
WHITNEY 
HOUSTON 



• The woman who 
once had the 

nerve to say that she 
thought that the Royal 
Family were a “load of 
crap” is now going even 
more over the top. “I 
had a pretty normal 
childhood,” claims 
Whitney Houston!! 

NORMAL?! If Whitney 
Houston thinks she had 
a “normal” childhood 
then we’d flipping well 
like to know what her 
idea of abnormal is. We 
mean -talk about 
glamorous! 

For starters Whitney Is 
the daughter of 
American soul star Cissy j 
Houston, and the cousin 
of singer Dionne 
Warwick. Then there’s all 1 
the “showbiz” friends 
who used to drop by like 
Aretha Franklin, whom 
Whitney cailes “Auntie”, 
and Luther Vandross. 

At 15 Whitney began 
singing in nightclubs. 
Next year she was 
modelling for covers of 
very famous US 
magazines and 
appearing in all sort* 
soap operas, and by the i 
time she was 19 she'd 
bought her very own 
luxury flat. What a 
humdrum existence. 

And now the girl all the 
papers call “leggy” 
Whitney Houston is 22, 
simply huge in the 
States, and has just been 
voted a better singer 
than Madonna in the 
national “Grammy” 
awards. (So yah hoo to 
the people of New York 
who jeered Whitney at a 
Carnegie Hall concert 
last year and made her 
flee the stage in tears...) 

“ I feel thatt the whole 
Madonna thing is going 
to die at some point,” 

“because I don’t see her 
as a great vocalist and 
her songs don't really 
have a catchiness about 
them. In the long term 
she well be forgotten, 
whereas I hope / will still 1 
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IS A DIFFERENT MATTER 





ABSOLUTE B ◄ WHO IS THIS GIRL? It’s Patsy Kensit, the 17 year old star of the most “talked 
the music of David Bowie, Sade and the Style Council, it took two years to mi 
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PERSONAL FILE 

BELOUIS SOME 
“What do I wear ii 

bed? A silk 
nightie. . 

FULL NAME Neville Graham 
Keighley. 
BORN In Westminster 
Hospital, London on 
December 12 1959. 
WHERE DO YOU LIVE 
NOW? All over the place, but 
at the moment I'm sharing a 
flat with my brother in 
Clapham. Temporarily, I 
hope. 
DO YOU LIKE 
GARDENING? Yes, I used 
to like it because I used to 

:e and quiet. I was a 

Gardens are nice places, I 
really like them but I don’t 
really like hard work. 
DO YOU EVER THINK 
YOU’VE GOT A WEIGHT 
PROBLEM? My weight 
fluctuates. Sometimes I have, 

really a problem, and I’m not 
worried about it. 
DON’T YOU WORRY THAT 
BLEACHING YOUR HAIR 
WILL MAKE YOU GO 
BALD? I suppose bleaching 
my hair does make me a 
potential going-bald person. 
But the peroxide isn’t very 
strong, and I have it done 
properly. I don’t do it myself 
any more because I've had it 
like this for about three years 
now and if you don’t watch it 
“things” start to happen. 
DO YOU USE 
DEODORANT? Now you’re 
getting down to the nitty 

IS IT TRUE YOU’RE 
JOINING MATT BIANCO? 
Joining them doing what? 
Throwing yoghurt? No, I’m 

PREVIOUS JOBS I did a 
week as a landscape 
gardener, I was useless at 

that, and I worked for a day 

name’s Alison and I met her 
because she went to school 
with my brother. 
WHAT DO YOU WEAR IN 
BED? A silk nightie. 

Frankie last year and after 
the tour I came back really fit 
and healthy and I just wanter 
to keep that way. The only 
trouble is that when you star 
doing weights you start 
looking like an all-in wrestler 
AMBITION To be very 
successful... I think we 
better stick to that one. 
MOST EMBi~- 
MOMENT It 

“Imagination” video... (i.e. 
with no clothes on and lots 
of people standing round.) 
DID YOU GIVE ANYTHING 
UP FOR LENT? I’m giving 
up smoking, but I only 
started this afternoon. I keep 
trying to give up smoking, I 
hate it so much, but every 
time I go away with a band I 
always end up starting again. 
It’s something I want to give 
up more than anything. 
WHY AREN’T YOUR 
SONGS HITS FIRST TIME 
AROUND? It’s a good 
question isn’t it? I don't 
know. I wish they were. It 
would be nice, wouldn’t it? 
WOULD YOU RATHER GO 
OUT “SPOONING ” WITH 
a) SAMANTHA FOX, b) 
PATSY KENSIT, c) 
MARTIN DEGVILLE OR d) 
FREDDIE STARR’S 
HAMSTER? Didn’t Freddie 
Star eaf his hamster or 
something? I saw something 
about that in a newspaper... 
I don’t know what I’d do with 
Samantha Fox’s chest but I 
think Patsy Kensit is very 

HAVE YOU EVER EATEN 
A HAMSTER? Not a live 

DID YOU HAVE AN 
ACTION MAN WHEN YOU 
WERE A CHILD? Of course 

NEW 
7” & 12” SINGLE 

Why 
Can’t 

This Be 
$ Love*. 
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. . . you know, when the alarm doesn’t go off and you’ve got a cold and your 
radio’s conked out and the gerbil’s chewed the corner off the duvet and you’ve 
got a horrible “spot” on your nose and it’s raining and the only thing on TV is 
That’s Life and some Smash Hits journalist in a disgusting “sweater” called 
Chris Heath has come round to interview you . . .? That’s how Depeche Mode 
feel. . . We're pretty horrible today," grunts 

Martin Gore, morosely. He's sipping 
a cup of tea in Alan Wilder's kitchen 
and he's feeling rather grumpy. 

Depeche Mode have spent the last four 
months locked away r - D~“~ -‘"J“ 

've got just- 

_i a five months tour and Martin has 
spent the last week in bed with flu. The 
last thing he feels like doing right now is 
having a nice jolly chat with Smash Hits. 
Yes, Martin Gore is feeling rather 

that cheerful?" Well, it has to be 
.lat Depeche Mode's new LP 

es I just get on 
^_'rn doing ancUon 

>r. Shouldn't a successful pop star 
u'- *-n a bit happier about life? Not 

/. "Even in our business - 
'the glamorous pop world',” he explains 
"you still get into a boring routine." And 
you also, he moans, get strangers 
wandering round the house. "I think 
private lives should stay private," he 
grumbles. 

Oooh. He's in a very prickly mood. 

______ „ nd that Martin writes lots of 
songs about how relationships with 
girlfriends and so on are the only 
consolation for the general rottenness of 
the rest of life etc. But is the pop star life 
really all that terrible? 

“Well," says Martin gloomily, "it's a lot 
" " ‘"an most jobs. But what I do 

rrite songs is often to draw upon 
past experiences like when I worked in a 
bank for a year and a half dealing with 
standing orders - that was total 

• ndy Fletcher is over by the wine 
ft fixing up a birthday party for a r 
Oin the pub tonight. How might h 
* ,nt)yFl 
Ain the._ 
rtfeeling today? "We've all be 
flu," says Andy. -J "— 
too bad but Alan a-- 
vegetarians and they don't do as well." 

Fletch reckons that eating lots of "re< 
blood" is the way to keep the doctor 
away - he confesses to eating no 
vegetables whatsoever and claims that 

3 and Dave weren't 

depressing things... “The 
he pipes, it's not sort nf hn 

"We were really fed up that 'Stripped' 
didn’t do better,” he sighs. “It gets a bit 
boring... it was a million times better 
than the last single... I'd rather it didn't 
get in the charts at all.. ” 

Here he goes... 
"When Martin stops writing good 

"yeah, it's a pretty heavy title. It': 
nothing to do with black magic lik 
people seem to thinh ‘ 
how most people in-- 
anything to celebrate. They go to work 
every day and then go down fhe pub 
and drown their sorrows. That's what it's 
about - celebrating the end of another 
black day. I think it's tragic that you have 
to compensate by just getting drunk, 
though I don't think there's anything 
unnatural about it. After all- 

of bouncy-bouncy 

I'd set up my camp in my_ 

used to take her out. My Action Man 
would go round in his jeep and knock on 
her door and then Sindy would come out 
in my jeep. We'd play for hours. Sindy 
had a horse and I had a jeep and a tank 
-all the he-man stuff. 

“chat up lines like ‘heeey. I'll come pick 
you up later in my tank'. It was much 
better than Subutteo (football "game" 
where all the players fall over all the 
time) -1 should imagine Fletch plays 
that - that was a bit stupid. It took hours. 

. 

•Black Celebration," 

school to prepare you for th 
trials of being a pop star - being 
interrogated when you're feeling a bit 
grumpy, being chased down the street 
by fans and getting some very strange 
things indeed chucked at you when you 

"Yeah"’ laughs Dave. "In America we 
get everything throv- '- 
suspender belts, kn 

pairs! ^Imagine aff those people hopping 

Hopping home? Sounds like a grand 
idea to me. Toodle-oo! 





A DIFFERENT CORNER 

GEORGE MICHAEL 

THE SINGLE 





THE SMASH HITS/HMV PRIZE CROSSWORD 
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GOT 

IT? 

Cassette or Album £4.99 

WE 

HAVE. 
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WHAT SORT OF SINGSONG 

IS YOUR SORT OF 

singsong 
SUDDEN SWAY 



DESTINY! 
RING 

01-675 2277 
or 

01-675 2299 
N&w! 

JOHN 

has sl message for 

YOU 



Coming Next 
... a completely and utterly free and 

veryveryveryveryveryveryveryveryveryvery 

double-sided and completely and utterly free and 
veryve ry ve ry ve ry ve ry ve ry ve ry ve ry very ve ry 

pots) and BONO (as himself) and all absolutely 

In the next thoroughly spooked-up edition of 





CALLING AMERICA 
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DAVID BOWIE 

• American football fashion •Short story competition® the 
changing shape of bodies • Readers test the latest hair 
products • Results of our Face of '86 boys model 
competition• PLUS Fiction, Advice and lots lots more# 

JustSeventeeii 
OUT NOW 45p 
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"MY FRIENDS TOLD 
IRE HOW HIGH IV GET 
ON heroin: 

"BUT NOT 
how low: 

They didn't tell him that after a while he’d begin to feel tike death. 
That he'd sell everything in sight (or steal it) to pay for more and 

more heroin. 
That he'd get the shakes, vomit and feel ill all the time. 
That he'd have to take heroin not to get high any more, but just to 

feel norma1 
And that one day he'd wake up knowing that, instead of him controlling 

heroin, it now controlled him. 

Don't make the same mistake. 

HEROIN SCREWS YOU UP 



Oh, of t 
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WHATEVER NEXT? 
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Did you know that Morten used to tell people he lassoed 
mooses? Or that Mags used to be an anarchist? Or that Pill 
didn’t get his first snog up till he was 18 (and that was with 

• OFFER ENDS MAY 31, 1986 



FEARGAL SHARKEY 

FREDDIE: 
JACKSON 

ROCK ME TONIGHT 
(FOR OLD TIMES SAKE) 

DIFFERENT 
CORNER 
I’d say love 
Was a magical thing 
I’d say love 
Would keep us from pain 
Had I been there 
Had I been there 

I would promise you 
All of my life 
But to lose you 
Would cut like a knife 
So I don't dare 
No I don’t dare 

'Cause I’ve never come close 
In all of these years 
You are the only one 
To stop my tears 
And I’m so scared 
I’m so scared 

Take me back In time 
Maybe I can forget 
Turn a different corner 
And we never would have met 
Would you care 

I don’t understand it 
For you it’s a breeze 
Little by little 
You've brought me to my knees 
Don’t you care 

No I’ve never come close 
In all of these years 
You are the only one 
To stop my tears 
I’m so scared 
Of this love 

And if all that there is 
Is this fear of being used 
I should go back 
To being lonely and confused 
If I could 

11 swear 
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(Just look at the tracks to see the quality of this brand new double album) 

► S'aEH°ANE lfAYoEuXZeDHereTonf3h, 

SIDE TWO 
DIANA ROSS 

Chain Reaction 
WHITNEY HOUSTON 

How Will I Know? 
BRONSKI BEAT 

Hit That Perfect Beat 
EURYTHMICS 

It’s Alright 

NoOnelsToBiame 
DEE C.LEE 

Come Hell Or Waters High 
KATE BUSH 

Hounds Of Love 
ELECTRIC LIGHT 

ORCHESTRA A1BUMHHS4,CASSETTE HiBa j 

AVAILABLE ON ALBUM AND CASSETTE 

HITS 4 VIDEO SELECTION AVAILABLE NOW. 







Hite fur 
pinftliw approaches - and one can 
actually hear the sound of “mincing . 
Yes, it’s Martin “Frightmask" Degvill- 
himself! He stands poutingly before 

as he does up the laces on his pink 

provocative, actually.) “Ooooh, I'm 

Martin as he grabs me round the nec 

this gig, right, was the most boring, 
right, incredibly tedious, like, gig so 
far. right, of the tour," he burbles. 
"There's been no group, right, y’kno 

right, in the last decade, y'know, sine 
right, y'know to have, like, y’know, t 

sH^SH£- 
right, right, and to give 
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GET SINGLED OKI! 

AMAZULU 
THINGSTHE lonely do 

RUBY TURNEh BOB SEGER & THE SILVER BULLET BAND SAMANTHA FOX 
I'M IN LOVE AMERICAN STORM TOUCH ME il WANT YOUR BO0YI 

THE BEST SELECTION OF 7" & 12" 
SINGLES AT POCKET MONEY PRICES 

available in record departments at selectedbranches subject to manufacturers release date and availability 

WOOLWORTH LITTLEWOODS MARTIN 
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Where value is 
always in fashion. 

IN STYLE 

‘Cotton mini dress. 
\ Ages 8-15 yrs. £12.99 

G I RLS 
IN STYLE 




