£5 YEARS

=

oooooooo

Michael ]oseph_




Published by Independent Television Books Ltd
247 Tottenham Court Road, London W1P 0AU
and
Michael Joseph Ltd, 44 Bedford Square, London WCI1B 3DU

© Independent Television Books Ltd, 1980

Cased edition: ISBN 0 900727 81 0
Paperback edition: ISBN 0 900727 80 2

CONDITIONS OF SALE
This book shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out or
otherwise circulated, without the publisher's prior consent, in any form of
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without similar
conditions including this condition being imposed on the subsequent
purchaser.

Printed and bound by William Clowes (Beccles) Ltd,
Beccles and London




25 YEARS
el

Michael Joseph




- T 71 - -

by SIR BRIAN YOUNG

| Director General of the
Independent Broadcasting Authority

At the start, ITV was an ugly duckling. Lord Reith 5
thought it was a grave mistake. Winston Churchill said ™
it was “a tin penny Punch and Judy show.” Even the
advertisers, who were said to have conspired to give it
birth, deserted it. Parliament passed the Independent
Television Act in 1954; a year of planning and a year of
transmission later, the whole system was close to
financial ruin.

But the viewers seemed to like it. And in 1956 the two
main transmitters in the North, Winter Hill and Emley
Moor, were completed. Now Independent Television
could reach more than half the population; now not
only the viewers but the advertisers wanted it. Not for
the first and not for the last time, it was the unknown
engineers operating behind the scenes who made the
breakthrough - though few people thanked them.
Independent Television, almost over night, became . #
financially successful — too successful, some said, forits .~
own good reputation.

Making it regional helped. However hard it tried, the
BBC remained a national organisation, London-based.
But first Granada, then STV, Southern, Anglia and all
the other regional companies soon made it plain that
this was a different kind of television system, where not
all the decisions were taken in the capital, and regional
audiences soon identified with their companies. ITN
showed that a news organisation could be lively, but
also serious. Coronation Street showed how to be
popular without losing quality. The companies were
genuinely interested in politics, in religion, and in
education. There were new advances in political

- broadcasting, like the coverage of the Rochdale

by-election;| there was Armchair Theatre: there were gf,auﬁg }S}i%(i t}fé Emle
arts magazines like Tempo. | Moor mast which
But few of ITV's merits appealed to the Government- broughtITVto
appointed Pilkington Committee. They noticed the | Yorkshire was the

glitter more than the effective reaching out to people. B 106
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Arts programmes
attract only minority
audiences but evena
minority audience 1s
largeon ITV; a
Clyndebourne
production of Mozart's
opera, The Marriage of
Figaro was watched by
3 million viewers.
(Southern)




To them, ITV stood for American films and film series,
and for a deplorable number of people enjoying
Sunday Night at the London Palladium and wrestling
on Saturday afternoon. They were right in a way; ITV
had put first the winning of popular affection.

There followed a new Act of Parliament, and in 1968
the original contracts came to an end. It is the
Authorty’s responsibility to appoint, and occasionally
to disappoint, the programme companies. The largest
county in Britain, Yorkshire, seemed to warrant the
appointment of its own company to contribute to the
network. The arrangements for London were altered,
bringing to|life another new company. Promising new
talents emerged in Wales and the West. But, above all,
the range of programmes continued to expand, with
the Authority’s encouragement. News at Ten gave
television news the prestige of the most serious of
newspapers. Current affairs programmes brought a

News at Ten was the I
first reqular half-hour
news programme on a
major channel; Alastair |
Burnet was its first
newscaster and has
remained ITV's man for
big news occasions.

| (ITN) |

new cutting-edge to television journalism. The
standards of writing, of performance and of production
to which we were accustomed in the single play were
extended to series like Edward the Seventh — and
colour helped. ITV's documentary programmes (some
of them produced by regional companies) won much
praise. Masterpieces in opera and drama became a
regular part of the output. Sports coverage - long a
weakness — was extended and improved.

ITV was of course wholly financed by advertising: yet
many people came to see that it was not a purely
“commercial” system of broadcasting. The Authority, a
state corporation, stands at the head of the system.
Programme companies make programmes, but only
the Authority can broadcast them through its network
of transmitters. It makes the final judgments about
impartiality, and taste, and decency. It controls the
schedules — the weekly and quarterly “timetables” of
television. It exercises strict controls over the amount,
distribution and content of the advertisements. There
are real, and major, differences between a

6

The Unknown Famine,
a report by Jonathan
Dimbleby for the
_current affairs series
This Week about
starvation in Ethiopia
led to £5 million in aid
being raised in Britain.
(Thames)

Edward the Seventh
brought a new
distinction to drama
series; Timothy West
played the King and
Helen Ryan his Queen.
(ATV)




“commercial’ broadcasting system and public service
broadcasting financed by advertising.

By the time of its 21st birthday in 1976, ITV had won
& national acclaim — and international too, as it became a
£ major prizewinner and as Iits programmes wWere seen
regularly in many parts of the world, including the
United States. Programmes like Upstairs, Downstairs
and The World at War became world famous. And,
with the help of extended hours, a change 1n the levy,
and new involvement of the IBA In programme
planning, the battle for full recognition and esteem was
won. British television — BBC and ITV - was widely
agreed to provide the “least worst” television service In
the world.

The uncertainties of 1955, the Pilkington strictures of
1963, gave place to the Annan Committee’s approval of
1977. In information, rather than in entertainment, it was
[TV that led the BBC - a point that would have much
surprised the original debaters. Only for trying new
things, and for serving more audiences more fully, was
something still needed - a further channel. And in 1980
the planning for that is beginning. The next 25 years
should be better yet.

As uncompromisingly
British as afternoon tea,
Upstairs, Downstairs
became one of ITV's
biggest-selling
programmes abroad.
The saga ranged from
the Edwardian era to
the Twenties. (LWT)

Programme sales are a
two-way trade and ITV
introduced the best of
American programmes
to Britain, including
Westerns such as How
The West Was Won.
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ITV opened on September 22, after four years of
argument. During this time, its advocates had
decried BBC programmes as cosy and low budget,
while its opponents had pointed to the American
system and wamned that commercial television
would bring a lowering of standards in Britain.

But the Television Act of 1954 had set up the Inde-
pendent Television Authority under Sir Kenneth-
now Lord-Clark, Chairman of the Arts Council
And the ITA had devised a regional structure for
ITV,and appointed programme companies.

Sir Winston Churchill, who had backed the alterna-
tive service, had handed over the Premiership to
Sir Anthony Eden by the time it started, while
Clement Aftlee was about to be succeeded as
Labour leader by Hugh Gaitskell

ITV's impact was immediate. The public were
fascinated by its newscasters, cash quiz shows,
American programmes, and commercials.

But ITV was available only in the London area,
and by the end of the year reached a mere
12.5 per cent of the homes in the country.

l ITV was officially
, opened at 715pm on
| September 22, when
a dinner to mark the

occasion was trans-

mitted from the

Guildhall, London.

Speeches to welcome

the new service were

made by Sir Kenneth

Clark; the Lord Mayor,

Sir Seymour Howard,;

and the Postmaster

General, Dr. Charles

Hill, later Chairman

‘ successively of the
ITA and BBC.
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The Scarlet Pimpernel
was among [TV's

early programmes to
prove popular.

Marius Goring starred
as Baroness Orczy's
swashbuckling hero.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

ITV launched big-
name variety in its
first week, with

Sunday Night atthe
London Palladium. The
show was compered
by Tommy Trinder,
starred Gracie Fields,
and featured The

Tiller Girls. (ATV)




The Adventures

of Robin Hood, with
Richard Greene

in the title role,

was to become

one of television’s
most successful
film series. (ATV)

]

The first commercial
was transmitted at

812 on opening night
when an urgent

voice proclaimed: 'It’s
tingling fresh, it's
freshasice...it's Gibbs
SR toothpaste.”

Former bandleader
Jack Jackson
introduced Variety,
a programme for
opening night which
presented "some

of the stars who

will be featured
regularly onITV.."
Among them were
Reg Dixon and Harry
Secombe. (ATV)
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Boris Karloff played
Col. March

of Scotland Yard

In a crime series
about the Yard's
‘Department of Queer
Complaints”. (ATV)

Chris Chataway (24),
the record-breaking
athlete, read I[TN's
first news at 10pm

on September 22. He
was the newscaster
for their main

programmes. (I'TN)
12
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Margaret Leighton,
Sir John Gielgud and
Dame Edith Evans
appeared in ascene
from The Importance
of Being Earnest,

one of three excerpts
from plays onITV's
gala inaugural night.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)




Godfrey Winn invited
viewers to write to
him about their
domestic problems;
these were scripted
and presented with
his solutions

in As Others See Us.
(Assoclated-
Rediffusion)

Fanny's Kitchen was
the title of ITV's

first cookery series.
Although it was
presented by Fanny
Cradock-assisted
in later series

by husband Johnny-
she was introduced
as Phyllis Cradock.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Double Your Money,
Hughie Creen's
cash quiz, was to
become one of

the most popular
programmes onITV.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Michael Miles
introduced his first
Take Your Pick

quiz show-complete
with “yes-no”
interlude-onITV’s
second night.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)




Mick and Montmorency
starred in a series of
15-minute comedy
programmes; behind

the pseudonyms
were Charlie Drake
and Jack Edwardes.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Actor-tumed-producer

Douglas Fairbanks

introduced the firstin

his series of ITV

dramas, Douglas

Fairbanks Presents.

(Associated-

Rediffusion)
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ITV introduced Free
Speech, political
cross-talk between Sir
Robert (now Lord)
Boothby, W.]. Brown,
Michael Foot and
A.].P. Taylor. The new
programme was
similar to the BBC'sIn
the News, in which the
four appeared. This had
been dropped when
the main political
parties attempted to
substitute orthodox
representatives.
Boxing promoter Jack
Solomons introduced
action from big fights
in Jack Solomons’
Scrapbook.

ITV's first daily serial
was Sixpenny Cormner,
al5-minute drama
shown weekday
momings.It starred
Patricia Dainton and
Howard Pays as
garage owners.
Popular American
programmes on [TV
included the crime
series Dragnet, the
comedy I Love Lucy,
and the Westerns
Gun Law and
Hopalong Cassidy.

17




ITV spread to the Midlands and North, and by the
end of the year was in more than a quarter of the
homes in the country Its programmes topped the
ratings, but advertisers were still wary of spending
£1,000 a minute on the new medium while its cover-
age was still somewhat limited.

Understandably, many ITV programmes were dedi-
cated to mass entertainment; only 19 per cent of the |
output was classed by the ITA as “serious”

ATV took the initiative in obtaining permission from
the Postmaster General to show religious pro-
grammes between 6 and 730 on Sunday evenings,
when television had been shut down in order not
to deter churchgoing. The first programme was
About Religion, a senes of interviews.

The Postmaster General also revoked the notorious
Fourteen Day Rule, which had barred TV from dis-
cussing controversial subjects due for Parliamentary
debate during the following formight.

Nasser seized the Suez Canal and Prime Minister
Eden ordered an invasion of Egypt Russia sent
tanks to Hungary to crush demands for democracy.

| Boyd QC, ITV's first
courtroom drama

series, was created

byJack Roffey

and illustrated many

facets of trials

) justice. It was so
accurate that

Michael Denison, who

played the “silk",

received invitations

toaddressLaw

Society dinners...

(Associated-

Rediffusion)







Among the many quiz
shows of the period,
The 64,000 Question
was denved from an
American series.The
British show featured
Jerry Desmonde as
quizmaster and
ex-Det. Supt. Robert
Fabian was "custodian
ofthe questions”. (ATV)

The Adventures of Sir
Lancelot concermed
the legendary knights
ofKing Arthur's

round table. William
Russell played the
romantic hero. (ATV)
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Brian Inglis was a
frequent presenter
of What the Papers
Say, TV's weekly
survey of how Fleet
Street has treated
the news. (Granada)

McDonald Hobley
introduced Yakity-Yak,
apanel game that
would attract little
support from the
Women's Lib group.
s TN i It was subtitled
L il “the dizzy show"and

: 1 encouraged the
six girl panellists to
give silly answers
tothe questions. (ATV)
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The Count of Monte
Cristo, a series based
onthe Dumas story,
starred George Dolenz
as the Count. (ATV)

Plays of this period
were usually adapted
from stage successes,
as there wasno corps
of established play-
wrights. The Outsider,
first of the Armchair
Theatre productions,
was adapted from the
1923 Dorothy Brandon
drama about medical
ethics, and starred
Adrienne Corri and
David Kossoff. (ABC)
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Ludovic Kennedy's
long association

with ITV began when
he was nvited to
replace Chris
Chataway as one

of ITN'sregular
newscasters. ITN)

After his spectacular
success on BBC Radio,
comic Tony Hancock
transferred his

talents to television.
The Tony Hancock
Show was the first of
many series he made
for ITV. (Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Sport was still
comparatively sparse
ontelevision,
butinJack Solomons’
Scrapbook, the

fight promoter showed
film of famous
bouts.In1956 -the
year when Rocky
Marcianoretired as un-
defeated World Heavy-
weight Champion -
Solomonsrecalled
Marciano's defeat of
Archie Moore the
previous year. (ATV)

The Goons brought
anew and anarchic
humour to radio; with
Son ofFred, Spike
Milligan and Peter
Sellers made an early
attempt to do the
same on television.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Catherine Boyle
appearedin a panel
game,I've Gota
Secret! Here she was
Inaugurating a
studio switchboard
withacallto

Ben Lyon, Chairman
of the programme.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Robert Shaw played a
swashbuckling, ex-
pirate captaininThe
Buccaneers, and

was hailed as“one of
the most exciting
romantic discoveries
of the year! (ATV)
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Stealing scenes from
Arthur Askeyisn't
easy, but Sabrina did
soin Before Your
Very Eyes; her vital
statistics caused
nationwide comment.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Domestic comedies
featuring real-life
husband and wife
teams were popular
onTV at this time.
Among them was My
Husband and I,
starming Evelyn Laye
and Frank Lawton.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

26

In The Arthur Haynes
Show, written by
Johnny Speight, the
comedian appeared
regularly as a tramp
who discomfited
authority. (ATV)




The future star of
Crossroads
introduced her own
series, Tea With
Noele Gordon,in
which she talked to
guests aboutlife
inthe theatre.

The Guild of
Television Producers
and Directors voted
ITN newscaster Chris
Chataway the TV
Personality of the year.
This Week began,
packing as many as
Six contrasting items
into 30 minutes.
Hughie CGreen intro-
duced Opportunity
Knocks! which had
been aradio favourite
for many years.
Among the new shows
from America were
The Errol Flynn
Theatre, and Highway
Patrol, starring
Broderick Crawford.
This series gaverise
to the catchphrase
“Ten-four, Crawford’s
acknowledgement of
radio messages.
Comedy stars with
their own series
included Alfred
Marks, Joan and Leslie
Randall, Dora Bryan,
rubber-faced Libby
Morris, and Bernard
Braden and Barbara
Kelly. My Wildest
Dream featured
Marks, David Nixon,
Tommy Trinder and
Terry-Thomas.




In the year Harold Macmillan replaced Anthony Eden
as Premier—and went on to launch the era of “You've
never had it so good"-the finances of ITV began to
improve. ASITV spread into central Scotland, thereve-
nue of the pioneer companies increased, though their
losses were tototal £11 million in the first 18 months.
Although determined never to lose contact with the
mass audience, [TV became the first channel to
screen %rogrammes for schools. It also introduced
outside broadcasts of Sunday morning church ser-
vices, beginning with a Battle of Britain drumhead
service from , Biggin Hill.
‘The “toddlers’ truce”-a shutdown of both ITV and BBC
Television between 6 pm and 7 pm so mothers could
Rl;lt small children to bed-came to an end.

don Saturday nights, television continued until mid-
night The extra hour was used to show a feature film.
A combined TV and radio licence went up by £1 to £4.

Emergency-Ward 10, a
twice-weekly serial
about hospital life,
began a successful
10-year run, and won
aproduction award
from the Guild of
Television Producers
and Directors. (ATV)
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Cooper-Life With
Tommy, introduced the
Ccomic conjurer in

his own series. It was
the beginning of an
association with ITV
that has continued.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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The interview which
Robin Day conducted
with President Nasser

in Cairo was one of
the most significant
to date. It took
place soon after the
Suez crisis, while
Britain was still
technically at war
with Egypt. Day was
Guild of Television
Producers and Direc-
tors' TV Personality
of the Year. ITN)

Making his debut in
Murder Bag, Det.
Insp. Tom Lockhart,
played by Raymond
Francis, wentonto
appear in No Hiding
Place. Inthe 10-year
period, herose

to the rank of Chief
Superintendent.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Lunch Box, a music
show with Noele
Gordon as hostess,
introduced in the
Midlands atthe end
of 1956, achieved
recognition when it
was shown on

the network. (ATV)
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The first quiz show
with a noughts and
crosses formula was
Criss Cross Quiz,
introduced by Jeremy
Hawk. (Granada)
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Actor John Slater
introduced one of the
first advertising
magazines, Slater’s
Bazaar, in which
commercials were
interwoven with light
entertainment. (ATV)

Mark Saber was one of
the first British
seriestobe sold to
America. It starred
Donald Gray as a one-
armed detective. (ATV)
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To celebrate a visit

toParis by the
Queen, London and the
French capital were
linked by Telerama.
Showbusiness stars
were introduced
by Leslie Mitchell
inLondon and
Art Buchwald in Paris.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Eighty schools viewed
Looking and Seeing,
the first programme
for schools. The
new service resulted
from the initiative
of Paul Adorian, the
Managing Director of
Associated-
Rediffusion.
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Theatre techniques,
with close-ups of
actorsin the studio,
were used in the
production of Shadow
Squad, a series
starring Rex Garner
as a Flying Squad
officer tumed
private crimebuster.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Former Goons Peter
Sellers and Michael
Bentine joined
forces for the zany
comedy series,

Yes, It's the Cathode-
Ray Tube Show.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

35



Jim’s Inn, the most
popular advertising
magazine, featured

Jimmy Hanley as the
landlord of a village
pub. These magazines
were to be banned by

Parliamentin 1963,

(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Another quiz show of
the year was

Bury Your Hatchet’
inwhich couples

with a grudge against
each other competed
formoney prizes. The
hosts were Bob
Monkhouse and Denis
Goodwin. (ATV)
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The Army Game was
destined to become
one of [TV's biggest
situation comedy
successes. William
Hartnell played

the CSM. (Cranada)




Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick,
former Permanent
Under Secretary of
State at the Foreign
Office, succeeded

Sir Kenneth Clark as
Chairman of the ITA.
For the first time, the
Queenmade her
traditional Christmas
Day broadcast on
television.

John Grierson,
acknowledged father
of the documentary
film, wrote and intro-
duced This Wonderful
World, which
examined documen-
tary films from all

over the world. The
series—it continued
until1966-was the
new Scottish
Television's first
regular confribution to
the network.

Huw Thomas, who had
joined ITN's news-
casting team at the
end of 1956,
established himself
asa popular [TV
personality.

The first successful
videotape recorders
were imported from
America. Television,
until now live or on
film, would soon be
able torecord
programmes for
showing at a later
date. Studios could be
employed around the
clock, and artists
appear whenever
they were available.




Television finally. superseded radio as the more
EO ular home entertainment. This development was

elped by ITV's expansion into South Wales, the
West and Southermn England. There were now 6.5
million homes with ITV reception.
As ITV gained confidence in holding the mass
audience, it extended its range to include new arts
Brogrammes and orginal drama productions.

olitical discussion on television had always ceased
when an election campaign began, for fear of ac-
cusations that voters were being influenced. But
while the BBC followed the accepted practice for
the Rochdale by-election, Granada-after taking |
eminent legal advice-gave the campaign major
coverage, and opened the way for today’s compre-
hensive election coverage.
Nikita Khruschev took over in the Kremlin and Pope
John in the Vatican. Pictures of the Pope's installation |
were transmitted live via Eurovision. Iceland ex-
tended her termitorial fishing limits to 12 miles. ’

Fred Robinson created
The Larkins for

Scout concerts, but

the Cockney family #
soon became national |
favourites when

they were introduced
to television.

Peggy Mountand David |

Kossoff played
Adaand Alf Larkinin
the series. (ATV)







The Sunday Break,
the brainchild of
Howard Thomas,
then Managing
Director of ABC,
was the first “pop”
religious show.
Setin a youth club,
with pop music

in the background, it
posed questions
of interest to young
people. (ABC)

Diana Dors and Alan
Melville were among
artists living or
working in the South
who were featured

in Southerm Rhapsody,
a gala programme on
the opening night of
Southern Television.
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Jackie Rae posed the
questions, Marion
Ryan was the resident
singer, in Spot

the Tune. (Granada)

Peoplein Trouble,
from kleptomaniacs to
alcoholics, were
interviewed by Dan
Farson, labelled [TV's
“Mr. Documentary”.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Bruce Forsyth joined
Sunday Night at the
London Palladium as
compere —direct from
pierhead shows. He
was the first artist

to achieve stardom
via this job. (ATV)
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ITV presented its
firstcoverage of an
election campaign

atthe Rochdale
by-election. Voters
were interviewed
inthe streets and
the candidates
allotted equal studio
time. (Granada)

The Outside Broadcast
cameras introduced
an unfamiliar sport
when they showed
Prince Philip playing
ina polomatch

in Windsor Great Park.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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The ventriloquist Peter
Brough introduced
anew, walking Archie
Andrews dummy
when Educating Archie
was moved from

radio to television.
Dick Emery was one
of the regular cast.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

The Verdictis Yours,
aseries of mock

trials, had plots but

no scripts. Actors
playing witnesses and
counselimprovised
their lines. (Granada)
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Granada Television
maintained a film

unit at London Zoo

for their natural
history programrmes.
Among them was
Zoo Time, presented
by Desmond Morris,
then the Curator of
Mammals. (Cranada)
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One of the most
popular comedians in
the country was
DaveKing, aregular
celebrityin Val
Parnell’s Saturday
Spectacular. (ATV)

Robert Beatty starred

as a tough Canadian
Mountie attached to
Scotland Yard in Dial
999, a crime series
aimed at the valuable
American market. (ATV)

46

The State opening of
Parliament by the
Queen was televised
for the firsttime.
Robin Day was the
commentator for ITV.
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The first General Election to be covered fully by tele-
vision—due to ITV’s innovatory coverage of the 1958
Rochdale by-election-retumed Harold Macmillan
to Downing Street for another term.

ITV expanded into North East England, East Anglia
and Northern Ireland to reach a total of 86 million
homes, more than 55 per cent of all those in the British
Isles. By this time, ITV was watched by 70 per cent of
thosewitha choice of viewing,and by June the ITA had
repaid the £555,000 borrowed from the Postmaster
General to start operations.

Fidel Castro seized power in Cuba, and civil war
broke out in the Belgian Congo. Russia and America
began training astronauts. At home, the first stretch
of the M1 Motorway was opened. .

Holiday Town Parade,
a combined bathing
beauty, fashion queen
and male Adonis
contest, with heatsin
seaside resorts, was
shown on the national
network after three
years in the Midlands
and North. (ABC)
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Ed Murrow, the noted
Americanjournalist,
spoke on the merits
and defects of tele-
visionin the first
televised Granada
Lecture at London's
Guildhall. (Granada)
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To mark the centenary
of Isambard

Kingdom Brunel's
death, Peter

Wyngarde portrayed
him in the dramatised
documentary, Engineer
Extraordinary. (TWW)
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Probation Officer

was applauded forits
authenticity: an
episode on the after-
care of prisoners

was shown to members
of both Houses of
Parliament during the
passage of the
controversial Criminal
Justice Bill. (ATV)

JohnTurner starred
inKnight Errant,
adrama series about
amodermn crusader
who championed the
oppressed. (Granada)
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International stars
Vittorio de Sica,
Jack Hawkins, Dan
Dailey and Richard
Conte played The
Four Just Menina
series based on
the Edgar Wallace
thriller. (ATV)
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Domestic sketches,
song and dance were
the ingredients of

The Dickie Henderson
Half Hour, with Anthea
Askey playing his wife.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Many celebrated
actors and actresses
were now making
their TV debuts; here,

Vivien Leigh was
Sabina in Thornton
Wilder's The Skin of
Our Teeth. (Granada)




Asthe airlines began
regular jet services,
ITVlaunched Skyport,
adrama series about
the activities at an
International airport.
(Granada)

Alun Owen won the
Guild of TV Producers
and Directors' award
for Best Scriptwriter,
helped by his first TV
play, No Tram to Lime
Street, an Armchair
Theatre play starring
JackHedley and Billie
Whitelaw. She was the
Guild’s TV Actress

of the Year. (ABC)

54

Land of Song meant,

of course, Wales

and featured Welsh
choirs and singers.
Ivor Emmanuel was the
star of this long running

series. (TWW)



' .
.

Waiis-
I

-
a4

‘ J

/

Bemard Braden and
Huw Thomas
introduced Let’s Go,
the first Saturday
afternoon programme
to visit sporting events
around the country.

Sir John Gielgud
appeared in A Day By
the Sea and Flora
Robson in Mother
Courage.

Mary Holland made
her debut as Katie, the
pretty housewife
preparing lunch for
her good-natured
husband, Philip, in the
Oxo commercials.
New American
Westemns included
Have Gun-Will Travel,
starring Richard Boone.




1960

A committee under the chairmanship of Sir Harry
Pilkington, the glass manufacturer, was set up to
consider the future of broadcasting. Meanwhile, [TV
extended|into South East England and sales of its
}:J)lrogrammes abroad began to grow.

the first year of the so-called Swinging Sixties,
viewers saw TV confrontations swing it for IIohn E
Kennedy in the United States presidential election.
Princess Margaret married photographer Antony
Armstrong-jones. The courts freed Lady Chatterley’s
Lover for publication, and the News of the World
serialised the memoirs of actress Diana Dors.

Coronation Street |}

l began-andthe hair- §
netted, vinegary

Ena Sharples, played

by Violet Carson,

was soon established

asone of [TV’s

greatest characters

ever, (Cranada)
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Jean Clarke wiggled
to stardom as one

of the hostesses on
Double Your Money.
She said of her eye-
catching walk:
‘Tjustcan’thelpit”
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Ingenious hoaxes such
as thisbaffled victims
of Candid Camera.
Their various reactions
were recorded by
hidden cameras. (ABC)
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The largest number
of ITV cameras ever
assembled for one
event covered the
wedding of Princess
Margaret and Antony
Armstrong-jones.

Danger Man, one of
ITV's most successful
adventure sernes,
starred Patrick
McGoohan as a tough,
globetrotting

security agent. (AT'V)

Arthur Christiansen,
ex-Editor of the

Daily Express, was
editorial adviser

to Deadline Midnight,
a drama series set
inFleet Street. (ATV)
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lanHendry played
Dr. Geoffrey Brent

in the drama series
Police Surgeon. One
year later, Hendry
starred asthe same
characterinthe

first of The Avengers
series. (ABC)

The Canadian couple
BarbaraKelly and
Bernard Braden were
in demand for many
types of show. Here,
they were appearing
as themselvesin the
new comedy series
Rolling Stones. (ATV)
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Our House, a comedy
series by Carry On
film writer Norman
Hudis, featured a
boarding house and
its bizarre group

of residents. (ABC)

Moira Lister was the
star of Flotsam

and Jetsam, the first
in the senes
Somerset
Maugham Hour.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)







The Royal Variety
Performance was
televised for the
firsttime.The
QueenandPrince
Philip were amused
particularly by

the Crazy Gang, who
were to become
regular favourites
in the show. (ATV)




The Derby was shown
throughout Britain

for the firstime.

ITV viewers watched
Lester Piggott romp
home on St. Paddy.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

The Strange World of
Gurney Slade wasa
whimsical rarity in
television comedy.
Surrounded by lovely
girls, Anthony

Newley spoke totrees
and animals-and

they answered. (ATV)
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An early example of
a“spin-off,’ Bootsie
and Snudge followed
The Army Game’s Bill
Fraserand Alfie
Bassintocivilian

life. (Granada)

Margot Fonteyn and
Michael Somes
dancedinthe Royal
Ballet's production
of Frederick
Ashton's Cinderella.
The television
studio gave double
the space of

the stage at Covent
Garden.(Granada)
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The comedy series
Mess Mates was set
onasmall cargo
ship plying around
Britain's coast.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

The props department
acquired genuine
Victorian draper's

trimmings for the
eight-part series
Kipps, adapted from
H.G. Wells'novel

by Clive Exton, and
starring Brian
Murray. (Granada)

66

51

Our Street, a seven-
partdocumentary,
examined lifeina
typical working class
roadin Camberwel],
South EastLondon.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)



Sunday Night atthe
London Palladium
had become a national
institution. Vicars even
altered the times of
evening services so
the congregations
could watch the show.
Average audiences
numbered 17 million,
but Cliff Richard

won 19.5 million, Max
Bygraves 21 million,
and Harry Secombe
22 million.

Diana Dors made her
[TV drama debutin

an Armchair Theatre
play called

The Innocent.
American imports
included 77 Sunset
Strip, and the

Western Bonanza.
Biggles,W. E.Johns'
story for children
abouta flying ace, was
adapted for television.
Twenty Questions, the
animal, vegetable and
mineral quiz, moved
toITVunder the
chairmanship of
Stewart MacPherson.




The television industry was concerned with technical
questions regarding its future. An international |
conference allocated new UHF frequencies, making
1t possible for Britain to have new channels in addition
to the existing ones on VHE Other conferences sought
In vain to agree on a common system of colour.

But the Government decided that colour should not
be introduced until a third channel was in existence -
on UHF-and the Continental 625 line standard had
begun to replace the 405 line system.

Meanwhile, ITV expanded into South West England,
North East|Scotland and the Borders. The number of
ITV homes rose to 11.3 million.

Current affairs and documentary programmes
reflected a fast changing world —-the first spaceman,
Russia's Yuri Gagarin; the building of the Berlin Wall;
South Africa becoming a republic, and Britain's
application to join the Common Market.

The first programme

inthe award-winning

natural history

series, Survival,

dealt with London's

wildlife, including

Hampstead Heath's

: fox families. (Anglia)







1961

The Avengers began,
withlan Hendry as

a doctor and Patrick
Macnee an umbrella-
wielding secret agent;
the lovely, lethal judo
girls were yetto

make a debut. (ABC)

10




Setina fictional
London department
store, Harpers West
One was a drama
series featuring Jan
Holden. (ATV)

Family Solicitor
attracted praise from
the Law Society,

who said: "For years
we have waited for
television to present
a series like this!”
(Granada)




Without referring to
mapsornotes, A.J.P.
Taylor delivered a
highly praised series
of lectures on the

First World War. (ATV)

12




Sammy Davis Jr, now
at the height of

his popularity, came

to Britain to star

in Sunday Night at

the London Palladium,
and Sammy Davis
Meets the Girls. (ATV)

The Earl of Harewood,
Edinburgh Festival's
Artistic Director,
introduced the weekly
arts series, Tempo,
which was edited by
Kenneth Tynan. (ABC)

13




The trial of Soviet
spies Peterand
HelenKroger, who
were sentenced to 20
yearsimprisonment
in the Portland
secrets case, was
followed by a docu-
mentary, 35 Cranley
Drive. (Granada)

The Quiet War, an
incisive look at the
guerilla struggle
inVietnam, was a
British contribution
toa series of films
made for world-wide
showing by Intertel.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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1961

As Americabacked
amilitary invasion

to overthrow Cuba'’s
Fidel Castro, ITV
screened four docu-
mentaries about the
country, entitled
Cuba...Si! (Granada)

The trial of former The Duke of Kent's
Gestapo chief Adolf marriage toKatharine
Eichmann, accused Worsley brought
of crimes against scenes of splendour
humanity, took place toYork Minster. Nine
inJerusalem and was ITV commentators
shown exclusively in described the event.
Britain onITV. (ATV)

16




The firstin a series of
exchange television
programmes with
Russia was the live
transmission of the
BritishTrade Fair
opening in Moscow's
Sokolniki Park.
An early documentary
inthe senesInto
Europe asked: “Will
farmers survive if
Britain joins the
Common Market?”
The Inauguration of
JohnF. Kennedy as
President of the United
States wasshownina
one-hour programme
the following day.
William Franklyn-not
l yet associated with
the Schw...
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