeors since 'Grange Hill' first glimmered on our Apparently sa, for last week, several old boys/girls decided on a bit of and here they are looking full of wonderful memories and hopes for the future (or not, as the case may be). Not surprisingly, most of the Fleet Street yobs □n Tully hoping for any 
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FISH, CHIPS & VESTA 
ing and fro-ing in LA, and a last few months that have seen her getting in with ail the right people. Tm on the Jeffrey Osbome album, the Dazz Band LP, the last Christopher Cross LP. Gordon Lightfoot, Jermaine Jackson... I did some work with Julio Iglesias but I 
aIWWa" also singing on the soundtrack of the hit 
rgvia^C^^^S^. very hopeful ni be able to put together a stand- 

in the process of doing his album too, 
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New 7"& 
Extended 12" Single 

OUT NOW! 
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JOCKSOfl, who now fovours a far more exotic dish In the form of Sophia Lor Are they about fo moke a re-cover version of 'Goodness Grocious Me'? May 
^b' 

EHEE;L-H£F° 
. / we haven't had a Matl 
ï.r,* 

s;SKrS:T.ri 

ibout Ihe reference to Mott And is the Los Pop caption last week, Ross that too? 

daimed to hove reolly quife enjoyed it! Ah well, some of os are just ploin 11 said before. 
iS that too? (Desperate, I mean.) beenseenooton^nwlth 

Matt was"on MIy''" '0°Minutés', introdocin^vorious videos, some ofhis 

SSSSE 

AndThe™heynfinbShe™on°he5ubjed, 
K^^t^oos 

cuSyCs^n\d\oethot0|o!tnb,ô?tfonof 
ko,. 

ôamorn 
THENEW 
LP& CASSETTE 
A CHANGE 
OF HEART 
'Excellent' - The London Standard 
Includes The 
Forthcoming Single 
THE DREAM 
Appearing Live 
Saturday February 28th 
& Sunday March Ist 
at Hammersmith Odeon 
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«fliGniGUTfiiy^ic» 
SHRIEKBACK HAVE OPTEDTOMAKE A DIFFERENT KINDOFMUSIC, ONE WHICHEXALTSHUMANFRAILTY AND 

THE HARMONIOUSMESSOF NATURE OVERTHESIMPL1STICREDUCTIONSOFOURCRUDECOMPUTERS 

BIG NIGHTMUSIC. AS GOOD AS SHRIEKBACK COULDMAHEIT.NOWIT'SALLYOURS. 
»■■■ ■■ g 

PRODUCED BV GAVIN MACKILLOP AND BARRY ANDREWS 
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HURRAH! 'Tell God Tm Here' (Kitchenware 208201) It's been a long time coming, and the Hurrah! boys Sound like the studio can barely contain their enthusiasm and relief at finally bringing these nuggets to our eager ears. 'Hip Rock '87' it says in the press release and who'd argue with that? 'Tell God l'm Here' will provide anyone with an afîectionate, if concealed, vein of 'rockism' in their soûls with a collection of anthems to bop to without fear of pillory. Guitars to the fore, impassioned vocals at straining point and embellishments kept on a tight rein, Hurrah! know exactly how far to go. Apart from the excellent recent singles, the stand out tracks here are 'Walk In The Park' which batters you into submission and is gone before you can get a good look at its face, 'How Many Rivers' which masters a few clichés with ease, and the exhilerating 'Miss The Kiss'. Hurrah! are caught between rock and pop at the moment, between prose and pose, but on Tell God l'm Here' they walk the dividing lines with great skill. They're out there alone at the start of '87 in the 'Hip Rock' stakes and while that can be a lonely place, it may still prove to be their ace card. Watch this space!»H Andy Strickland 
SHRIEKBACK 'Big Night Music' (Island ILPS 9849) Surprisingly, Shriekback are still a beacon beaming through pop's murkiness having relinquished their firebrand blend of incandescent funk, these elder sutesmen of the dance 

floor strike a more refined pace these days. Tunes are still tight and tingly, while Dave Allen's voice fluctuâtes between fevered whisper and fractured growl. Shriekback's world, meanwhile, is populated by peculiar, almost childlike visions and a resolute détermination to stick to their funk- fused guns. Also, it may be added, an unashamed fascination with pretension. If this was anyone else, 'Big Night Music' might be verging on the twee/ridiculous. Shriekback though, get away with the perverseness of it ail; intertwining 'art' with easy listening to sublime effect.BBBB Lesiey O'Toole 
BIG BLACK 'The Hammer Party* (Homestead HMS044)/ 'Atomizer'(Blast First BFFPII) Big Black are to chart pop music what 200lbs of gelignite are to the Houses of Parliament total destruction. Hailing from Chicago, Illinois, this amalgam of pummeling guitars. fast electronic drumbeats and brutally direct lyrics has been festering for over four years, its development being charted on these two LPs. "The Hammer Party' consista of Big Black's first two EPs, 'Lungs' and 'Bulldozer', compressed onto one record and while, as the sleeve notes admit, it probably sounded quite brutal at the time (1982), in the harsh light of 1987 it now seems somewhat tame. But that may just be because we now have the more decent 'Atomizer' to compare it with. Actually released last year, this 10 track hunk of mind-numbing rock thump is the kind of record that grabs you by the throat and demands to be played loud. In the same way that the Fall have an obsession with the dirt and perversion in ordinary people's lives, so vocalist/lyricist Steve Albin! zéros . in on Individual instances of death, destruction and sexual deviancy. 'Atomizer' is an album full of the anger of a man concerned about his own life, and as such it is also an intcnsely passionate record. The music used to convey this passion is equally aggressive and what better vehide for this than the sound of loud, distorted electric guitars? Big Black are putting the danger back into music: play 'Atomizer' to your mum and then watch her smash the record player.BH and John Rae 
DOUG E FRESH AND THE GET FRESH CREW 'Oh My God' (Cooltempo CTLP 3) 'Yo! Doug' was the chant nearly two years ago when Doug E Fresh hit the decks most convincingly with 'The 

; Show'. Some nine months later the ; song crossed over into the ; mainstream pop charts, with probably the first ever UK showing ; of the human beat box (and certainly , the best). Despite a spirited, albeit dated, i remix of 'The Show', the remainder ; of this LP is riddled with hackneyed ; hip hop work outs — obligatory go- : go beats thrown in for good 

failed to develop, leaving no one more disappointed than myself. Is it real or is it Doug E Fresh? Sadly, I don't think too many people care anymore.BB Hip Hop Howie 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 'Don't Shoot' (ZIPPO RECORDS ZONG 009) They call it 'dirty' country and at the moment it's tearing up the margins of US rock. As a reaction to stadium rock excess and cheap video pap, there's a real explosion in American 'roots' music right now. As a resuit, country and western has been re- appraised, beefed up and adapted by any number of hungry bar hands. At the commercial end of this spectrum you have the likes of Dwight Yoakam, at the dirtier end stuff like this tasty 'Don't Shoot' compilation. In the main, it's a rough 'n' sweaty rock-country hybrid — mélodie, weighty slices of drinkin', drivin' and the big open spaces. Stand outs include Danny and Dusty's chunky 'Bend In The Road', John Doe's skifflin' 'Wreckin Bail' and the one trad weepie c&w ballad Julie Christensen's 'Almost Persuaded', co-written by Billy Sherrill and flooded with enough tears to re-float the Titanic.BBBB Jim Reid HUGH MASEKELA WITH KALAHARI 'Tomorrow' fWEA 254 573-1) V 
Does African music baffle you? Does it ail sound the same? Have you given it a quick once over and decided to move on? Well. think agam. This album, recorded in London with the band Kalahari, is a sweet introduction to the possibilities of African music. 

Masekela really has the si touch on his chosen instrum the trumpet. This eight song set is graced by smooth. lilting playing as much as by the semi-chanted vocals and the beautifully woven rhythms. Standouts are the cool drink-on-a- hot-day 'Bird On A Wing', the more funk directed 'Everybody's Standing Up' and the joyous 'Bring Him Back Home'.BBB'A Jim Reid 
PIANOSAURUS 'Groovy Neighbourhood' (New Rose ROSE 107) "Ail sounds produced on real toys," the sleeve notes boldly announce, as if hammering madly on a Fraggle Rock drum kit is in itself some kind of a virtue. Granted, it does make for a fairly original, 'tupperware' sound, and at times it does amount 

With ail that flat singing and the obligatory reference to ice cream, the obvious comparison must be Johnathon Richman, though this New York trio never match up to the man's comic vision. There are some affectionate parodies, such as the Beach Boys styled 'Barbie' and the Chuck Berry tribute 'Ready To Rock'. They are capable of underlining the silliness of rock and roll prétentions, but the humour is forever in danger of backfiring.BH1/! Stuart Bailie 
MEHAIK PART\ 

/«n 

THE HOLLOW MEN 'Taies Of The Riverbank' (Dead Man's Curve DMC015) A note accompanying this record warned: 'If you don't review our album, the hamster gets it.' So we've been raiding our Viz comics, have we, boys? Despite this open reference to essential reading, the Hollow Men embrace a side of the indie scene that's just too esoteric for my liking. Some isolated moments manage to rescue Taies Of The Riverbank' from total pretentiousness (like the Eastern promise of 'Raindrop Children'), but in général, it's swamped by oblique mélodies, tuneless vocals and some painful acoustic feedback. They'd be better off without the pompous sleevenotes, too, in which they liken themselves to "the shower scene in Psycho". Yeah. murder.BB Chris Tworne/ 
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In 'The Fly', Jeff 
Goldblum is 
transformed from a mild 
mannered scientist into 
a bug-eyed monster. 
Colin Booth finds out 
what makes the man 
behind the mask tick 
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BY MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENT 
They were in danger 
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WANTED 

DEAD OR ALIVE 
■ Are the 
Godfathers public 
enemy number 
one or just a 
rather good pop 
group? Dave 
Sexton hears their 
plans for world 
domination 

Sodding weather. Yes, I know you've heard more than enough about the sodding weather. Well... tough, because it was the weather that thrust rm and the Godfathers into a real-life 'John Craven's Newsround' situation. Kris Dollimore, guitarist and Godfather of this parish, found himself stranded on the Isle Of Sheppey (in Kent) and ended up having to be airiifted off by the RAF. You can just see 'Elue Peter' beating a path to their 
So, the Godfathers could — eventually — make their photo- session, and Peter and Chris Coyne were able to talk to a snow-stranded scribe over the phone. The Godfathers are a hard, 

straightforward no nonsense sound produces a brand of Jugular Rock' — music that doesn't piss about, but gets right down to the point — a rare thing in these fey days. After the ritual complaints about the weather, I asked Peter whether he thought that the almost traditional approach of the Godfathers was a one-otf, or just the tip of the iceberg in a business coming full circle and retuming to the 'old values'? "Well, if things ai d I la saying this, and if to exciting records and exciting live performances, then Tm ail for it. And a retum to classic records, which there just don't seem to be any more. I raean, the Godfathers don't put a record out unless we have complété faith in it, and we know the records we put out are classics." Do they feel at ail isolated, with this attitude to their music? "We feel apart from ail of the bullshit, but we certainly don't feel alone. In fact, we seem to have developed as a real band's band — everyone from the Cocteau Twins to Motorhead and the Pogues to the Mission has been to see us, so we certainly don't feel alone." Did they, then, consider themselves to be a part of the indie scene? Chris Coyne; "No, not an indie' band as suoh, but we're one of the few bands who can truly call themselves independent. 1 mean, we don't work for anyone else's label and we put ail our own stuff out." Peter: "We don't knock around with the other bands and we don't operate in the same way as them — we're not a part of ail that scene, and eut through ail that." I wonder if they felt that, by doing it themselves and setting up their own business, they may have been fitting into the Thatcherite idéal of the little man slruggling away in the open market? "Yeah, there's a Catch 22 in there, definitely, but not for one second would the Godfathers support 



Tunùng to the music, was it important for them lo project a meaning through their songs? "We write about what we, as human beings, see around us, and what we see as important. I mean, we get called a political band and to some extent we are. We see people around us freezing lo death and a govemment that's ceased to be a govemment of the people and has become a govemment of money. Yes, we write about that, but our songs are just as much about love and hate, and ail of the things we view as important." 
The Godfathers' early press spent an awful lot of time concentrating on an image of them as a group of dodgy Sarf London boys, with plenty of references to gangland. Did they regret this at ail now? "We may have played up to it a bit, but it was ail just so much rubbish. I for anyone 

a lot of cases the press 
;e and would 

te labels already used to describe the Godfathers: "We are a rock 'ri roll band, and a pop band, and we put out political records — faut as far as any ririb tag goes; to me rin'b is old men banging out 'Route 66' over and over again. We're not a shaky revivaiist outfit, we're a contemporary band dealing with the issues of today in a 
The Godfathers are already very popular in Europe. How do they explain this? "I think it's entirely to do with the way we operate and the topics we deal with — it's a global style, not a parochial one. Although one of the best things about the Godfathers is that we can be both. The things we Write about connecl wherever we go. When we sing about being pissed-off because you've got no money, they know what you're talking about in 
"But it has been quite a shock to us, I mean, when you're constantly followed round the streets by 30 young women, it's like 'Godfather 
The new single, 'Love 1s Dead', shows a more serious side of the band emerging once more. It cornes out, appropriately enough, on St Valentine's Day. "It's actually written about one particular person who could no longer feel any émotion and believed that 

<r 

well, about the la govemment for the people, and 

determined single-mindedness. Their philosophy is quite simple, but nonetheless ef ' 'e have m of w] it's precisely what we do. We make the sort of music we like to hear, and it's popular, so I suppose it's pop music. We're not saying that everyone shou 

;rs, but if you have a firm vision of what you want to do, then the important thing is to stick 

Godfathers can deliver something 
As they point out, the Godfathers have got there and done it for themselves, with sell-out gigs wherever they play and their singles edging into the top 100 without any backing whatsoever. 

we do gets bigger. And as far as the major labels go, everything we do adds another nought. We've done it ail ourselves, and the more people take notice, the more difficult it's going to be for the majors to ignore us. But we're in no rush." Unlike so many of their contemporaries, the chat is backed up with some solid music. Which leads me to believe they just may be right: "We've corne this far without any backing, without any of the hype. But just wait until that cornes and we're getting the same push as ail that shit in the charts, then we're going to see some fireworks — and the Godfathers 
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