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T hese numbers
, save you money—

Valves with the wondertul
MULLARD P.M. FILAMENT

Pay less for great power, long
length of life and beautiful
purity from your valves—use
the new Valves with the wonder-
ful Mullard P.M. Filament
consuming only ‘075 ampere
filament current.

These are the valves that have revo-
lutionised maintenance costs and

performance, making 1/10th ampere
consumption extravagant.

There are many unique advantages
in Mullard Valves with the wonderful
Mullard P.M. Filament. Use them
and enjoy the improved performance
and economy they bring to: any radio
receiver.

Mullard G

THE -MASTER -VALVE

Advert. MULLARD WIRELESS SERVICECO;, LTD,, M(_!LQARD HOUSE, DENMARK STREET. LONDON. W.C.2
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Years of Patient Research—
of active experiment, and then—the evolution of
the new Marconiphone Cone Speakers. Nothing so
strikingly distinguished, so perfect in performance,
has ever appeared in loud-speaker design. Never
before has the acute sensitivity of the horn-type
speaker been combined with the greater attractive-
ness of the cone. For the first time, a loud speaker has
been created near enough to perfection to honour it
with the name Marconiphone.

. e o |

MARCONIPHONE MODEL
75 CONE SPEAKER

Presents a sensitivity as acufe
as any horn-type speaker, as
well as a design of unusual
distinction. A feature of no
little value is the easc with
which it may be kept free
Jrom dust .. 175/-

MARCONIPHONE MODEL
105 CABINET CONE

Stands out even amongst the list
of triumphs achieved by the vast
Marconsphone  organisation.
Sound emission is from both
sides, and whichever way the
cone is turned,the entive musical
scalets heard to pexfection 105/

MARCONIPHONE
CONESPEAKERS

THE MARCONIPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED
Head Office : 210-212, Tottenham Court Road, W.L

Model 73

Send now for our fully descriptive booklet
¢ Marconiphone Cone Speakers.”
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THE MET-VICK 4-VALVE A.N.P.
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A sensitive, simply-constructed, easily-
tuned wiréless receiver having great stab-
ility and exceptional selectivity on all
wave-lengths. It is moderate in cost and
gives loud-speaker reproduction of high
quality without distortion.

The Booklet here. illustrated, gives full
details for its construction, and is
complete with a drilling template and

¢wo wiring diagrams.  The set is
designed to meet all average and
normal requirements and is capable
of obtaining distant reception.
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CONSTRUCTOR SET
COSMOS (MET-VICK)
COMPONENTS USED

3 VARIABLE CONDENSERS } EACH
SLOW MOTION .0005

The components required are similar to those
used in the Met-Vick 3-Valve Local-Daventry
Set, and the principal units are listed in the
adjoining panel.

1 DETECTOR UNIT TYPE “v* 9 0

2 RESISTANCE C"OUPLlNG
UNITS TYPE V' 10

2 H.F. CHOKE COILS

The special characteristics of the set are obtained
as follows:—

SENSITIVITY by (a)the use of a Cosmos H.F.
Blue Spot Valve of High Voltage Factor and (b)
Met-Vick Low-loss Coils (A.N.P.) & Condensers.

SELECTIVITY by employing a loose coupled
tuned Aerial and Reaction.

ALL WAVE-LENGTHS by the use of the
requisite number of Met-Vick Low-loss A.N.P.
Coils which are readily inserted or withdrawn
from clips.

GOOD QUALITY REPRODUCTION by the 5
use of Cosmos Detector and Resistance Coup-#
ling Units.

EASE OF TUNING by employing (a) a
2-Control Circuit for normal work and (b) a
3-Control Circuit for selective work.

STABILITY by the use of (a) Cosmos A.N.P.
Coils which are Non-parasitic and ('b) a balanced
H.F. circuit.

1 PERMACON .001

3

.0002

' RESISTANCE
3 AN.P. coiLs [s.B.c]

3 aN.P. coILs [Long wave])

1 BATTERY SWITCH

7 FILAMENT RHEOSTAT

“cosMOSs” SHORTPATH
VALVES EITHER FOR
2-vOLT OR 6-VOLT

3 BLUE SPOTS
10/6 eacw

1 RED SPOT
12/6 eacH

A Booklet is also available giving similar details
of the “Met-Vick” A.N.P. 4-Valve Set embodying
Cesmos A.C. Valves for working off the
electric light mains.

METRO-VICK SUPPLIES LTI,

(Proprietors : Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. Ltd.)

155, CHARING CROSS ROAD,
LONDON. W.C. 2.
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THE

EDITOR’S CHAT

Percy W. Hariis, M.LR.E,, the Editor of “The Wireless Constructor,” has something to say about

short-wave reception and other seasonable topics.

IN order that the WireLess Cox-
STRUCTOR may be in the hands

of all readers by the 15th, the
articles have, of course, to be prepared
some time in advance. Actually I
am writing these notes just as the
December issue appears on the book-
stalls. For this reason it is not
possible, save as ‘ stop press,” to
publish further reports in the present
issue from secretaries of wireless
societies regarding the
Line ” Four. While it is most unusual
to publish what may be termed a

“gtar 7 set without a detailed test

report by the designer, as explained
in our last issue the powers of the
¢ Straight Line” Four are so great
that it calls for some different treat-
ment from the conventional list of
““ stations received.”  The reports
published in the December issue from
the secretaries of the Luton, Thornton
Heath and Wembley wireless societies,
who were given advance invitations,
" must have already whetted the
appetites of thousands. Next month
a further selection” of reports will be
published. "Meanwhile, further par-
ticulars regarding the receiver will
be found on another page.

The Short-Wave Three

. The astonishing popularity of the
Radiano Short-wave set—I use the
word ‘ astonishing ”’ because short-
wave reception is a comparatively
new field of endeavonr for the average
reader—has led to the demand for a
more powerful ““short-waver” capable
of giving the range of long-distance
reception for which the short waves
are distinguished, but with real

* Straight .

loud-speaker instead of telephone
strength. The “ -Short-Wave Three,”
including two stages of note-magnifi-
cation and sundry refinements and
general improvements, has thus been
designed, and is published in this
issue. Itis, in fact, a * short-wave de
luxe ” receiver, and will give, when
conditions are reasonably favour-
able, loud-speaker results clearly
audible anywhere in a large room
from 2FC, Sydney, Australia;
2X AFand2X A D (the short-wave
stations of the General Eiectric

T.A, Edison (centre), the world-famous in

from his laboratory at West Orange, NJ.

Company, Schenectady, New York,
which relay the broadcast programme
from WGY); KDKA (the world-
famous short-wave transmitting sta-
tion of the Westinghouse Electric
Co. at Pittsburg), and a number
of others.
181

Although primarily designed- for
loud-speaker work, provision is made
for plugging in a pair of telephones
after the detector valve, thus con-
verting it into a one-valve short-wave
set; and, of course, for very weak
stations telephones can be connected
to the loud-speaker terminals.

Down tg 15 Metres

Another interestihg little point about
this receiver is its extreme wave-
length range, as it moes down easily
to about 15 metres and can in addi-

ting for the first timne -

tion be used for the reception of
stations on the ordinary broadcast
wave-length, provided an additional
coil is obtained.

Regular listeners who are in the
habit of using one of the many sets
for long-distance reception described
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The Editor’s Chat—conﬁnued

from time to time in this journal
are well aware of the multiplicity
of stations that can now be heard
every evening. At one time—and not
very long ago—the general position
on a dial would be a rough indication
of the identity of a station, as we all
knew that there was but one station
near that particular tuning point !

What Station Is That?

At the present time conditions are
quite different, and, save with an
accurately calibrated set, it is im-
possible to identify stations by such
a simple method. A wave-meter
thus becomes a necessity to every
conscientious experimenter, and I
‘am pleased to be able to announce
that next month I hope to publish a
sound design by Mr. A. V. D. Hort

which, incidentally, gets away from
one of the chief troubles of home-
made wave-meters — the Buazzer.
There are, of course, good buzzers, but
the great majority of these  little
devices obstinately refuse to function
at the most important time.

The special method of obtaining
modulation in the wave-meter
designed by Mr. Hort removes the
necessity for employing any buzzer,
and has the distinct advantage that
the instrument i3 silent as far as
mechanical noises are concerned.
There is thus no risk of confusing
the outside sound of .the buzzer with
its electrical dication.

A Timely Tip
If you have any. friends who are
not yet regular readers of the

Changing to a frame
aerial on the * Straight
Line ’’ Four is but the
work of a snoment or lico.
Further notes appear in
N this issue supplementing

\ the constructional details
published last month.

WireLEss CONSTRUCTOR, tell them to
start buying it with the next issue,
which will contain many new and
specially interesting features, together
with a very valuable free gift of the
greatest use to every reader. I am
not able to reveal at the present
moment the exact nature of the
gift, but when you see it you will
agree with me that it is really a most
valuable and important present for

e T T T T T TR

A “THREE ” FOR THE NEW VALVE.

Dear Sir,—As one who has followed
your articles and designs in the wireless
= Press probably as long as anyone, I
= have invariably found that a receiver
= built from your design was a good
one.

We have advanced -considerably
since 1902, and I have just finished
your three-valver incorporating the
screened-grid high-frequency valve.
As usual I made a perfect copy, and
got excellent results the first switch
on. It is interesting coming straight
off the detector on to a low-impedance
valve (P.M.256) with 120 volts on the
plate and the new R.I. transformer.
This gives quite perfect reception on
the locat station, 5 X X, and when I
tell you that I have a Rice-Kellogg
loud speaker, you will realise how per-
feet the output from the set must be.

Yours faithfully,
‘ EAST ANGLIAN.”

“IT STANDS ALONE.”

Sir,—A few days ago I bullt the
set described in the November issue
of ¢ Wireless Constructor,” viz.,
** A *Three”’ for the New Valve.”’

The results obtained are remarkable.
Station after station comes in at enor-
mous volume. Easy to build and
operate, it is a receiver which should
appeal to those who want really good
loud-speaker results from both English
and foreign stations. I have not given
a list of stations heard as these are so
numerous, in faet it would appear
that only atmospheric conditions limit
the set’s capabilities.

1 have had experience with many
designs but this set in its class stands
alone. -

Just a little more selectivity and it
could be aptly named the °* Perfect
Three.”’

1

(LI L
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Yours truly,
E. C. BARNETT.

U TR BT GRTEE EH T TR RGO WO O T

=

= Douglas, 1.0.M,
R T e R SR R LA

N

every home-constructor such as has
never previously been offered as a
free gift. The demand for this issue
is sure to be considerably enhanced,
and although provision is being made
for a much larger number to be
printed, I advise you not to take
any risks, but to place your order
at once with your newsagent to
avoid disappointment.
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Receiving short-waves is one of the most fascinating branches of wireless.

A | he SHORT-WA

\\ )

L/

This set—which is easy to

make up and to operate—will give American and Australian broadcasting direct on the loud spealker. By
changing one coil it is suitable for the ordinary broadcast band of wave-lengths.

THE development of short-wave
communication has been very

rapid during the last few
months, and at the present time there
are, broadcasting on wave-lengths
below 100 metres, more stations than
could bpe received on the ordinary
broadcast band with any but a very
sensitive receiver for some time after

LIST OF COMPONENTS.
The eompanents given below are
those actually used in the receiver
: illustrated. Obviously most of the
: components can he chosen with equal
efficiency from a number of makes.

1 Panel 16 in. x 8 in., mahogany
finish (Ebonart).

1 Set of Aero short-wave coils, 1 Aero
choke (Rothermel Radio Corpora-
tion, Ltd.). (A coil for the broadeast
band can also be supplied.) .

2 Variable condensers with verniers,
00035 mid. (Jackson Bros.). (Other
makes of ‘0003 mfd. would do.)

1 Potentiometer for panel mounting
(Lissen).

1 Double-gircuit jack (Lotus).

1 Plug for same (Lotus). -

1 On-and-off switch (Igranie).

1 Cabinet to take 16 in. X 8 in. panel
with © 9-in. baseboard . (Camco,
Pickett, Arteraft, Makerimport, €tec.,
all make suitable cabinets for this

. purpose).

3 Anti-phonic valve sockets (Ben-
jamin). .

3 Fixed resistors to suit valves used
(Tempryte).

1 Grid-leak holder with 4-megohm
leak (Dubilier, Igranie, Lissen,
Mullard, ete.).. :

1 Fixed condenser with elips, 0001
mid. (MeMichael).

1 L.F. transformer (Brandes).

1 R.C.C. unit (Mullard).

1 Terminal strip with terminals for
aerial, earth, L.T.—,L.T.+, H.T.—,
H.T.+1 and 2, grid ‘bias 4, grid
bias — 1 and 2, and loud speaker
-+ and - (Magnum).

Glazite wire.

the broadcasting boom began. The
really astounding efficiency of short-
wave transmission and reception
makes it possible to receive signals
over very long distances with a small
number of valves, and without any
high-frequency valve preceding the
detector.

A close-up of the twiring of the H.F. end_of the receiver.

are published in the current issue,
and, as reception has proved so
exceedingly good on telephones with
this set, there has grown up a demand
for a receiver with one more stage
of note magnification to enable the
long-distance results to be turned on
to the speaker, so that the family

That short-wave reception is both ! may share the experimenter’s success.

- simple and very popular is proved by.
the astounding success of the Radiano
short-wave receiver, described in
the: WireLEss ConsTRUCTOR for June
last. Many appreciations of this set

183

The “Short-Wave Three ” is the result.
The “ Short-Wave Three ”’ uses . the

_same circuit as the Radiano short-

wave set, but utilises different coils
which  possess certain  distinct
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The ‘“Short-Wave Three’’—continued

advantages (which will be named later),
a jack arrangement by which one can

listen on one valve only for searching |

purposes, and an additional stage of
low-frequency magnification to give
wuch greater volume. There are

also a number of minor yet important

modifications in design and layout
which experience has shown makes
for increased efficiency, and which
justifies the receiver being called a
“de luxe” model. It is thus not
merely an additionof a further stage
of note magnification to the Radiano
Two, but is a distinct improvement
in several respects.

The chief improvements relate to
the coils used. The design of these
‘coils has been worked out particularly

2XAF, Sydney, Australia, this
advantage becomes very marked,
compared with some makes of short-
wave coils. For the benefit of those
readers who would like to try their
hand at the home construction of
these coils, the turn numbers are
given later.

Special Features
Most readers, -however, will prob-
ably prefer to buy the ready-made
set, owing to the facility with which
they may be rapidly changed in

passing from one wave-band to-

another. The makers also supply

coils fitting into the same socket
for the ordinary broadcast band,
but not for the Daventry band.

The three short-wave coils and, to the right, the ooil for the broadcast wave-lengths,

well by the makers. A single aerial
coil is used for all wave-length ranges
from about 15 to 130 metres, and the
coupling of this coil to the grid coil
is variable. ~ The interchangeable
portion. is ‘a combination of grid
and reaction coils, the grid coil being
a single-layer winding, air-spaced
and with a very minimum of solid
dielectric material in the field. The
number of turns is arranged so that
each range overlaps the previous one.

The Coils Used

The chief merit, however, is ‘in
tho design of the reaction winding.
It has been worked out and spaced
so- carefully that one setting of the
reaction condenser serves for a very
wide band of waves, and, what is
still more important, variations of

the reaction condenser make a very

slight alteration of the main tuning.
On the very short waves, such as

In the theoretical circuit the high-
frequency portion Was been drawn
slightly differently from .the usual
way, to show the relative positions of
the grid and reaction coils. Those
readers who care to turn to page 78
of the June issue and compare it
with the short-wave Radiano set,
will see that, theoretically, the
arrangement of the aerial, grid, and
reaction coils is the same; but; in
practice, the dimensions of the grid
and reaction coils are different.

In both the short-wave Radiano and
the * Short-Wave Three” the radio-
frequency choke is connected to the
reaction condenser, and not the plate,
as is frequently done in short-wave
circuits ; this arrangement, in both
the Radiano short-wave and the
“Short-Wave Three,” being one which
I have personally found to be par-
ticularly efficient.  Another slight
difference between the two circuits

i 184

relates to the position of the grid leak.
In the Radiano short-waver the grid
leak is connected across the grid
condenser and on the earth side to a
slider of a potentiometer, a fixed
condenser of 002 mfd. being used
to provide a high-frequency by-pass.

In the ““‘Short-Wave Three” the grid

.leak 18 taken direct to the slider

of a potentiometer, and the grid

: return from the coil and condenser

is taken straight to negative L.T.
This arrangement enables one to
dispense with the fixed condenser,
and thus slightly simplify the wiring.

A Universal Choke

The radio-frequency choke used
in the present receiver is made by
the manufacturers of the coils especi-
ally to go with them, and is certainly
an excellent choke right down to the
shortest waves for which it can be
used. An unsuitable radio-frequency
choke in a set such as this may give
a good deal of trouble. In the short-
wave Radiano set interchangeable
plug-in coils were used, and in the
present receiver the use of a single
choke dispenses with the need of
making any choke alteration when
changing from one wave-band to
another, even down to 15 metres.
It is remarkably uniform in this
respect, and shows no ““ bumps >’ or
“flat spots ”—no small advantage
when general searching is taking
place.

Following the radio-frequency choké

.a jack is seen, so that telephones

can be plugged in immediately after
the detector valve. The first stage
of magnification is transformer-
coupled, and the second resistance-
coupled : rather the reverse of the
usual procedure, for in most cases
the resistance coupling follows the
detector and the transformer coupling
comes last of all. The reasons for the
change in the present receiver may
be of interest, and will be explained

at once.

The L.F. Stages

In criticolly designed coils for
short-wave work incorporating a
reaction winding it is essential that
they be used with either the valve
for which they were designed or one
having closely similar characteristics.
In order to obtain the reaction effect,
which is obviously partly magnetic,
a certain current must flow through
reaction winding.



I J;ﬂuary, 1928

Tue WireLess CoNsTRUCTOR

The “Short-Wave 'Three"’-—co_ntinucd

Now, if we were to use resistance
coupling to join the detector to the
first note-magnifying valve, it is
obvious that the detector valve would
have to be one suitable for resistance
coupling, ie. a high-magnification,

binatien of one transformer and one
resistance coupling makes for excel-
lent purity, and very largely reduces
the risk of audio-frequency howling
which occasionally oceurs when two
transformer couplings are used.

PANEL LAYOUT.

X.233]

high-impedance valve. Such a high-
impedance valve passes a very small
anode current, and it would not be
possible to get satisfactory reaction
effects with coils designed for a valve
of medium or low impedance.

Plugging-in ’Phones

The second very important point
relates to the plugging-in of the
‘telephones. Telephones are of rela-
tively low resistance, and if we
substituted for, say, a 100,000 or
250,000-ohm  resistance a pair of
telephones of, say, 4,000-ohm re-
sistance, the insertion of these tele-
phones would completely upset the
adjustment of the detector valve.

By substituting the telephones for.

the primary of a transformer the
change made by the insertion is very
slight, and it is barely noticeable
on the very shortest waves.

Practical Points

Usually a transformer coupling
can deal with powerful signals with
less distortion than a resistance unit
(this is not always the case), but in
the present case we are not likely
to receive signals so strong that any
trouble with the resistance coupling
from overloading is likely to arise.
There are thus no practical disad-
vantages, and many advantages,
in making the transformer coupling
first and the resistance coupling second
in this particular set. While there
is no reason why one should not use
two transformer couplings, the com-

So much for the theoretical circuit
and the reasons for the arrangements
made. Let us new consider a few
practical points, and seé how they
work out.

Although a number of readers have
received Sydney direct on the Radiano .

| Two, a' certain amount of skilful

manipulation is necessary with this

A plan

receiver in order to obtain such
results. On the ““ Short-Wave Three,”
Sydney can be received direct on

 the loud speaker with much greater

185

view of the wiring of the ‘‘ Short-Wave Three.”

ease than can KDKA
Radiano Two.

The particular coils used, of course,
account for this to some extent, and
the choice of suitable vernier con-
densers for both tuning and reaction
condenser? also contributes. As there
is a complete absence of bhand-
capacity effects in this set, it does
not matter whether one uses con-

on the

“ densers with exterior vernier dials

or, as in the actual instrument
illustrated, condensers with built-in
vernier arrangements. All condensers,
however, are by no means equally
suitable for short-wave work.

Variable Condensers

There are a number of excellent
makes available, however, and if one
chooses a condenser of the modern
low-loss variety, in which the moving
plates are connected to the metal end-
plates and the fixed plates supported
on good insulating material in such a
way that the solid dielectric is out
of the concentrated field, you will
not go far wrong. The Jackson
condensers used in this set are very
good examples of really efficient éon-
densers at quite modest prices, while
the vernier arrangements on these

i o

condensers are particularly suitable
for short-wave work,

Another refinement in this receiver
is the provision of an interchangeable
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The ‘.‘ Short-Wa_vé Three”~continued

grid condenser. On the very shortest
waves a '0001 mid. is often the
most suitable value, while on longer
waves a ‘0002 or ‘0003 mfd. is quite
-suitable. It is just as well, too, to
earry out a few experiments with grid
leaks, for while a 4-megohm leak
will serve in- practically all cases,
it is interesting to try the effect of a
3--or a 2-megohm at times.

The L.F. Components

components is concerned, any good
low-frequency ' transformer and any
good resistance-capacity coupling unit
can be chosen. The new Mullard
R.C. -unit-functions very well in this
set. The valve sockets must be of

good quality, and of the antiphonic
type. As much of the battery wiring
bas been deliberately ‘ bunched ”

(these leads are all at earth potential
so far as radio-frequency current is
concerned), it is highly advisable
to use insulated wire, such as Glazite,
or to use Systoflex sleeving over the
bare wire.

Positions of Components

" While the layout of the Jow-
{requency side can be slightly varied,
the relative positions of parts on the
high-frequency side, i.e. the first half of
the baseboard looking from the front,
should be rigidly -adhered to, for if
a nairower baseboard is used the
coils will be brought' too  near the
tuning condenser,-and a deeper base-
board would make the leads too long,
In order that the wiring at this end

Another back-of-panel viewo, showing the arr'(mgemeut of the terminal board.

of the set may be carefully copied,
this section has been separately
photographed.

Dial Readings

As calibrating a short-wave re-
celver 1s rather a laborious task, a few
calibration points are given at the
end of this article, so that if the reader
uses the actnal coils specified and the
particular ' make of condenser and
follows the layout carefully, his

So far as the general choice of | readings should be practically, the

same as those given. What varia-
tions do exist will be so slight that
the station aimed for will be found in
a few seconds after setting each
tuning dial to the figures given.

Valves Recommended

The first valve should be one having
an impedance of about 8,000 to

10,000. Typical and suitable valves
in the 6-volt class are (in alphabetical
order) : B.T.H. B.4., Cossor 610 L.F.,
Ediswan E. 8.5 L.F., Marconi D.E.5,
Mullard D.F.A.1, Osram D.E.5, Six-
Sixty S.8.4. The nearest equivalents

1 of these valves in the 4 and 2-volt

classes will also work well, while quite

- satisfactory results are obtainable on

a number of valves somewhat outside
the rating given.

Valves given above have been
chosen among the makes as those

*comparable in general characteristics
with the American valve for which the -

coils were designed. If you do not

happen to possess any of the valves

named, try your own in the set. If

you obtain a perfectly smooth control
186

| get at.

of reaction the wvalvés will quite
probably be satisfactory.

So far as the second and third valves
are concerned, the second should
always be one of the R.C. variety, and
the third an ordinary power valve.
There is no need to use a super-power
valve in this output stage, as normally
-the set will not be used for the recep-
tion of very loud signals on the local
station, and the small-power valves
hate a bhigher magnification factor
than the super-power valves. Thus
_they_will give you a 'stronger signal
provided you do not get a very great

" volume.

The constructional work should be

begun on the baseboard, and, indeed,
most of the wiring can be carried out
before the front panel is attached.
The wiring of the front panel to the
baseboard components is quite open,
and there are no awkward parts to
(lean sound joints should
always be aimed at in any short-wave
receiver. A good, clean pressure joint
under a terminal is much preferable
to a badly-made soldered contact.

Operation Notes
Join up your batteries but do not

| switch on, connect aerial and earth

and loud speaker. H.T.4+2 should
have the maximum potential of your
high-tension battery up to 120 volts.
I do not recommend the use of less
than 100 volts, as a resistance-capa-
city valve is being used. H.T. 1
will have to be varied by trial, and
generally will be found to be most
satisfactory between 30 and 45 volts.
One and a half volts will be ample
grid bias for G.B.—1. G.B.—2
should be chosen according to the
maker’s specification for the valve
.used in the last stage and the voltage
applied to its anode from the H.T.
battery.

Set the potentiometer slider fully
‘to the negative side (this means when
the slider is nearly to the terminal
connected to the moving plates of
the variable condenser). Insert a
-0002-mfd. condenser in the clips and
a 4-megohm grid leak in the
proper place. Insert the coil with
eight turns, adjust the aerial coil at
a slight angle to the interchangeable
coil, set the reaction condenser to
zero, the tuning condenser to zero,
and switch on.

Now turn the reaction condenser
slowly upwards from niinimum and
you should hear the set going into
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The “Short-Wave Three’’ —continued

oscillation, this state being indicated

by a slight rustling in the loud speaker.
It should not go in with a “ plop,”
nor should vou hear what is called a
‘“ threshold howl ”’—that is to say,

A very slight re-tuning will then
bring in this station quite clearly.
Fortunately they announce themselves
very regularly as the General Electric
Company, Schenectady, New York,

sions 2 X AF can be heard on the
loud speaker at such a strength as
to be followed outside the room when
the door is shut. KD K A will be
similarly loud at times.

|

The circuit employed is a straightforward Det. and 2 L.F.
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a grunting or squawking noise just
as the set starts to oscillate. To
obtain smooth reaction you may need
to move the slider of the potentio-
meter and also to try the most
suitable voltage on your H.T. battery
for HT.+1. -

Tuning-in a Station

As indicated above, somewhere
between 30 and 45 volts will suit, and,
provided you get smooth reaction and
no threshold howl, the higher the
voltage the better. Try the adjust-
ment of reaction for various settings
of the tuning condenser up to about
140 deg. It is not necessary to use
this condenser at higher readings
than that, as you will come well within
the overlap of the hmext coil By
suitably adjusting the potentiometer
and HT. 4 1 you should obtain
a delightfully smooth reaction—so
smooth, in fact, that you will scarcely
hear when the set goes into oscillation.

The coil with eight turns should
tune from just below 2 X A F (3277
metres) up to well above KD K A,
which works on a wave-length of
about 62 metres. You will find
2 X AF, when it is working (nearly
every evening after about ten o’clock
it will come in well), within the first
few degrees of the tuning condenser.
Actually on my set it isfound at 9 deg.
Pick up the carrier-wave by oscillat-
ing slightly, and directly you hear it
and have reached the zero point
slacken back the reaction until you
are just below the oscillation point.

often giving WG Y as their call, so
that you will have no difficulty in
identifying the station. Similarly,
K D K A will be found about 131 deg.
on this coil, and, of course, a whole
host of amateurs working either
'phone or continuous-wave signals
come in. You will also find KDK A
on the next larger coil at the lower end.
Sydney will be found on the three-
turn coil at about 110 or 115 deg. This
station was picked up within five
minutes of trying, the strength being
slightly less than is generally obtain-

ableon 2 X A F. On numerous occa- -

This  back-of-panel view
shows the' coils and
valves in poasition.
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Of course, it is not necessary to use
the telephones and many readers will
care to operatc the set entirely with-
out resorting to this form of reception.
but it is useful when one is searching
round for distant stations and 1t is
not desired to disturb the other
occupants of the room.

‘Immediately on withdrawing the
‘phone plug the set is automati-
cally switched on to the loud

_speaker, only a very slight adjust-
_ment of tuning reaction being made
necessary, and that not always, by

the change.

The

potentiometer con-
nections are clearly
shown above,
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The “Short-Wave Three’—continued

On the three-turn coil several of the
beam stations will be picked up. Their
high-speed Morse .gives a continuous
“ burr-r-r”  with occasional slow-
speed hand signalling between long
stretches of  automatic.”

On the Broadcast Band
The best stations to practice on
are KDKA and 2X AF, as they
both come in on the same coil, and
are both very regular in their trans-

missions. Of course, conditions viry,
but these stations will practically
always be heard on the loud speaker,
at times their strength heing really
tremendous.

If, of course, the reader has a
knowledge of the Morse code he will
derive great interest from the recep-
tion of signals from the numerous
American amateurs who are working
regularly. One of the fascinations of
short-wave reception is that the

strength of signal is no indication of
distance.

Operation of this set on the ordinary
broadcast band is, of course, extremely
simple, but it will be necessary to
make the coupling of the aerial coil
to the grid coil as tight as possible,
in order to get adequate strength.
Owing to the very loose coupling
used, the selectivity is very high on
the broadcast band, at some sacrifice
of signal strength.
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HoValve Voltmeter
and HowtolUse it

With this fascinating instrument it is pos-
sible to measwre the aevial’s input to the

set, and to trace the amplification of the

receiver stage by stage.

By W. JAMES.

lT is fairly safe to say that very soon
after a man installs a valve

receiver he buys a voltmeter.
He knows that the safest way of
finding whether his H.T. battery is
run down or his filament heating

taken by the anodes of the valves
themselves.

It therefore follows that the volt-
meter may not give a true indication
of the battery’s voltage under work-
ing conditions. This is because the
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accumulator -is discharged is by
measuring its voltage. To do this he
must, have that simple and inexpen-
sive instrument known as a volt-
meter.

The Misleading -Reading

Probably he does not know a thing
about the instrument except that to
find the voltage of a battery all he
has to do is to connect it to the
battery and read the figures to which
the needle points. But an observant
reader may have noticed a slight
spark as he removed one of the
voltmeter wires from the battery,
showing that it takes a certain amount
of current. This Current is required
to move the pointer against the force
which tends to hold it at zero, and
as a matter of fact, the cheaper
instruments-take quite a considerable
current, which in sonie instances may
amount to more than the H.T. current

battery itself has resistance, with the
result that a certain amount of voltage
is “ lost ”” in the battery itself. Thus,
the voltmeter may read 55 when the
actual voltage is 60..

THe WireLess CoNSTRUCTOR

This difference between the actual
and working voltage is of no great
account, but serves to bring out a most
important point, that when the
voltage across the ends of a battery
or of a piece of apparatus carrying a
current is to be measured by means of
a voltmeter, the instrument itself
will cause the actual voltage across
these points to fall, with the result
that the instrument indicates a voltage
which is lower than the voltage be-
tween the two points before the

" instrument was connected. This is

because the instrumeént takes current,
and the supply from which the
current is obtained has resistance.
Better-class instruments take quite
a small current, so that when one of
these is used we ean be sure that it
is practically the actual voltage of
the battery which is being indicated.

A Point to Remember

We meet with this difficulty in all
sorts of ways. But usually we can

say that provided the resistance of the
measuring instrument is highcompared

A typical layout for measuring—when the instrument is calibrated—or -com-~

paring H.F. vollages across acrial coils.
—~
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(See Fig. 34.)
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Thg Valve Voltmeter and How to

Use it—-continued

with that of the battery, or between
the two points where the instrument
is to be connected, then the reading
obtained 1is practically the true
voltage between the two points.
This 18 a most important thing and
has always to be borne in mind when
about to measure the radio- or audio-
frequency voltages set up across the
various components in a wireless
receiver.

A Reduction of Resistance

As an example which will readily
be understood, we will take the case
of a resistance amplifier. We will
suppose that we wish to measure the
low-frequency voltage set up across
the grid leak R,, Fig. 1. Grid leak
R,, we will assume, has a value of
2 megohms, the coupling condenser a
value of -002 mid., and the anode
resistance of 0-5 megohm. These
values are normal in every respect.

Now let us suppose that we have an
instrument which reads alternating’
voltages. This we propose to connect
across the grid leak R,, as in Fig. 1.
Remember that R, is of 2 megohms ;
our. voltmeter we will suppose has a
resistance of 500,000 ohms, What will.

the voltmeter has had the effect of
changing the conditions of the circuit.
The voltmeter, with its resistance of

500,000 ohms, has reduced the re-

sistance between the grid and the
grid-bias battery from 2 megohms to
slightly less than 500,000 ohms,

whereas before we connected it the

Suppose now we connect a voltmeter
of different design, having a resistance
of 2 megohms. Even then the result
of connecting it is to reduce the
effective resistance of the grid circuit
from 2 to I megohms (two 2-megohm
resistances in parallel is equivalent
to a single resistance of 1 megohm),

L71]

L B

S i

|

3

Lssenracs or 4 Tnercas Foue Wive Ser.

resistance was as high as that of
the grid leak. In fact, the act of
connecting the voltmeter has reduced
the amplification very considerably,
for the reason that 'the effective re-
sistance connected to the anode
circuit of the valve has been reduced,

which in turn has cut down magnifica-
tion. :
We therefore see that our voltmeter
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be the effect of connecting it? It
will certainly indicate & voltage, but
it will not be the voltage which was
set up across the grid leak before the
instrument was connected, because

is of very little value, because the
voltage which it indicates is much
less than the actual working voltage

“between the points when the voltmeter

is not connected.
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which. in turn effectively reduces the
anode resistance' connected to the
valve. This in turn reduces the
amplification, and so the effect of
connecting a voltmeter of even this
high resistance is to lower the ampli-
fication immediately. '

Thus, even a voltmeter of very high
resistance is not suitable for measuring
the audio-frequency voltages set up
across the grid leak, for immediately
we connect 1t we so alter the effective
resistances in the circuit that e
lower the amplification, and our

- voltmeter may read, for instance,

0-9 volt, whereas when the voltmeter
is not connected the voltage across
the grid leak is 1 volt.

Under Working Conditions

Now a voltmeter resistance of
2 megohms is quite considerable, but
it is clear that even this admittedly
high value of resistance is not-enough.
It" would in fact appear that an
instrument which takes no current at
all, i.e. has an infinitely great resist-
ance, is required for measuring the
voltage across the grid leak.

At this stage it must be pointed out
that not every part of a wireless
receiver has so high a resistance.
Let us therefore look into this a little
more closely so as to be in a position
to form a clear opinion as to the values
normally met with.

We will take as our example a
typical four-valve set, Fig. 2. It has
one stage of radio-frequency amplifi-
cation, a detector which is resistance-
coupled to the first L.F. valve, and
a low-frequency valve which is
transformer-counled to the power



January, 1928

Tre WiRreLess CoNSTRUCTOR

F—

The Valve Voltmeter and How to Use it—continued

stage. What we have to do is to
estimate the resistance or, to be more
precise, the impedance of the various
circuits under working conditions.
First we have the aerial coil L
tuned by C; we are interested in the
voltage actually set up across the
ends of the circuit, at points AB,
for-this is the voltage of the signals
applied to the grid of the valves.
What will be the effective resistance
of this circuit at the frequency of a
signal? When the coil and con-
denser are good onmes, it may be of
the order of 250,000 ohms. Using

It has also to be noted that if the
voltmeter has capacity it will not
matter, because all we shall have to

.do is to reduce the capacity of the

tuning condenser C by a slight amount
in order to restore the circuit to re-

sonance with the incoming signal to .

be measured. If it so happens that the
capacity of the voltmeter has a bad
dielectrio, in other words, if the con-
denser formed by the voltmeter
absorbs power, then this may reduce
the voltage of the circuit, but usually
it will be by a negligible amount.
The next circuit which we are in-

resistance stage and we will assame
the voltmeter is to be connected
across the grid leak in order to measure
the audio-frequency voltage set up
between the grid and filament of the
first L.F. valve. Here we shall require
an instrument having almost an in-
finitely great resistance as. we_‘ex-
plained above. .
Finally we come to the grid circuit
of the power valve which includes the
secondary winding of an audio-
frequency transformer. Everybody
knows from practical experience that
to connect a resistance of 0'5 megohm

qu a valve toltmeter is connected up to measure the high-frequency amplification of a standard screened stage

ordinary coils of solid wire it will be
less, falling still farther when some
ordinary makes of plug-in coil are
used for L.

Some Typical Values

For this circuit, then, we require
a voltmeter having a resistance large
compared with 250,000 ohms. A
resistance of 05 megohm, for in-
stance, would immediately reduce
the voltage across the tuned circuit by
an appreciable amount ; so would a
resistance of 1 megohm, and in fact
here_agaih we require a voltmeter of
practically infinite resistance.

terested in is the secondary of the high-
frequency transformer which is con-
nected to the grid and filament of the
anode-bend detector.

The effective resistance of this
circuit under usual working condi-
tions will approximate to that of the
aerial coil so that the remarks made
with regard to that coil apply equally
well for the H.F. transformer. These
two circuits are, of course, dealing
with radio-frequency currents.

We now have to pass to circuits
which should have audio-frequency
currents only flowing in them. We
have first of all to deal with the

101

across the secondary winding of a
good audio-frequency transformer will
usually have the eftect of materially
lowering the signal strength. If
therefore we were to connect a volt-
meter having a resistance of this
order across the secondary winding
in an endeavour to measure the
voltage, it is quite evident that the
act of connecting the voltmeter wounld
so lower the voltage as to render the
reading of the voltmeter quite in-
accurate.

An Essential Requirement
In this position, then, we should
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Use .it—-continued

use a voltmeter having a very high
resistance, i.e. one which takes prac-
tically no current at all.

We therefore see that in the case of

the particular four-valve receiver
described, it is practically essential
to use a voltmeter of the electro-
static type if accurate readings of
high-frequency and low-frequency
voltages are to be obtained. For
when an electrostatic voltmeter is
used the only effect of connecting it
to a circuit will be very slightly to
raise the capacity of the circnit, which
in the case of high-frequency circuits
can be compensated for by retuning.

There can be no doubt that the

"(H.T:) which may be of 40 volts, for

example, and a by-pass condenser C.

Fig. 3B is a characteristic curve for
this valve. It will be seen that when
the grid bias is fixed at — 3 volts the
valve will rectify high- or low-fre-
quency voltages which may be ap-
plied between the points A and B
shown in Fig. 3C.

-The normal reading of the gal-
vanometer may be b divisions. 1f we
apply an alternating current of, say,
half a volt the anode current will
increase and the galvanometer read-
ing. will rise from the 5 division
to, say, 10 divisions. If we apply a
larger A.C. voltage to the grid, the
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The values in the above figure are as follow : E L=Six-pin plug-in coil.
A L= Good-make No. 60 coil. C=-0001 mtd. Volts =0-25
C= 1 mid. Volts 0-55 =-0002 ,, s —0:32
= 0002 -4 =-0003 ,, w =05
B L= Good-made No. 60 cml, wnh centre tap. C cut out » =08
C= Volts~0-55 F L= COmmercml single-layer interchnn’eable
= 8033 % »g 25 coil (200 « H).
¢ L= Good-make No. 40 coil (Plug-in). Omgpc . Ve
C=-0001 mfd. Volts=0-4 —.0003 > ” =i 55
=-0002 ,, » =035 d ” i
= =03 G (Special coil.) Al A2
D L-—Good-make No. 50 coil. C= 0001 mid. Volts= 0 4 Volts=0:65
C=-0001 mid. Volts=0-5 = o o = » =08
=-0002 ,, w =04 = -0003 » » =0 73 » =085
=-0003 ,, » =035 C cut out » =09 w =075
simplest form of electrostatic volt- | anode current will further increase

meter which can be used for measur-
ing the voltages met with in the
ordinary wireless receiver is of the
kind which includes a valve, and the
principle of operation of this form of
1nstrument will readily be understood
by referring to Fig. 3. Here we have
a valve V,, with a grid bias {G.B.) of
3-volts. Connected to its anode is a
galvanometer and a small battery

and, in fact, we can calibrate the
instrument to work as a voltmeter
by applying a series of known A.C.
voltages and noting the reading of
the galvanometer.

A typical calibration is given in
Fig. 3D, and within its limits this
ingtrument is an electrostatic volt-
meter, in that its grid circuit does not
take any current at all (beyond the
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charging current due to the very small
capacity of the grid to filament).
But we must be sure that the instru-
ment is always used in such a way
that grid current does not flow. For
if grid current flows we should have,
in fact, a resistance between the grid
and filament which would result in
inaccurate readings being obtamed as
explained above.

Preventing Grid Current

The point at which grid current
commences to flow depends upon the
valve used. Most valves commence
to pass grid current at round about
zero grid bias. The instrument as
described may therefore be used to
measure A.C. voltages having a peak
value of not more than 3 volts.

We can calibrate it with a larger
grid bias, however, for then we shall
be able to measure larger voltages,
and in practice what one does is to
provide the instrument with a grid
battery of, say, 12 wvolts. The
instrument would then be calibrated
for grid bias values of -3, —6,
—9, and —12 volts grid bias.

With this instrument, then, we
shall be able to read A.C. voltages
having a peak value of not more than
12 volts, although it is, of course,
simply a matter of providing addi-
tional grid bias and making a further
calibration from a series of A.Cc
voltages of known value when we
wish to use the instrument {for
measuring larger voltages.

For Accurate Work

The instrument which is used to
measure high-frequency and low-
frequency voltages is therefore nothing
more than a calibrated ‘anode-bend
rectifying valve, and, as such, the
amount of power it consumes is
extraordinarily small—so small, in
fact, that it can be neglected except
when very accurate work is being
done in connection with coil resist-
ance, and so on. In this connection
the anode by-pass condenser C is of
great importance. It should have
such a value that the impedance of
the anode circuit to alternating
currents is very small and a normal
value is one or two microfarads.

In practice such an instrument
would be provided with a filament
rheostat and a potentiometer for
adjusting the normal filament tem-
perature and anode voltage to the
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precise values which obtained at the
time ‘of calibrating, for these values
determine the reading of the anode-
circuit galvanometer when the grid
is joined direct to the grid bias.
Such an instrument is .very easily
constructed ; the difficulty is to
calibrate it. This can be done from a
source of more or less pure alternating

:0005-mfd. wvariable condenser, and
the valve voltmeter is connected
across the ends of the tuning con-
denser. This circuit was tuned to
2L 0, and the voltage set up by the

signal from the London station was.

noted.
As the coil is a fairly large one for
direct connection in an aerial eircuit,
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current of known voltage, but the
work is best put in the hands of an
expert. The instrument is extra-
ordinarily easy to use, as we shall
sce. It is reliable and safe. Over-
loads will not harm the valve but may
damage the galvanometer by causing
the needle to strike hard against the
stop.

The first series of experiments were
undertaken to show what effect the
tuned circuit connected to an aerial
had on the voltage applied to the grid
of the first valve. But before
describing these experiments we must
explain that the aerial consists of a
single wire, 100 feet long and about
30 feet high, with an earth connection
made to a sheet of copper buried in
the ground. Tk tests were made at a
place approximately twelve miles
from the London broadeast trans-
mitter.

The Series Condenser

It is generally known, of course,
that signals are weaker when you
put a poorly constructed coil in the
aerial circuit, but it is interesting
to find the exact effect on signal
strength by using coils of different
construction.

The circuits were arranged as in
Fig. 4. In circuit A we have a good
make No. 60 centre-tapped coil
joined to the aerial through a con-
denser C. The coil is tuned with a

it was found necessary to use a fixed
condenser. When this had a value
of 0001 mfd., the voltage developed
was 0-55 volt, while increasing the
value of the series condenser C to
-0002 mfd. and retuning by means of
the -0005 mfd. variable condenser
gave a voltage of 0-4. The aerial was
then connected through condenser C

have very little effect on- the signal
strength, so that in practice with a
coill of this sort we would use a
0001 fixed condenser at C, as this .

‘would enable us to cover a much wider

range of wave-lengths with the one
tuned circuit. The centre-tapped coil
was now removed and in its place an
ordinary plug-in coil, marked No. 40,
was included, Fig. C.

For Strong Signals

When tuned to the London station
the voltage was found to be less than
with arrangements A and B, varying
from 04 volt depending on’ the series
condenser C. A No. 50 coil of the same
make was now connected to the aerial
circuit in place of the No. 40, Fig. D,
and the voltages measured varied
from 0-5 to 0-35. We therefore see
that with the two ordinary plug-in
coils the loudest signals will be ob-
tained when a series condenser of
‘0001 mfd. is included in the aerial
circuit. This may seem contrary to
previous statements which have been
made, but yet there is no doubt that
a smaller value of condenser gives
much - stronger signals.

This is due to the fact that the
coils used are good omes; they are
certainly the best plug-in type coils

" tried. In addition, the tuning of the

circuit is much sharper.
Next a single-layer plug-in coil of
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to the centre tap of the coil, and
further readings were taken for three
values of the fixed condenser. The
values are those quoted for Fig. B.
‘Condenser C is clearly shown to
193

the type having six pins was tried,
The coil was wound with Litzendraht
wire, and the aerial tapped at a
point a few turns from the earth
(Continued on page 2350.)
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Remarkable Radiano Results

Some recaders’ experiences with the ‘Radiano Short-weave Tivosvalver:
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American Stations Recelved
S1r,—I must congratulate you on

this set and now ‘report to you my

experience with it.

I must confess I have not kept to
your specification as I am using
Microstats to control the filaments,
and using home-made coils wound

with No. 22 eramelled wire. My
aerial is not of the best, and my earth
consists of a piece of expanded retal
about 1Qin. by 6in., buried 18in. in a

wooden box filled with earth and .

placed on the blue-brick path outside
my window, as I cannot drive a
better earth through the hard blue
bricks.*

However, under these conditions I
received WGY on Thursday and
Friday night last about 11.30 p.m.
with the greatest of ease, at powerful
strength and without atmospherics or
fading, the speech and music being
very clear. I also picked up at good
strength a station in Buffalo, and I
believe the announcer gave his call
sign as WM AK. I believe WGY
and other Américan stations were
taking his programme, as when he
closed down he mentioned these
stations, and W G Y came on with a
radio talk. I have logged the items
heard from the Buffalo station for
confirmation.

I have made several short—wavers,
but w1thout a doubt this one is ““ it.”

Yours faithfully,
Cardiff. P.C. L.
[*This acts as a capacity earth.—
Editor.]

With ‘Indoor Aerial

Sir,—May I offer you my congratu-
lations on publishing such a ‘splendid
circuit ? In giving below my results
since constructing this receiver, you
will see that it more than justifies the
claims made for it. Using as an
acrial a short single wire slung across
the room (which proved more efficient
than the outside aerial) the following
results were obtained :

S.W.1 Col.

K D K A—Regularly every evening
after 11 o’clock or so. Occasionally
at medium loud-speaker strength.

P CJ J—At good ’phone strength.

A German station above K DK A,

, believed to be the new short-wave

-transmission of Langenberg, and three

amateurs.
S.W.2 Coil.

"2X AF (relaying WG Y).—At ex-
cellent strength on loud speaker.

2 X A D.—At good ’phone strength.

2NM (Mr. G. Marcuse) relaying
2 L O to India, etc., at excellent loud-
speaker strength

All the above stations can also be
obtained without any aerial at all,
with very little loss of strength, and
once KD K A was received 'without
either aerial or earth. I might men-
tion here that I use as the detector a
Mullard 8.6 and a P.M.4 in the L.F.
stage.

Trusting above information may be
of use to any of your readers who
contemplate constructing this re-
ceiver.

Yours faithfully,

Croydon. P. "McALLAN.
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Sydney Again

Sir,—The following may be of
interest to users of the Radiano
short-wave two-valve receiver. The
set was made to specification and
diagrams ; Cosmos 2-volt valves being
used.

As I am a reader of Morse, scores
of amateur stations have been logged,
but the main DX results are as
follows: 2XAF, WGY, KDKA
and, last but not least, I have- plcked
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up 2 F C Sydney twice, and this seems
to be stronger -than the above-

“mentioned American- stations.

Yours faithfully,
S. C. Terry.

‘Belvedere, Kent.

Down to 14 Metres

Sir,—It may interest you to know
that I- have received station 2F C
Sydney, Australia, on two occasions
on a set using the Radiano short-
wave set circuit. It has been coming
in here at about R.5 to R.7 strength.

It is possible to walk about near
the set without affecting the tuning.
I have also received KD K'A on 14
metres, 2X AD, 2XAF, PCJJ,
and a host of English and Continental
amateurs. The valves I am using are
the P.M.1 HF. and the P.M.2.

The set works very well on the long
and normal wave-lengths, loud-
speaker reception being very good
from Daventry. It is certainly a very
good all-round receiver.

Yours faithfully,
E. B. StEeap.
Lancing, Sussex.

2F C on One Valve

Sir,—It may interest you to know
that I have just built the Radiano
short-wave set (at present Iless
amplifier). On testing same out one
Saturday night about 12 p.m. I was
astonished to tune in a station at good
‘phone strength, which turned out to
be WGY on 33 metres, reception
being very clear and free from
atmospherics. But, better still, on the
Sunday after listening to 2 F C Sydney
rebroadcast through Daventry, on an
ordinaryO-V-2set,and after the B.B.C.
stopped relaying same, I thought I
would sce what could be done in the
way of D X with the Radiano short-
wave set, and was, to put it mildly,
highly delighted to be able to tune in
2F C broadcasting various items.
Signal strength was weak and troubled
with atmospherics, but sufliciently
clear for me to get their call sign,
especially the three coo-ces. ;

Is this a record for the Radiano
short-wave set, detector valve alone ?
I might mention I was especially
interested in getting Sydney (although
an old hand at radio, having been
experimenting since 1921-22) as I
was born and brought up in Brishane,
Queensland, but have been resident
in England since the latter part of
1919.

Yours faithfully,

C. 8. R. A
Liverpool.
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THE Mudbury Wallow Wireless
Club was holding one of its
weekly meetings when our
eminent president, Sir K. N. Pepper,
rose to his feet and, puffing out what
probably was his chest before it
slipped, began in slow and pompous
yllables :
‘‘ Speaking as an Ass
* Here, here ! ” 1 yelled.
“——ociate of the Science Society
(he froze me with a glare), it has

This picture has nothing to do with this
month’s story, but it illustrates an
wnfortunate Christmmas incident whieh
occurred to poor Primpleson and Sir
K. N. Pepper. You will see exactly
how the thing happened and—

occurred to me that there is not in the
Mudbury Wallow Wireless Club suffi-
cient opportunity for ventilation i

“Bravo!” I cried, making a dash
for the window.

“_of opinions (I got another
glare) by members. At the Science
Society weekly discussions are held
which are most valuable to all con-
cerned. 1 propose that in future
similar informal discussions should
take place at this club. We might
assign topics to various members,
They can give us their views upon
them, and when they have finished

il

An Interrupter Silenced

“ Show ’em what goats they were,”
T suggested brightly. *“ I see just what
you mean. Professor Goop, let us say,
gives a bright little talk proving that
transformers transform.”

_““They do not,” said Professor Goop.

“ Of course they do ! ” cried Tootle.

“ Nothing of the kind,” screamed
Professor Goop, bending down to
remove an elastic-sided boot.

** I’ve never heard such nonsense,”
blustered Tootle.

In Lighter Vein

%‘( VI_RELES’QWAYFAQER. ‘

Whack came the boot on the top
of his head, and that was the end of
that discussion.

“1 think,” I remarked, *“ that my
demonstration has proved what an
excellent idea our chairman’s is.
Let us by all means carry on the good
work. I propose, however, that we
make a rule, just as a precaution, that
all knuckle-dusters, life-preservers,
shillelaghs, lengths of gas piping, and
so on, are left in the cloakroom by

members as they enter the meeting.”

Tootle proposed as an amendment
that elastic-sided boots should also be
left in the cloakroom, but-did not go on
with the matter when he observed the
professor once more bending down.

“ The next thing,” said Sir K. N.
Pepper, “is to choose a list of suit-
able subjects for coming weeks, and
to assign these to members.”

I put up my hand and flipped my
fingers.

Snai)py Titles

“ Please, sir,” 1 cried.

“Well, what s it?”
K. N. irritably.

““ There 18 one rather bad snag. Mr.
Hercy Parris seems to have cut the
ground from under our feet by having
chosen already all the snappiest and
most likely titles. You may remember
that he wrote but recently, ‘At
Home With the Ohm,” or was it,
¢ Ohm, Sweet Ohm ’ ? 1 really forget.
Do you think that he would consider
it an infringement of his rights if
we adopted such subjects as Hampered
by the Ampere, Revolted by the Volt,
Hdlf a Mo with the Mho, What is a
Watt? or My Crow Over the Micro-
Sfarad, or Mocking the Mic.? ”

After a long discussion 1t was
decided that these should be adopted
and copyrighted by the club. In
order, however, that Mr. Parris’s
style should not be cramped by any
such action of ours we have presented
him with a further list for his own use,
which includes, Fooling the Joule,
Wken Coulombs Cool Off, Harrying the
Henry, and A Lectur’ On Electrons.

Sir K. N. Pepper said that the best
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plan would be to write the selected
titles on slips of paper, subsequently
placing them in a hat and asking
members to draw them out. The slips
were shaken up in his own shiny
topper and passed round. All went
well till the tile rested on the table
in front of Professor Goop. Awakening
from the reverie in which he had been
plunged, the professor sat for some
moments gazing at it in wonder-
ment, when a smile slowly spread over
his face.

Prof. Goop Forgets

From his pocket he produced an
egg, which he broke into the hat;
announcing that he would now per-
form his well-known trick of making
an omelet. Or, if the company pre-
ferred it, he would produce goldfish
or rabbits or ribbons or flags. Whilst
thus speaking, he had emptied upon
the egg the.contents of the large ink-
well which stood before him upon the
table, and was stirring the mixture
with Miss Worple’s lorgnette.

Sir K. N. Pepper, meantime, was
battling for words. Thére seemed to
be so much that he wanted to say
that he could not say anything at
all. Atlast he found his voice *“ What
the blanky blank blue blazes do you
think youn are doing with my hat ? ”
he yelled.

—here you see the innocent Primpleson

receiving the full measure of Sir K. N.’s

wrath with the cause of .all the trouble
disappearing round the corner.

Professor Goop, who was by this
time busily stirring in the contents
of a flower vase, looked up from his
task.

“Have no fear,” he remarked
genially, *“ your hat will be returned
to you every bit as good as new when
I have completed this interesting
little experiment.”
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Lighter Vein—continued

The professor continued to stir.
The smile slowly left his face. He
fumbled in his pockets, scattering
upon the table a weird collection of
B.A. screws, fixed condensers, grid
leaks, odds and ends of wire, old

envelopes, a mouse-trap, and other.

bri¢-a-brac.

“ Where is my notebook ?”’ he_

breathed. “1I have forgotten what
comes next.” Suddenly his face
lit up, showing that an inspiration
had come. He bent down again.
Tootle shuddered and drew away.
IFrom the boot which had not been
removed the professor drew a note-
book.

=% /////.’/_,.'

Professor Goop passed me in a great

kurry the'other day and I presismed that

he was hurrying to an appointment with
someone, but—

Flicking over the pages he came
to a section which I saw was headed
*“ Conjuring Tricks.” This he perused
with a wrinkled forehead. * Tut,
tut,” he said at length, *“ how foolish
of me. I am afraid I've begun all
wrong. Now, if somebody else will
kindly lend me another hat I will
show you how it’s done.”

“Yes, but how about mine ?”’
bellowed Sir K. N. Pepper.

Professor Goop rose and advanced
towards him beaming amiably and
bearing the topper between his hands.-

*“Of all the infernal scoundrels!”
roared Sir K. N. “ Of all the——1!"’

He got no further, for the pro-
fessor very neatly placed the hat upon
his head, and with one sound whack
apon the crown rammed it firmly
down to his chin.

The First Discussion
“ My latest invention,” said the
professor, wreathed in smiles. ““ The
Goop Silencer for Obstreperous Chair-
men.”
Sir K. N. having vacated the chair,

I voted myself into it by the simple.

process of getting there first. There
were no other candidates for the
chairmanship, possibly because I had
picked up the poker on my way and
sat toying with it as I gazed upon the
assembly,  “Let us begin right

N\

away,” 1 said, * with one of these
informal discussions. As nobody else
seems to wish to start a topic—”
"several members leaped to their feet
and sat down again hastily as I
-brought the poker down upon the
table with a whack—"“ I myself will
be responsible for leading oft with the
first little talk, and when I have
finished the discussion will begin, and
if any member then does not jolly well
discuss I will give him a practical
demonstration of the way in which
Chicago’s tough babies carry out their
dirty work at the cross-roads. I am
taking as my subject Revolted by the
Volt.”

Elementary Knowledge

Everyone, I proceeded to tell them,
knew what a volt was. It was
discovered by Volta, the inventor of
the first layer-built battery, just as
Columbus discovered the coulomb.
Such was his devotion to the study
of volts that in later life he developed
the wolte face, which is a far worse
affliction than the bridge face or the
cycling face, or the motoring face, or
the' dog-racing face.
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“To find the volt’s pushing current
through any circuit all that is
necessary is to divide thingmejigs by
whatyoumaycall’ems, or else you
multiply them, I really forget which.
It 1s no use remembering because you
can always turn it up in a book. As
every broadcast listencr knows the
service area of a broadcasting station
depends upon the micro-volts per
metre.”

If anybody present wanted to know
what that meant, I remarked, he
could jolly well go and ask Captain
Chuckersley, because if he thought of
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agking me he had better remember
first that I never miss my man with
a poker. In the wireless set, I ex-
plained, we are concerned mainly
with volts, milli-volts, and wobbly
volts. The latter are provided by the
high-tension battery, and produce the
phenomena known as atmospherics,
fading, deadness of the ether, and
short-waver’s deafness.

Goop’s Law

It was altogether a brilliant dis-
quisition, and I covered the ground
so thoroughly that when I came to
an end nobody seemed to have any-
thing to say. After a short spell of
silence, however, Primpleson rose
to his feet and asked how one could
measure the voltages set up across the
grid-tuning condenser of the recti-
fying valve. I was just thinking of
putting in some rather pretty work
with the poker when Professor Goop
stepped in to pour trouble upon oiled
waters.

“ It would appear,” he said wither-
ingly, ‘that you are ignorant of
Goop’s Law.”

Primpleson and the rest assumed
what they imagined to be a look of
intelligent interest.

“ Goop’s Law,” said the professor,
“ shows us that the answer to this or
any similar fatuous question is readily
obtained by working out the product
of self-inductance, voltage, mutual

f? I

—later on I caught him up and this is
what I saw.

s

.inductance, ohms and number. If

you will take scraps of paper and
pencils I will give you the algebraical
proof.”” Everyone took the required
implements and strove to look bright.
“My formula,” said the professor,
“is this: L, the self-inductance, is
multiplied by E, the voltage, and the
product is multiplied by M, the
mutual inductance. This is multi-
plied by O, the ohms, and again by
N, the number. If you will kindly
write down the result you will find
that it comes to LEMON.”

Hastily switching off the lights and
diving under the table I declared the
meeting at an end.
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A Short Wave

The description of an intermediate amplifier and

second detector which, with the unit previously

deseribed, comprises a complete and efficient super-
heterodyne receiver.

Superhet Adaptor

By L. H. THOMAS.

:I[N the November issue a simple
short-wave oscillator was des-

cribed, its uses being various—
it could be placed in front of a re-
ceiver employing H.F. stages, thereby
enabling the user to receive -the
short wave-lengths on the super-
sonic principle, or it could be used in
front of an ordinary L.F. amplifier,
or even by itself, telephones being
connected at a suitable point. The
unit described this month consists
of three stages of * intermediate-
frequency ” amplification and a

second detector, which may be used.

in conjunction with the previous
unit to form a complete short-wave
super-heterodyne.

As the photographs and wiring
diagram show, this unit is even more
simple than the oscillator, and the
entire construction of it only took the
writer about two hours. Consider-
ing that four valves are used, this is
really quite quick work !

Fig. 2 shows the theoretical cir-
cuit diagram. The first three stages
of amplification are all exactly alike,

COMPONENTS REQUIRED.

: 4 Anti-mierophonic valve holders :
(Lotus, Benjamin, W.B., ete.)..
: 3 Remler type 600 ILF. transformers :
: (Rothermel). g

1 Remler type 610 tuned-stage trans- :
¢ former (Rothermel).
i 10001 fixed condenser (Atlas, :
c Dubilier, Lissen, Mullard, T.C.C., :
3 ete.).
: 1 +0003 fixed condenser with 3-megohm :
i leak { Atlas, Dubilier, Igranie, Lissen, :
Mullard, ete.).
Rheostat, basebocard mounting, of :
resistanece to suit valve (Lissen, :
: Igranic, Bowyer-Lowe, G.E.C,, ete.). :
: 1 Potentiometer (C.E. Precision, Lis- :
: sen, Peto-Scott, etc.) g
: 1 Three-terminal strip.
: 1 Two-terminal strip.

Baseboard about 168 in. X 8 in. X

-

% in. .
Wood-screws and tinned copper wire, :

Tue WireLess CONSTRUCTOR

the same value of H.T. being used
throughout, and control of oscilla-
tion being arranged by means of a
potentiometer. The output trans-
former for the last stage is different
from the others, and a small con-
denser is placed across its secondary
winding. This practice of placing the
filter at the end near the second
detector is often queried, and there
seems very little to choose between
this position and that in the first
stage.

A Geometrical Layout

The layout is not exactly sym-
metrical, but might well be termed
“ geometrical,” and the majority of
the leads are no more than 3 inches in
length. It was not thought worth
while to build the set up on a large
panel and baseboard: on account of
1ts essentially simple character, and
the cost is therefore kept down.
Only five terminals are neecded, two

WIRING O/AGRANMN.
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A Short Wave “Superhet”’ Adaptor—continuea’

. accommodating the telephones, one
the positive H.T. and the other two
the L.T

No separate H.T.— terminal has
been provided, as this might lead to
complications when the set is con-
nected up with another unit already
having this connection made. If,
however, it is used with the unit
previously deseribed (which has no
H.T.— terminal) the negative H.T.
lead should be connected to the

tiometer, as are the grids of the am-
plifiers.

Regarding the method of coupling
this unit to the short-wave oscillator
already described, this is made clear in
the diagrams, but a few words are
probably desirable.

Connecting Up
The primary winding of the first
filter,is left with no connections at all
on this unit. It is connected to the

- than

TO TERM/INAL
MARKED 4

9z SET

£re. 2.

wi24

L.T.— terminal on the ‘super-het.”
unit.

The second "detector is provided
with a grid condenser of ‘0003 mfd.
and a leak of 3 megohms. The value
of the leak did not seem to be at all
critical on test, but if anything the
3-megohm leak was preferable to
one having a lower resistance.

The condenser across the secondary
of the filter, or, as the manufac-
turers term it, “ tuned stage ” trans-
former, has a. value of 0001 mfd.
The manufacturers recommend a
‘00025 condenser in this position,
but better selectivity, as far as short-
wave work is concerned, was ob-
tained by the writer with a -0001
condenser in use.

- The Grid {Return

Only one rheostat has been pro-
vided, since individual filament con-
trol is not usually necessary with
modern valves, especially in an ampli-
fier of this type.

There is really little more to be said
regarding the construction of the unit,
all the wiringbeing quite clear from the
photographs and diagram. A point
which should be watched is that the
grid return lead from the sccond
detector (i.e. the side of the last
transformer secondary remote from
the grid) should be connected to -
L.T. positive and not to the poten-

oscillator” by the “ parallel feed ”
method: simply by taking one side to
the terminal marked “ To A of set”
and the other side of the winding to
LT.—. The H.T. is still applied
to the oscillator through the H.F.
choke, simply by leaving it con-
nected to the terminal provided.

If this supersonic wunit is to be
used in conjunction with a single-
valve receiver already constructed
(and there is, of course, no objection
to this), the two blank terminals of
the first transformer are simply con-
nected to the telephone terminals of
the receiver. All the tuning and
searching is still done on the original
receiver and the supersonic unit
requires hardly any more operation

would an ordinary note-
magnifier following the receiver.

The principle of operation is, ‘of
course, that the ordinary short-wave
oscillator or short-wave single-valve
receiver produces a heterodyne beat
with the incoming signal, and this
beat (at a frequency above the
audible range) is amplified in the
highly selective § *“ intermediate-fre-
quency ”’ stages ‘and detected again
by the second detector. No note-
magnification after this should be
necessary, as short-wave signals are
usually reasonably powerful in the
first place, and the signals put out
by the second detector are nearly
always of sufficient volume to operate
a loud speakrs.

Telephony or C.W.

It is, of course, impossible or im-
practicable to use so simple an
oscillator for a supersonic receiver
on the broadcast band, since the
amount of de-tuning necessary to
produce a beat note of the required
frequency with the incoming signal
would be enormous, and would
render the set very inefficient. The
relative amount of de-tuning on the
short waves, below, say, 100 metres,
18, however, so slight as to be almost
negligible, and nothing is to be gained
by using a separate oscillator o1
Tropadyne.

When telephony is to be received
the grids of the I.F. amplifiers are
given a slightly positive bias by
means of the potentiometer to prevent
them from oscillating, but when
C.W. signals are to be tuned in it is,
of course, necessary to make the
amplifier oscillate. It is understood,
naturally, that the short-wave oscilla-
tor is oscillating all the time.

There is no reaction control on

The lay out of the components is, as will be seen, quite straightforward,
* Note the small terminals and control panels.
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A Short Wave “Superhet” Adaptor—continued

this, and one control is, therefore,
dispensed with. The whole thing is,
in fact, a ““ one-knob "’ set. The only
reason for the provision of the re-
action condenser on- the short-wave
oscillator is that it is necessary to
have recourse to an easy means of
stopping the audible howl which
occurs when the short-wave set
oscillates. very fiercely, and the
capacity control of reaction is prob-
ably the most straightforward
method.

The wiring is very simple,
and the arrangement of
components considerably
facilitates this portion of
the work.

Once the amplifier is operating
properly, * short-wave reception ”
consists simply of searching round
the dial of the main condenser, with
the amplifier oscillating, and when a
telephony station is heard one simply
turns the potentiometer knob until
the amplifier stops oscillating !

Surprising Strength

The rcception of telephony is
rather surprising, for a telephony
station tuned in with the set in an
oscillating condition may seem to
be about R.5, and when the amplifier
stops oscillating the speech or music
seems” to take a sudden leap to the
heights of R.8 or so! Similarly,
quite weak C.W. stations may easily
be read by their “key-clicks,” by
suitable use of the potentiometer.

With regard to the results obtained
with the combination of the pre-
viously described unit and this
“ supersonic unit,” stations all over
the world using C.W. have been
logged within a week or so, all at
strengths above R.5! Telephony has
been received several times from
Australia, including the broadcast on
about 29 metres, which was put on

the loud speaker, when a note-magni-
fier was added, and was almost -up
to loud-speaker strength without it !

Simple Tuning

The set has been used in con-
junction with a 10-watt transmitter,
and very strong signals were re-
ceived one morning from 8 W G, the
Second Grenfell Station in North-
west Labrador, who informed the
writer that he was using an input of
7 watts only from an M-L converter.

"The writer was, by the way, using

an equal power from the same source !

The * super-het.”” is invaluable for

“ certainty,” and if there arc any

signals to be heard it will get them.

Tuning is, moreover, go absurdly
simple that one cannot lose a station
onee it has been picked up. One can
listen to the weakest telephony and
fiddle with the leads inside the re-
ceiver or at the back without causing
a severe fading effect.

The writer would be glad to hear
from any who construet these two
units, particularly with regard to
results obtained, but would also
willingly give any help in cases of

difficulty. Although the whole set
may seem of a somewhat complicated
nature its construction and operation
are really of the simplest character,
and any little trouble spent on it
will be amply repaid.

g@@@@@@@@@@@@%@@@@%
% WORKING MOULDED %
EBONITE %
FIRPLOLVLAPESTIRHRPD

MOULDED ebonite is tricky stuff to
A work at the best of times, and
when it comes to drilling it, it

is particularly apt to be troublesome.
Sharp drills are essential for mould-
ings, and you must use the very least
pressure possible. When_you need to
make a hole through a thin moulded
flange or through one of the ribs of a
ribbed coil former, you will find it
safest to make a preliminary - hole
without a drill. Take a fairly stout
needle (it need not be sharp), heat it
red hot and push it through the
ebonite, holding it in a pair of pliers.

For Small Holes

You will need to draw out the needle
and heat it again several times before
the hole is complete. This makes a
convenient hole for threading a fine
wire through, for example. If you
want a larger hole, start with the
needle and then enlarge the hole
slowly by gradually increasing the
size of your drill.

Finally, if you are screwing a
moulded component to the baseboard
of your receiver,- avoid giving that
extra half turn at the end with the
screwdriver which will erack the lug
off the component. Moulded ebonite
sometimes behaves like porcelain,
splitting if the least’ bit too much
pressure is put on a weak point.

A.V.D. H.

SHD

Here is the complete instrunient with valves in position, all ready to be
connected to the previously deseribed unitl.
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ANeutralisedma 2
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HARRY . P.“WOOTTON

An amplifier which can be added to a number of
rceeivers and whiel is especially suited for thoese
in tohich Reinartz reaclion is employed.

THE unit” about to be described
was made by the writer for

use 1in con]unctlon with a
number of sets—principally with those
which use Reinartz reaction with the

has been used, a further lead from the
terminal marked ¢ reaction’’ can be
taken to socket No. 6, which enables
the reaction condenser in the set
to be used as formerly.
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standard six-pin coils, although it is
adaptable to a number of other
circuits. It consists, as will be seen
from Fig. 1 (the theoretical diagram),
of a tapped aerial coil, tuned by a
-0005-mfd. variable condenser. This
feeds the high-frequency valve, in
the anode circuit of which is the split-
primary of a transformer coupled to a
secondary winding similar in propor-
tions to the tapped aerial coil.

The Circuit Employed

Neutralisation is eflected in the
standard split-primary way by means
of a smoll neutralising condenser
connected to one half of the primary
winding and to the grid of the high-
frequency valve. The-tuning conden-
ser for the secondary of the high-
frequency transformer is not included
in the unit. It is intended that the
six-pin coil on the set with which the
unit is to be used shall be withdrawn,
and leads from the unit (marked grid
and filament), terminating in plugs,
taken to the six-pin base of the set.

In this way the tuning condenser
on the set tunes the secondary of the
high-frequency transformer in the
high-frequency unit and, if as is so
frequently the case, a Reinartz coil

As all the essentials of the high-
frequency unit are included in this
box, many other adaptations will
suggest themselves to the more

experienced home constructor. In the
future, it is hoped, the Editor will
allow the wnter to describe a second
unit to go with the present one,
making a “detector and reaction unit.
This will be useful for those who want
a small set of unit design. Following
this, of course, any standard note-
magnifier can be used, either with or
without jack control.

Many Applications

The circuit, then, is quite conven-
tional and well tried out, but the
make-up is somewhat different from
the usual, and the arrangement of a
transformer to utilise the first con-
denser of the existing set is, the writer
thinks, quite novel. It is surprising
how many applications can be found
for this unit, quite apart from general

A rear view of the H.F. unit with valve and coils in posit‘iou.
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A Neutralised H.F, Unit—continued

experimental work, which it suits,
admirably.

In order that the unjt may be
reasonably compact without giving
harmful interaction between coils,
and in any case to reduce unwanted
magnetic interaction, special small
coils have been chosen and mounted
in a manner which causes very little
interaction between them.  These
coils are made by the Formo Company,
and while mechanically different from
the ordinary six-pin coils, have six
connections and a special six-pin base
which enable them to be used in any
of the standard circuits in which the
standard six-pin coils are used.

Efficient and Convenient

electrically and even more easily
interchangeable than the standard
six-pin coils.

Standard Coils Possible

The list of components, then, is as_
under. 3
As this unit is not intended for the

absolute beginner, very little explana- |

tion is required regarding the con-
structional work. The layout shown
must, of course, be followed, particu-
larly in regard to the relationship of
the two coils. While there is nothing
in the circuit preventing the use of
the ordinary six-pin coil on a standard
six-pin base in this unit, and although
possibly the spacing would be suffi-
cient to prevent unwanted reaction

These coils are very efficient | effects between the two coils, the
WIRING DIAGRAN N -
7 o v 2
(L O N . O P D

REACTION

FlL. -

writer has not actually tried the lay-
out as shown with the standard six-pin
coils. The experimenter who has these
coils-handy may like to try them out,
however. There will only be a slight

-
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T
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Y38 PANEL LAYOUT.

difference in the wiring-up as the
same numbers are used on both the
Formo bhase and the standard base.

Connecting Up

The method of wusing the high-
frequency unit is simplicity itself.
It is stood alongside any receiver using
a six-pin Reinartz coil, aerial and

COMPONENTS REQUIRED.

‘1 Panel, 10 in. x 7 in., of any-suitable
material. For appearance one of
the many excellent- mahogany
finished ebonites can be used, such
as Ebonart, Radion, Becol, etc., or
brown Paxolin or Micarta panel.
Cabinet to take same with 7 in.
baseboard.

Termlnal strip as , illustrated, to
carry eight terminals, for aerial,
earth, L.T.—, L.T.4, B.T.4+ (no

H.T. negative Is used here), ** grid,””
*“ filament > and *‘reaction *’ re-

spectively.

Anti-phonic socket (Bowyer-Lowe,

Benjamin, Lotus, Redfern, W.B.,

etc.).

Filament resistance to suit valve
used for = basehoard mounting

(Igranie, Lissen, ete.).

Neutralising condenser (Gambrell,

Polar, Jackson, McMichael, Peto-

- Scott, ete.).

Aerial coil with special six-pin
hase (Formo).

Split-primary  transformer
special six-pin base (Formo).
*0005-mfd. Variable condenser.

Any.of the good makes can be

chosen, but owing to sharpness of

tuning they should be fitted either
with a vernier arrangement or with

a good vernier dial. The condenser

used in this set is the new Dubilier

which has a particularly slow
vernfer movement.

1 On-and-off switch(Benjamin, Igranie,
L. & P., Lissen, ete.).

Junit self-soldering wire  has been
used for joining up, This makes the _
soldered joints particularly easy.
Any suitable alternative wire can,
of course, be used.

-
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A Neutralised H.F. Unit—continued

earth being disconnected from the
receiver. The coil is also taken out of
its base and connections from grid,
filament and reaction on the high-
frequency unit are taken to the sockets
Nos. 3, 4, and 6 respectively on the

base of the receiver. Aerial and earth
are connected to the. high-frequency
unit, and the L.T. battery joined up.

You will notice there is no H.T.
negative on the unit, as this connec-
tion is already made on the receiver
with which it is to be used. H.T.
positive on the high-frequency unit
goes to a suitable tapping on the
H.T. battery, say, 60 or 80 volts.
Neutralisation is carried out in the
usual way as follows :

Neutra'isation

Set the reaction control at minimum
and likewise the neutralising conden-
ser. Now. on setting the tuning con-
densers so that the two tuned circuits
are in step with eaéh other, it will
probably be found that the set is
oscillating. To test for oscillation
touch one or other of the sets of
plates of the tuning condensers.
You will probably find that the set
will ‘6nly oscillate under the above
conditions when the two circuits are
in tune with each other, and this can
be used as an indication. It is conve-
nient to perform the operation
at some point near the middle of
the tuning range. Now, increase
the capacity of the neutralising
condenser. ‘

Test at intervals for oscillation
as this is done, and you will presently

AP
'L
.

F 8
The simple layo

find that the set has ceased to oscillate.
and will not recommence even when
the tuning dials are slightly re-
adjusted. Now increase the reaction
a little until the set once more
oscillates, and again increase the
neutralising condenser setting until
oscillation ceases. Slightly readjust
the tuning condensers again to make
sure that the set is completely stable
once more. Proceed in this way until
it 1s found that the correct adjustment
of the neutrodyne condenser has been
over-shot. Once this point has been
passed it will be observed that
further increases of the neutrodyne
condenser no longer stop oscillation
but canse it to increase.

The object is to find such an adjust-
ment of the neutralising condenser
as will permit the greatest setting of
the reaction condenser to be used
without producing oscillation. Tt will
then be observed that when the two
tuned circuits are in step and the se
is bronght to the verge of oscillation,
a slight movement in either direction
of the neutrodyne condenser will
cause the receiver to oscillate.

Further notes on this unit used in
conjunction with a receiver will be
given in an early issue.

and ease of wiring are clearly shown in this bird’s-eye tiew of .

the amplijier.
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A llomc muade Cone Loud. Speal er—* Four-Vdlve " Family . Again—
Radiane in Australia. @‘
i 5&@@@;@@@@@@@@5@@5@5@@5@@@@@5@%
A Hotemade Gone Loud fo]]owed very closely those men-
Speaker ‘ tioned by you in your article, and I

Sir.—As T had a Lissenola Unit, I
was .attracted by. your loud speaker
described in September - \WIRELESS
CoxNsSTRUCTOR, and set out to make it.

I therefore hasten to thank you -
for the article, as the result of follow;
ing the description has given me a
splendld loud speaker, perfect in its.
reception from a two-valve Ha]e_gir;-
cuit (low-frequency) using

valves 210 and 220 P.

I did not put any back to the case,
but fitted a brass tag at the back -
and hung the case against the wall
above the set.

With many thanks of appreciation
from a

“ REGULAR SUBSCRIBER.”

Tiford.

“Four-Valve Family” Again
Sir,—I am-sending -herewith two
photographs of my set taken by
flashlight. You will no doubt recog-
nise it as your famous ‘ Four-Valve
Family ” receiver, and declared the

finest they have heard by all who have
heard it, and I have worked it at two |

of - oiir Church bazaars on an indoor
aenal “and on no occasron has it let
me down i7

I constructed the set from your
first R.P. envelope, and have since
added the many refinements you will
notice.” e

I made all the nlterattons shown
before your article appeared and I
was very pleased to ﬁnd tlmt “they

The * Four-Valve Family” set réferred
to above.

COSSor' l

have no hesitation in saying that I
have still to héar a better receiver,
and I have heard many since I was
‘ibltten by the germ of our huge fellow-
\shrp, ‘which was in the far-off days of
éxperimental lncences

' .Trusting this commumcatlon with
the p]rotographs will prove of mterest

20 remmn gy A
. v’.-f Xours'slncerclv i
J.B.

=l

1 Lanca slnre X
- NE

An Australian Readers
Experiences
Sir,—A point I would like to raise
in connection with the Radiano
short-wave receiver (June, 1927) is
the size of the tuning condenser. I
have been experimenting with short-
wave receivers, using this ecircuit

- (throttle regeneration . control), for

some time, and have found that a
condenser of ‘00025 mfd. makes the
tuning very difficult below 75 metres.

b
P

‘;l viewe of the in-

tevior of ““J.B.'s "

set, showing the
alterations.

P
P

January, 1928

length being proportional to the root
of the capacity), an 11-turn grid coil
was found to tune from 30 to 52
metres. This-made PCJ J on 302
metres appear in the first five divisions
of a 100-division scale, which was not
desirable. So I reduced it to 10 turns
and this gave a minimum of 27

-metres and' a maximum of about

46 metres, and this’ proved ideal.
PCJJ appeared at about 25 divisions
and 2X A F (WG Y) at 32. Austra-
lian amateurs between 30 -and 35
metres spread from 20 to 50_on the
dial, and U.S.A: amateurs on 375 to
42'5 were found from 60 to 85 on the

- “dial. v

Of course, a greater number of coils

- are required to cover the whole waye-

band from 15 to 120 metres, but the
ease of tuning amply repays” the
inconvenience of often changing. qonls
P CJJ isaudible here any"Wednes:
day or Friday morning at good
’phone strength, and is pleasantly
audible in the next room when an
extra stage of amplification is added
and a speaker plugged in. Eindhoven
is 10,600 miles from Adelaide !
Hoping this may lead somebody fo
experience the delight of easy short-
wave -tuning, and-wishing the Wree-
LESS CONSTRUCTOR every success.
Yours, etc.,

S. Australia. J.W.C.

educmrr this condenser to seven
plates, hm'mfr a maximum capaext)
now of OOOlo mfd., made the tuning
down to 30 metres fzur]v pleasant so
long as a 15-1 \ermer dial was used.

Desiring even ~ casier tuning I
further reduced the tuning condenser
to three plates (two moving, one
fixed), now having a’ maximum of
about 000065 mfd ., and used a 12-1
vernier dial. ~ Tuning is now con-
siderably easier and 1t still covers the
desired wave-band.

Allowing 20 m/mfd. for the caplcity .

of the Wrrmg, condcrnser at mlmmum ]

valve, and éoil, and 65 m/nnM as

mﬂxrmum with condcnser all ‘m, the

eapacity ratio is “about " 3~1, -and

wave-length ratio about 1-7-1 (wave-
204

A Radiano Success
Siz,—I would like to join the

“ranks”’ of the many others who
Lave written to you to thank you
for the excellent Radiano system.
I have had splendid results from the
three-valve set, and hope you pro-
pose putting forward further sets
made under the same system.
Thanking yon in anticipation.
Yours truly,
AW,
Co. Wicklow,
Ireland.

|

‘Don’t forget that the next issue

of the ¢ Wireless Constructor ”
is a Special Gift Number,

T

I
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A specially designed generar~
puipose, “’phones or
speaker ' set, capable  of
good lvecal and D.X, reception.

— 0]

THERE are many wireless enthu-
stasts who, for various reasons
of which the question of ex-
pense is very often one of the most
important, decide that a two-valve
set is just what is required. Being
really keen on wireless, they not on]y
desire to get. one or two stations oh the
loud speaker for entertainment, but
also want to be able to do some
“D.X.” work. They hope that when
the -set is. completed they will be
able to_tune in quite a number of
continerital stations as well ag British,
and:;pérhaps occasionally to be able

to put some of the more powerful -

contmental the loud

stations on
speaL er.

Selective Arrangement

The. set ‘to be described in this
article has been especially designed
‘to meet the needs of thosc who come
under the above category. The sct
is a two-valver consisting of a detec-
tor and transformer-coupled low-fre-
quency valve, and is sufficiently selec-
tive to allow other stations than the
local to be heard while the latter is
working, and without the uze of a
wave-trap.

The degrec of selectivity has not
been carried too far, however, as,
without any high-frequency amplifi-
cation this would be inclined to pro-
duce a marked drop in signal strength.
By a special arrangement it is po‘:sxblc
to use the telephones after the first
valve, while the loud speaker is Leing
worked off  both.

Not only is this an advantage when
t‘mmg n WeaL stations on the loud
speaker but anyone.who is somewhat
deaf and therefore cannot follow the

programme properly without tele-
phones, can do so without inconveni-
encing others.

The set is built in the usual base-
board style with upright panel, the
latter being 12 in. by 8 in, from
which it will be gathered that the set
is fairly compact. All terminals, in-
cluding the aerial, earth, and those for
the loud speaker, are arranged on ter-

minal strips at thé back of the set.

& o

The bascbour®l lagout is so mranged that the toie mg is. mmlc as ‘dir cct uml simplc us
possible.

203

a‘pea

This makes it possible to keep the
set neat-looking cven while connected
up, since no wires need be seen from
the front. .

The panel layout has been kept
very simple, the two condenser knobs,
one for tuning and one for react-on,
are at the top Below these, in the
centre, is a’ potentiometer, the use of
which is described later. To the right
of the potentiometer is the on-and-off

I
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One or Two ?—continued

switch, and to the left the jack for
the telephone plug.

A special type of home-wound goil,
which has certain advantages over
commercial ones, is employed for the
aerial tuning circuit. This is mounted
on an ordinary plug-in coil mount,
and thus makes it possible to use an
ordinary plug-in coil if desired.

Plain dials have been used for the
condensers, since slow-motion control
* was not found to be really necessary.
However, if desired, geared dials may
he fitted as a refinement, and one is
.more likely to be found of benefit on
the tuning condenser than on the
reaction condenser.

Special Points

In order to avoid having too many
external wires the ' grid-bias battery
has been arranged inside the cabinet,

and may be seen to the left of one of -

the back-of-pancl photographs. With
the size panel employed, and with a
#-in.-thick baseboard, panel brackets
were not considered to be necessary,
and therefore are not employed.

The theoretical circuit is shown in
one of the diagrams, and there are
several points worth particular men-
Aion. There is an aperiodic aerial
circuit which is closely coupled to the

Ease of luning and reaclion control are made possible by the pancl layout shown
above.

tuned secondary, or grid coil. Al-
though this -aerial circuit is joined
to one end of the sccondary, and is
wound as one coil with the latter, it
differs from the usual.auto-coupled

arrangement in that the turns nsed .

for the aerial coil are not common to
the secondary.

In auto-coupled circuits, when a
reaction coil is coupled to the aerial

usual to connect the grid-leak return
to the positive filament leg of the de-
tector valve, it is sometimes found that
with modern valves a much smoother

W ALERIAL
%&4 cr/on

2M£c

HEC.

+ V>
+V,

[
’ ?
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X
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THEORETICAL CIRCU/T.
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coil, although the fed-back impulses
are in the right direction in the
‘secondary coil, -they more or less
oppose those in the aerial turns, thus
a small loss of signal strength is ex- -
perienced.  Ordinary centre-tapped
or “X” coils may be satisfactorily used
in’ this set, but a slight, though de-
finite; advantage is obtained with the
special coil described.

It will be seen that the potentio-
metér slider is connected to the carth
side of the grid coil and condenser, so
that it is possible by adjustment of

its position to alter the potential on
the_ detector valve. Although it is
205

control of reaction may be obtained
with the grid slightly negative.

: COMPONENTS REQUIRED.
: ‘Ebonite panel 12 in. X. 8'in.- X { in.
H (Radion). (Any good material.)
Cabinet -with 8 in. deep baseboard for
above (Camco). (Arteraft, Bond,
Caxton, Pickett, Raymond, etc.)
2 -0005 Variable condensers (Cyldon).
. (Any good make.)
Potentiometer (Preeision).
other good make.)
¢ On-and-off *’ switch (Igranie). (Ben-
jamin, Bowyer-Lowe, L. & P,

i .Lissen, Lotus, ete.) _

: Single-circuit open jack (Lotus).
(Ashley, Bowyer-Lowe, Igranie, ete.)

Telephone plug for same (Lotus). (See
above.)

2 Anti-vibration valve holders. (Ash- :
ley, Benjamin, Bowyer-Lowe, :
B.T.H., Burndept, Burne-Jones, :
Igranic, Lotus, Precision, W.B., ete.)

2 Single-coil mounts

High-frequency choke (Colvern). (Bow-
(yer-Lowe, Lissen, Ormonde, etc.)

2-mfd. Fixed condenser. {Clarke, Dubi-
lier, Efesca, Ferranti, G.E.C., Lissen,
Mullard, T.C.C., ete.)

+0003 Fixed condenser and grid-leak
clips or separate grid-leak holder.
(See above.)

‘0001 Fixed condenser. (See above.)

*001 Fixed condenser. (See above.)

Low-frequency transformer (R.I.-Var-

(Lissen, or

ley general-purpose). (Any good
make.)
9-volt Grid-bias battery. (Lissen.)

2 Wander plugs for above.
2 Terminal strips (7 in. X 1} in. and
2 in. X 1} in.) and 9 terminals.
Small quantity of 24 D.C.C. wire and
28 D.C.C. wire. E
1 Plug for ardinary plug-in coil £
(Lissen), g
Quantity 16-gauge tinned copper wire.
Actual components used are mentioned
separately. A few other suitable :
makes follow in most eases.

e T P T P TR PRTT TPV T T
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One or Two ?—continued

The advantage of the potentiometer

will immediately be appreciated when
it is realised that for satisfactory long-
distance reception, smooth reaction

Transformer coupling was chosen
_for the L.F. stage for two reasons.
Firstly, because it is desirable to get
the maximum amplification possible
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PANEL LAYOUT.

control is absolutely necessary. It is,
however, advisable to work with the
potential of the grid of the detector
valve as near to fully positive as
possible consistent with satisfactory
reaction control.

Most readers will- be familiar with
the usual arrangement of loud-speaker
output filter circuits, and will, there-
fore, recognise a similar arrangement
for the telephones. The primary of
the low-frequency transformer is nsed
as a low-frequency choke, and thus
enables the telephones to be inserted
into circuit while it is being used to
transfer potential variations to the
secondary. winding.

Inserting the 'Phones

There is no reason why the tele-
phones should not be inserted at any

desired time, since it is very difficult !
to tell from the loud-speaker repro- g

duction, even on the local station,

whether the ’phones are in eircuit *

or not.

The strength of sigrials in’the tele-
phones is just as loud as though they
were inserted direct into the plate
circuit of the detector valve. There-
fore, if it is desired to,use the set as
a one-valve receiver only, all one has
to do is to remove the second valve
and plug the telephones into circuit
in the usual manner.

207

The grid and reaclion coils ‘are kept tightly
control being carried out by means of the
The high-frequency choke is seen behind the

from the L.F. valve if satisfactory
loud-speaker reception is to be ob-
tained from two valves. Secondly,
because with only one stage any dis-
tortion which might be present due
to the L.F. transformer could hardly
be noticed in comparison with a resis-
tance-capacity-coupled stage.

Reaction Control

In another part of the article a
complete list of the components re-
quired to build this set will be found.
The actual makes of parts employed
do not matter so long as they
are reliable, and the parts are of
suitable types. It will be noticed
that two ‘0005 variable condensers,
instead of one -0005 and one smaller,
as usual,-are employed. This is be-
cause a special arrangement for
reaction control is employed, which
gives a very gradual build up, even on
weak and distant stations.

From the circuit diagram it will be
seen that with the variable reaction
condenser at zero, the high-frequency
currents from the plate of the detector
valve will pass through the reaction

coupled, reaction
variable condenser.
reaction coil.
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One or Two ?—continued

cod and back to the filament,. via the
‘0001 fixed condenser. As the capa-
city of the reaction condenser is
increased these currents will pass
stralght to filament through the reac-
tion condenser, and thus stop oscilla-
tion or reaction effects.

Easily Constructed

As sopn as all the required com-
ponents-are obtained the construction
work, which is quite straightforward,
may be commenced. First mark out
the panel in accordance with the
dimensions given in the drilling
diagram. This should be done on the

back with a sharp scriber. Centre-
punch all points to be drilled before
doing the actual drilling.

The terminal strips should have
holes 1 in. apart drilled in them, two
in the smaller strip and seven in the
larger. These holes should be an inch
from the bottom of the strip. Several
holes must be drilled for fixing to the
baseboard.

Now mount the components which
go on the panel and also the terminals
on the terminal strips. Before pro-
ceeding any farther it is as well to tin
all points to which wires are to be
soldered, not only on those already

REACTION CONDENSER
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mounted, but also on those which are
to be fixed to the baseboard. When
this is done, screw the panel and ter-
minal strips to the baseboard, and
mount the remaining components.
The disposition of the components on
the baseboard is clearly shown in the
wiring diagram, and this layout should
be followed as nearly as possible.
All that now remains to be done is
the wiring. The wiring diagram shows
all the connectlona whlch have to be

POINT-TO-POINT WIRING
INSTRUCTIONS.

Join carth terminal to pin of aerial coil
mount, moving vanes of tuning condenser,
slider of potentiometer and one side of
001 fixed condenser.

Join L.T.— to H.T.— and one filament
tag of both valve holders, also join to
remaining side of -001 fixed condenser, one
side of -0001 fixed condenser, moving

¢ vanes of reaction condenser, one end of
; potentiometer winding and contact 2 of

jack.

Join L.T.+ to one side of low-tension
switeh.

Join the other side of low-tension switch
to remaining filament tags of both valve
holders and remaining end of potentio-
meter winding.

Join contact 1 of jack to one side of
2-mifd. fixed condenser. Join other side of
2-mfd. fixed condenser to one side of high-
frequency choke and anode terminal of
transformer.

Join socket of aerial-coil mount to fixed
plates of tuning condenser and onc side of
-0003 condenser and grid leak.

Join other side of -0003 condenser and
grid leak to grid of V;.

Join plate of V; to fixed plates of reaction

condenser and socket oi reaction-coil
mount,
Join pin of reaction-coil mount to

remaining side of high-frequency choke
and remaining side of -0001 fixed condenser.
Join H T.+ terminal of transformer to
T.4+ V; terminal.
Jom grid terminai of transformer to grid

Jom plate of Vg to one loud-speaker
terminal.

Join other loud-speaker terminal to
H.T. V2 +terminal.

Join flex wire to grid bias terminal of
transformer for G.B. —
o Join flex wire to L.T.— termiunal of V3

+
'l‘his completes the wiring.

made, and must be followed very
carefully. A list of point-to- pomt
connections is given above, and will
serve to check the wiring over when

. it is completed. Incidentally it will

also be found useful when wiring as
an indication of which wires to put
on first, since the least accessible
ones are listed first.

Neat Wiring

The wiring has been carried out as
far as possible so that the shortest
possible lengths of wire are wused
between the various points. This
method of wiring is undoubtedly
efficient if correct spacing is employed,
and with a little care can be made to

look quite neat.
(Continued on page 248)
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a1s month I first of all want to
mention some new valves which
I have just received. These
make up the new 2-volt series by the
B.T.-H. Co., Ltd., and consist of the
B.210H., the B.210L., and the B.215P.
The special features of all these valves
depend upon the adoption of nickel
for the filament, which is claimed to
«enabie a longer filament to be used,
resulting in increased emission, low
internal resistance, and a longer life.
With regard to the long life, of course,
I can say nothing, as the valves have
been in my possession only a few days.
The low internal resistance seems to
have been accomplished, and there is
certainly quite a good emission,
though whether it is greater than that
obtainable with filaments of different
construction I cannot say at present.
Let us take the valves in order.

Three New Two-Volters

The B.210H. is, contrary to what
one would expect by the nomen-
clature employed, not a
frequency valve but an R.C. valve,
that is for resistance-capacity coup-
ling. This is a pity, because the
letter I rather denotes that the
valve is suitable for high-frequency
amplification, whereas its charac-
teristics make it inadvisable to use
it in this capacity in anything but a
special receiver. In other words, a
receiver which would have to be
either of the tuned-anode or resistance-
capacity coupled type before this
valve is used really successfully in
a high-frequency stage.

It takes 2 volts on the filament
and ‘1 amp., while the maximum
anode voltage is 150. The ampli-
fication factor is 35, and its A.C.
resistance is 87,500. Thus it will be
seen that mutual conductance is
" approximately ‘4. On test as an R.C.
valve this gave quite good results.
I do not know what anode resistance

high- .
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WITHIN THE VACUUM

Three new two-volters—Frequent canses
of distortion— Tracing overloading.

By KEITH D. ROGERS

(Assistan! Technical Editor of “Popular Wireless”)

R = B BB INE

-the makers prescribe, but I found
that 250,000 ohms worked best when
purity of reproduction was taken into
account as well as amplification.

The B.210L. is quite a useful little
valve. It can be used as detector, a
high-frequency valve, or for low-
‘frequency, and I think that as the
former and the latter it is really best.
The mutual conductance is approxi-
mately -9, the valve having an A.C.
resistance of 14,000 ohms and an
amplification factor of 13. It also
takes 2 volts and ‘1 amp. Altogether,
it is quite a useful general- purpose
valve.

The last of the series, the B.215P.,
is a useful little last-stager provided
it is not asked to deal with too much
input. It has a mutual conductance
of 1, having an A.C. resistance of
7,000 and an amplification factor of 7.
It takes 15 amp. at 2 volts, and is
quite a useful low-frequency valve.
Although it is designated as a “P”

valve, it must not be mistaken for |

that type of valve having a low

factor, and usually termed a super-
power valve. The 215P. can "be
called a power valve, but it must not
be expected to carry any very big

grid swing, otherwise overloading will

occeur.

Causes of Distortion
And now I want to answer in a
general way one or two correspondents
who have written to me recently
" concerning distortion in sets. In
most cases apparently the apparatus
employed is quite all right, the best:
grid leaks, the best transformers,
resistances, etc., have been used, and
the valves have been chosen to the
best of the constructor’s ability. And
yet there is distortion, especially on
“low notes, and I have received a
number of letters asking me whether
it is likely to be due to the valves
being overloaded, or whether it is
209
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necessary to look for some other cause.

In several cases circuits have been
given, and in many of them I must
say it does not look as if the valves
should be overloading. They may
be, of course, and the only test for
that is to detune the receiver and
see if the distortion disappears. If it
does then you can be reasonably
sure that some of the wvalves, if not
all, are being overloaded.

Tracing Overloading
To find out which arc being over-
loaded, the only test is a milliam-

‘impedance and lower amplification |

B L 1=k

The peculiar internal - construction

the Cossor sereened-grid valve is shown

above.

screen with its mesh * grid.”

we have been unable to give this valve
' a thorough tcst.

Note the rectangular slot in the
So far

meter. This should be placed, as you
probably know, in the plate circuit of
any circuit suspected and watch must
be kept upon the needle to see which
way 1t kicks on the loud passages,
especially on the bass notes. If the
kick of the needle is' upward, then
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Within the Vacuum-—continued

you probably need less grid bias on that
stage, while if it is downwards a little
more grid biasisnearlyalwaysrequired.

Battery Faults

Variations of H.T. will also have
an effect, but it is hopeless to expect
any valve to carry a good volume if
it has not sufficient H.T. Other
causes will give rise to distortion and
apparent valve overloading, but there
18 Do time to go into those here. I
may say, however, that possibly in
some cases where resistance-capacity
coupling is employed a lower value
of the grid leak in any or all of the
stages may be necessary before the
blasting is got rid of. Sheer over-
loading can only be avoided by
altering the tuning so as to cut down
the signal strength, or by using bigger
valves with a consequent increase in
H.T. A valve will only handle o
certain grid swing, and it is hopeless
to expect it to handle more than its
appointed voltage.

But there are other causes of dis-
tortion which are really simple and
which often pass unnoticed. One of
these concerns the grid-bias battery.
I often hear it said that the grid-bias
battery does no work if the set is
projpierly adjusted, and therefore it
should keep its voltage. No current
is taken from it, so there is no reason
why the voltage should drop or why
the battery should wear out. That
would be all right if the construction
of the battery were perfect, but it is

not perfect and a certain amount of -

leakage always oecurs across the bat-
tery, a certain amount of chemical
action is taking place inside all the
time and a certain amount of drying
up of the electrolyte is also taking
place. Consequently the battery will
“ age,” and it'is not safe to trust any
grid-bias battery, or any dry battery,
for that matter, after a period of about
8ix_or nine months.

Side-band Cut-off

Personally, I test my batteries at
least once a week. This may be rather
overdoing it, but it is better to overdo
such a thing than to neglect it and
wait till trouble makes itself evident
in the form of distortion. A high-
resistance grid battery may do as
much harm as a run-down H.T.;
which may sound exaggerated, but is
really true. H.T., of course, is such a
well-known form of trouble that we

need not go into that very far. T
should remark while dealing with the
subject of batteries that all tests of
voltage should be made while the
battery is under load, that is, while
the set is in operation. Otherwise a
false idea of the voltage may very
easily be obtained and the constructor
may be led right up the garden.
Another point concerns the tuning,
for it is well-known that if the tuning
of a receiver is too sharp there is quite
a considerable cut-off in the side bands
of modulation of both the high and the
low notes; consequently, whenever
a loud passage and the low notes are
predominant, or, rather, skould be pre-
dominant, they are * mutilated > and
distortion takes place. Flat tuning

A neat and compact
short-wacee set.

The R:Ad.-Varley short-wave portable
receiver, which operates from a col-
lupsible vertical aerial.

should always be employed when a
set is tuned to the local or any powerful
station, especially for loud-speaker
work.

Unfortunately, flat tuning on dis-
tant stations is impossible owing to
the interference which may be en-
countered, but the ideal receiver
would be almost infinitely flat in its
tuning to give pure local reproduction.
That is the reason why very many in-
struments now designed employ what
isknown as ““ lossers "’ in the grid cir-
cuits of the high-frequency and detector
valves, so that, when required, a
certain amouny of damping can be
introduced which will flatten the
tuning and enable the side bands to be

"adequately amplified.

Unfortunately, a good set is often

spoilt by higgledy-piggledy wiring,

so that should you suffer from dis-
210

tortion which appears to be due to
none of the causes so far mentioned,
you should have a good look at your
wiring and see that none of the grid
and plate leads run parallel for any
distance, or in any way near together,
Feed-back in the high-frequency or
low-frequency stages may cause dis-
tortion, and without rewiring the set
it may be very difficult to remove this
trouble. Adequate screening of high-
frequency stages assists tremendously
in preventing distortion due to a
certain amount of feed-back, and the
consequent uneven amplification or
instability.

H.F. “Interference”

Another form of distoition which
occurs in big sets, especially on the
Jong waves, is due to the - high-
frequency component getting through
the detector into the low-frequency
stages, which, if resistance-coupled,

may quite easily amplify the high-

frequency still further and cause
peculiar results. It is difficult to
describe this distortion, but once you
have heard it you will never forget it.
The only way to eliminate this is to
employ high-frequency ‘ stoppers,”
and hy-passes in the various stages,
and make sure that the high-frequency
componenthas nochance of getting into
the low-frequency side. This is more
likely to occur on the longer waves,
because the high-frequency is more
readily amplified when the frequency
is lower. It is on the Daventry range .
that the high-frequency getting into
the low-frequency may quite easily
cause trouble if adequate measures
are not taken to prevent it. By the
way, the Mullard R.C. coupling unit
incorporates a special stopper in the
instrument itself.

A Further Trouble

A further cause of trouble is that
of bad emission. I have occasionally
been let down in this way, and after
thoroughly testing a receiver—H.T.,
L.T., grid bias, and everything I
could . think of—I have suddenly
decided to test the valves themselves.
Having taken them out, I have often
found them all right, but once or twice
there have been valves which have
lost their emission.

This doés not often occur, but when
it does, short of taking the valve out
and testing it with a milliammeter, it

(Conlinued on page 254.)
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(Y FLY-POWER

SMITTER'

BOUT two months ago the writer
decided that it would be rather
interesting to see exactly what

could be done with a transmitter
that incorporated receiving parts
only, worked from a dry-cell supply
such as any receiver needs, and
operated in conjunction with a very
ordinary receiving aerial.

There is, of ecourse, nothing very
pew in the idea of transmissions with
extremely low powers, such as were
used in this case, but in the entire
range of components used 1t was
decided that nothing should be. in-
corporated that was not readily
obtainable at the average wireless
shop or could not be made at home in
the course of half an hour or so.

" Made in 2145 Hours!

The little transmitter shown in the
photographs is the result of these
lahours, and considering that the said
labours only occupied a matter of
two and a half hours the writer con-
siders them amply justified.

A perfectly straight receiving cir-
cuit was employed fthe chief deviation
from normal being that both the grid
and anode circuits were tuned. (See
Fig. 1.) A few slight modifications
were later introduced, but as these
were not found necessary until the
transmitter was used for slightly
higher-power work, they have not
been shown in the circuit diagram.

Choosing the Condensers

The circuit as shown is commonly
known as the ‘ tuned grid—tuned
anode”’ arrangement, and for effi-
ciency on the shorter wave-lengths
is certainly hard to beat. Its beauty
is, of course, its simplicity, and it 1s
so “‘ flexible ”’ that it is equally suit-
able for a midget transmitter such as
that scen in the photographs, or a
mammoth affairr with an input of
thousands of watts. It is also suitable
for use on any wave-length simply by
plugging in coils of suitable sizes.

The components that should be

chosen with special care are the valve
holder and the fixed condensers. The

- actual valve holder used has not only

a very low self-capacity but extremely
long leakage paths between the pins,
both very desirable features. The
two most important fixed condensers,
that across the H.T. supply and the
grid condenser, are Dubilier Type
577 condensers, intended either for
low-power transmission or for use
in receivers employing voltages rather
higher than those in common use.
These, again, were not absolutely
necessary at first, but as the trans-
mitter has constantly been in use
with an input power of 10 watts (at
600 volts) since the conclusion of the
tests on very low power, it was
thought advisable to include them.
It should be understood that or-
dinary receiving condensers of good

'm;

sible ;

The author has communicated with America on the set
described below; which he built up from ordinary com-
ponents used in his receiver.

By L. H. THOMAS (6 QB)

manufacture would bhe perfectly
suitable and beyond reproach.

Short Grid Wiring

The coil on the right, as'seen from
the front of the transmitter, is the
grid coil, tuned by the right-hand
variable condenser. It has been
placed in such a position that the
associated wiring is as short as pos-
the grid leaks are in front- of
it and the grid condenser still farther
forward. The * grid leaks "’ comprise

- two 100,000-ohm anode resistances

connected in parallel, .giving, of
course, a value of 50,000 ohms. The

{ grid condenser is the conventional

‘0003, and no variation from this

_value was found to yield any advan-

tage.
The central coil is the anode in-
ductance, to which is coupled the

A photograph of the ¢ ¢ Fly-Power’ Transmiticr * with the aerial coil removed. The
grid coil and condenser are thosc fo the right.
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“My ° Fly-Power’ Transmitter " —continued

small aerial coil. In one of the photo-
graphs the latter has been taken
away from the baseboard, and the
position of the aerial condenser may
be seen. The reason for taking this
away from the top of the baseboard
was to allow sufficient space for very
loose coupling to be used, and also
to keep the condenser well out of the
magnetic field of the aerial and anode
coils. The whole transmitter when in
use is supported some six inches above

Y345

the bench by ebonite strips. Valve
boxes are eminently suitable for this.

Nothing more need be said about
the constructional details and layout
of the set. ‘

As it stands, the transmitter was
‘ntended for use on the wave-bands of
44-46 metres and 90-100 metres. On
the former band both condensers are
set in the position in which they are
seen in the photograph below, and
on the other both ate set very near
their maximum. The setting of the
aerial condenser, of course, depends
entirely upon the type and length of
aerial in use.

Reducing Key-Clicks

When the transmitter was first
rigged up, the grid and anode circuits
were tuned accurately to 45 metres,
and a key, shunted by a 40,000-chm
resistance (to reduce ‘ key-clicks ™),
was inserted in the negative H.T. lead ;
100 volts, obtained from ordinary re-
ceiving batteries, were connected up,
and the input current was found to
be about 1 milliampere, the valve
used then being an L.S.5B. . The
agrial coil was then coupled-up fairly
tightly, the end nearest to- the anode
coil being taken to a 36-ft. aerial and
the other end to direct earth. On
rotating the aerial condenser slowly
distinct signs of resonance were
noticed on one wave-length by- the
sudden rise in the input.

At the correct setting the input was
3 milliamperes with the aerial and
earth connected, dropping to 1 milli-
ampere with the aerial coil removed.
The current obtained in the aerial
was too minute to be detected by
means of a hot-wire or thermo-
ammeter, so .that the method de-
scribed above was always used and
proved quite satisfactory. If the
mnput could be doubled simply by
coupling the aerial coil and tuning it
carefully to resonance good results
were always obtained without diffi-

~culty.

Glasgow First Time!
With the set adjusted in this manner
a station in Glasgow was called, and
he at once replied and reported the
signals as ‘“ R.4-5."” Telephony was
attempted, the method of modulation
used being described later in the

spherics rendered this test a
failure. The power in use was ex-
actly ‘3 watt (3 milhamps at 100
volts).

A few adjustments were then made,
and an ‘hour or so after a good report
was received from 5 X D, at Douglas,
Isle of Man. An interrupter was then
used, giving a modulated note instead
of the pure D.C. note in use pre-
viously, and this station reported
reception as ‘“ R.3 without receiver
oscillating.” Singe this particular note

was rather more difficult to follow when
there was any serious jamming, it was
not employed after this, and the pure
D.C. was retained for future tests.

Several more reports were obtained
from British stations, all of them
reporting signals as being dead steady
and very easy to read. On one day
seven stations were worked and five
of them asked whether crystal control
was in use.

A Continental Tour

Some ddys later, SM XV, in Sweden,
was called, without very much hope
of a reply, but one was forthcoming
immediately, and . signals were re-
ported as R.4 and steady. On the
same night they were R.5 in Berlin
and R.3 in Copenhagen, and three
nights later F M-8 V X, at Oran,
French Morocco, reported them as

" steady R.5 on two valves.
article, but bad interference and atmo- |

It was particularly noticeable that
of all the stations from whom reports
were obtained, not one complained
of any difficulty in reading the signals.
The absolute purity of the note and

_the ease of keying a transmitter

with such low power without produc-
ing a ‘““chirpy ” or “ bubbly ”” note
probably accounted for this,

French Moroeco at present is the
most distant country reached by -
these ““ one fly-power’ signals, the
distance being about 1,300 miles, the

(Continued on page 252.)

Here the aerial coil is shown in position, together with the valve thut was used during
some of the tests recorded in the accompanying article-
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MORE ABOUT THE
STRAIGHT LINE'FOUR

i

READERS who have already built
up the “Straight Line” Four
will have found no difficulty of
operating it, as the usual and rather
tedious process of neutralising, which
has heretofore been necessary in a
really efficient receiver embodying

high-frequency stages, is entirely
abolished. The most noticeable
feature of all when operating the set
is the remarkable purity and * near-
ness ”’ which characterises the trans-
missions from distant stations, if they
are not heterodyned by one another.

No receiver, of course, will get rid
of that trouble, and the Geneva scheme
does not seem to have been so effective
as was first expected. At the- same
time, there is a very large number of
foreign stations that can be received
{free from interference, and these
give a very wide range of programmes.

Jt is particularly interesting to
notice how many stations are now
receivable on what was called the
*“ Daventry Range.’” Of these (of
course excluding Daventry), I receive
Hilversum by far the loudest. The
transmissions from this station are

really excellent in-quality and variety,
and offer a very useful alternative
programme on Sunday afternoons.

Konigswusterhausen also comes in
very well and, of course, we have
Daventry and Radio-Paris. It is
rather remarkable that a long series
of tests at Wimbledon show that
Radio-Paris is always louder in day-
time than after dark. The lunch-time
transmission has been particularly
clear and of very considerable volume.
After dark, so far as the conditions
at my laboratory are concerned, the
strength of Radio-Paris drops to
about half.

‘Frame Aerial Reception

The biggest surprise of all is
Moscow, which I frequently hear at
midday quite as loud as after dark.

The strength of Moscow in daytime .

seems about the same as that of Radio-

“Paris after dark.

An excellent proof of the great
sensitivity of the “Straight Line” Four
is given by its use with a small frame
aerial. Using the frame such stations
as Rome, Milan and Dublin are

Further interesting details concerning the
operation of the extremely sensitive four-
valver described in last montit’s issue of

THE WIRELESS CONSTRUCTOR.

By PERCY W. HARRIS, M.LR.E.

:br'ought in at loud-speaker strength
after dark, and anything from fifteen
to twenty stations can be picked upin

X807

ol

f76/4.

this way on a reasonably good night.

The connection to a framec on this
set is particularly simple and does
not involve any constructional
changes. It is only necessary to dis-
connect the aertal and earth leads
from their normal terminals, con-
nect the frame to these two terminals
and remove the binocular coil from
the first socket. It is then necessary

T

A general view of the *¢ Sh-qiyht Line >’ Four, showing the disposition of the components and the arrangement of the

three sereening boxes.
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More " About the “Straight Line”’

Four—continued

to unscrew the terminal No. 3 to
which the flexible lead from the
aerial is attached, remove this wire
and attach it to terminal No. 1. The
set is then operated in the usual way,
but, of course, tuning will be very
much sharper.

In normal working the set will be

comparatively stable when the lids
are removed from the boxzes, but

when using a frame aerial, all three

lids should be in position, otherwise
the field of the frame aerial may
interact with the receiver and - cause
oscillation.

The OQutput Stage

If you are using a super-power valve
in the output stage, I would strongly
advise you to use some form of filter
to prevent the direct-current supply
on the last valve plate circuit from
passing through the winding.
are several excellent output trans-
formers sold for this purpose, among
which may be named the Ferranti,
1 to 1, the R.I.-Varley, and the Pye.

~ Or one can use a choke_coil of, say,
twenty or thirty henries and a pair of
Mansbridge condensers to form a
filter output.

The method of connecting such a
choke to the filter is very simple.
First of all, the terminals of the choke
are_joined to the terminals marked
loud speaker on the ¢ Straight Line ”
Four. Each choke terminal is now
connected to one terminal of a Mans-
bridge condenser, the remaining ter-
minals of the Mansbridge being con-

nected respectivély to the loud speaker
itself. Two mfds. is'not too big a value
for each of these filter condensers.
They should not be less than one mid.
each. The output transformer, how-

T [7618.

2808 F-)

There-

ever, is the simpler of the two schemes
as it saves
thoroughly efficient way of achieving
one’s object.

condensers and is a

Several other makes of holder for

the screened-grid valve have been
submitted to the WirELEss Cox-
STRUCTOR for test and report since the
last issue, but so far the Parex is
the only -one which enables the valves
to be passed through circalar holes
of little bigger diameter than the
valve itself. A really excellent holder
has been ‘submitted by the makers
of the Colvern components, and this
can be used in the “Straight Line”
Four, provided, however,

that the
boxes are slotted from the top.

Thc L.F. end 0f the set befo: e the p

ol

The L.T. switch is shown.

! was

$in tde air?” ready for 1noun¢tng on the panel
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This slot will slightly reduce the
screening, but this can be' imme-
diately compensated for by placing
small strips of metal (copper or alu-

. minium) across the slots as soon as

the valves are in place. When using
this type of holder the screening
boxes must be placed as close to-
gether as possible as it is not intended
that the partition between the two
halves of the valve holder should be
double or thick.

Binocular Coils

Owing to the very small space avail-
able in the second and third screening
boxes there are comparatively few
binocular coils which can be used
here, but the comparatively large
space in the first box enables you to
use practically any make of coil for
the aerial.

SRR IR THIE RN

NEXT MONTH
Full details will be ﬁvcn in the

Special February Number of
“The Wireless Constructor

of a remarkable new
Four - Valver with

One Tuning Control
designed and described by
PERCY 'W. HARRIS, M.I.RE.

Don’t miss this Extra Special
Number Cut Jan. 14th:

Price 6d.

PRI snnngE
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It is, indeed, quite simple to use the
ordinary six-pin coil, but, personally,
I prefer the binocular for this purpose
as the restricted field of the binocular
prevents some losses by eddy currents
in the special screening boxes.

H.T. Consumption

A very important point, particularly
for those who are embarking upon the
construetion of a multi-valver for the
first time, is the high-tension con-
sumption of this set. It is one of the
advantages of the screened-grid valve
that its high-tension consumption is
reasonably low, and, of course, the
use of an R.C. valve as a detector
means that this stage itself has a very
small high-tension consumption.

In practieally all multi-valve sets
capable of long-distance loud-speaker
work, two note-magnifying stages- are
'In use, and these, of course, are the
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NEW LISSEN LINES

LISSEN RESISTANCE
CAPACITY COUPLING
UNIT

Provides a complete Resist-
ance Capacity Conpling
Unit. Includes two LISSEN
Fixed Resistances and one
LISSEN Mica Condenser.
Values incorporated have
been selected as the most
suitable for general use, but
the resistances are easily
interchangeable. May be

mounted upright or flat.

LISSENOLA

LISSEN REVOLUTIONISING CONE

A combination of horn and cone in the same loud speaker.

29/6

Fills in the missing note.

LISSEN HEADPHONES
Never before was it thought
possible commercially to make
headphones so light and at the
same time so scositive. These
hcadphones are so light they may
be worn throughout an evening
without the wearer realising they
are on the head. Cords will not
twist or tangle but will always
hang straight down no matter
how the head may be turned,
moved or twisted. The two ear-
pieces are extremely sensitive
and both are exactly matched in
impedance. They settle at once into
comfortable positions and may be se-
cured there by the single move- 8/6
wment of a special hall joint .,

LISSEN

LISSEN COILHOLDER

Fine degree of control to permit of extremely selective tuning.
Gear ratio selected as the best for all practical purposes. Big
knob for comfortable finger grip and wide range of movement
with one turn. No slip or backlash, coils will not move as the
result of their own weight. No flexible connections to break.
Moving block on the right-hand side, but may easily be changed
over to left-hand side by following the simple instructions
erlm(llosleg wi&: chach coil holder.

Model A, With 2 in.
spindlé (2 way) 4/6

Model B. With s-in, i
spindle (2 way} .. 5 6

/"\

LISSEN

LIMITED,
26-30, FRIARSLANE,
RICHMOND,
SURREY.

Managinz Director : Thos. N. Cote.

L. 412

LEADS IN

RADIO PARTS
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Inviting your
Attention

HE outstanding success
which attended the intro-
duction of the moulded case for
the Dubilier Mansbridge Con-
denser has enabled us to effect
further economies in production
which we take pleasure in pass-
ing on to you.

The quality of the condenser
from an electrical point of view
is as irreproachable as ever,
whilst externally it is a most
pleasing piece of apparatus.

Justone other point—it’s British.

Reduced Prices:

ILIER

T.C.;7
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If you want

Real Selectivity
TRY THESE

SCREENED
RECEIVERS

So remarkable is the selectivity of this set
that, working within 10 miles of 2L O,
stations within 20 metres of the London
wave-length can be tuned In without
interference,

There is a Magnum Screened Three, Four

and Five, and all are well tried and proved

circuits combining exceptional purity of
reproduction with this fine selectivity. You
can build any of these sets or buy them.
complete, and the cost is surprisingly small.

Send a 13d. stamp for
instructions for building.

MAGNUM SCREENED THREE,
FOUR AND FIVE.
PRICES:

Screened Three £10 15 O
Screened Four £12 15 0

literature and

Screened Five £15 10 0

Plugs Marconi Royalties:

0'5 microfarad 2/6 3 NN s
1:0 microfarad 2/6 -
2:0 microfarad 3/6 '

& CO.LTD.,

MAGNUM  HOUSE

TELEPHONE : HOP 6257

288,BOROUGH HIGH ST.
LONDON. S.E.I|

[
3

31,
- \‘;’i’&:_:._f;\u

Aduvt. of the Dubilier Condenser Co. (1925), Lid.,
Ducon Works, Victeria Road, Novth Acton, W.3.
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More About the ‘“Straight Line”

Four—continued

biggest consumers of the current sup-
‘ply from the high-tension batteries.
‘In the present set, owing to the great

magnification given by the high-
irequency valves, only one stage of
note magnification is necessary—in-
deed, everyone who has heard the
set agrees with me that the addition
‘of a second note-magnifying stage
would hopelessly overload both out-
put valve and loud speaker, save, of

. course, when one is listening to very:

weak distant stations.

Super-Power Advisable

At the same time, the high efficiency
. of the receiver makes it really advis-
» able to use a super-power valve in the

output stage if one desires to get the
very best quality, and such valves-

s2quire a good deal of high-tension to
operate them efficiently. For those
who are interested in figures, I may
say that the total high-tension con-
sumption of the “Straight Line” Four,
using a super-power valve in the out-
put stage (a maximum of 120 volts
«1s used), i1s in the neighbourhcod
of twenty milliamps.
A much better way of giving the
- reader a good idea of how the demand
will affect his own source of supply
s to say that, excluding thelast stage,
the set takes only five and a half milli-
amps.- This figure will be increased
by a figure depending upon the par-
ticular output valve used. If, for
example, a good super-power valve is
used, your total consumption® is
bound to go up fifteen or twenty milli-
amps. Do not imagine that a super-
power valve will give you stations
any stronger—this is a mistake which
bas led many to disappointment. A
super-power valve will handle strong
signals with practically no distortion,
whereas the ordinary small-power
valve, given strong signals, invariably
distorts considerably.

Large H.T. Required

This distortion is generally attri-
buted to the loud speaker, but
practically every loud speaker—and
there are dozens of excellent makes
on the market—will handle without
overloading far more energy than you
will ever want to put into it. Many
people who have not heard a super-
power valve working under good con-
ditions are inclined to deny that their
present ordinary power valve distorts,
just because they have not been able
to make the comparison. No one who

¢ Straight Line’’ Four

has ever used a super-power valve
with a good modern loud speaker
ever desires to go back to the older

type if he is able to satisfy the rather -

extravagant demand for high-tension.
This, of course, is the great worry

in modern sets giving good reproduc-

tion. The most satisfactory way of

all of supplying super-power valves |

is from the mains, but mains units of

.good quality and reliability are still

expensive. The next best is the high-
tension accumulator, then a good type
of wet Leclanche battery, and then
the largest types of dry cell. Large
dry cells (by this I mean large capa-

city, not merely high voltage) are .
expensive, but are very satisfactory .

on the whole. My suggestion for
operating this set, if you must rely
upon dry batteries and are using a
super-power valve, is to use three
45-volt units such as the very excel-
lent Columbia 45-volt battery, No.

The interior of the

with valves removed.

4486, for H.T.2 and 3, with a separate
tapped high-tension battery of smaller
size (the Lissen 100-volt serves ex-
cellently) for H.T.1, so as to enable
you to adjust the 80 volts on. the
screening gridg accurately.

A good high-tension voltmeter is

- often an advantage, although not-

strictly necessary. Very excellent
makes recently tested in my labora-
tory are the Weston, Jewell, Ferranti,
Hunt, Sifam, and Dixon One-Meter.
This last is a general utility instru-
ment.
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The new Ferranti meters reviewed
on arother page in this issue are also-
particularly good. There is one model
which can be obtained for either panel
mounting or use on the bench. It
has three sqalgs, one reading up to-
thirty milliamps, another to seven and
a half volts, and the other to 150 volts.

_This one meter thus enables you to

measure your high-tension and low-
tension voltages, and also the current
consumption of the set.

Battery Coupling Obviated

Much of the success of the ““Straight
Line ” Four is due to the choice of the
* parallel tuned-anode circuit,” which
enables the battery to beeflectively iso-
lated from the high-frequency circuits,
thus avoiding noxious battery coupling

Standard copper
screening  boxes @re
employed in the con-
struetion of this re-
eceiver. The variable
condensers and all high-
frequency components
being mownted inside
them.

and also simplifies layout, number of
components, and shielding. In order
that the difference between the ordi-
nary tuned anode and the parallel
tuned anode can be more clearly
understood, I have prepared two
illustrations, Fig. 1A and Fig. 1B, in
simplified form.

Fig. 1A represents the ordinary
tuned anode, from which you will see
that the path from the plate of the

valve back to the filament goes
through the tuned-anode circuit A,

and through two parallel paths of

different impedances, one through a
Mansbridge condenser on the left,
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MORE ABOUT THE

“STRAIGHT LINE” FOUR
—continued. :

which is across the batteries, and the
other through the battery itself. If
the condenser is suitably chosen the
path through it is far easier than
through the battery, but there is
always a proportion of the high-
frequency current passing through the
battery itself.

Above Earth Potential

You will notice that the variable
condenser for tuning the anode coil
is above earth potential on both sides,
the fixed plates connected to the plate
of the valve being at high-frequency
potential to earth and the moving
plates, while at practically earth
potential, so far as high-frequency is
concerned, are kept at a voltage above
earth potential equal to that of the
high-tension battery. This means
that the moving plates cannot be
connected directly to earth on the
screen. The voltages which are set

up across A and B are impressed upon
the next valve through the coupling
condenser C.

Now take Fig. 1B, which shows the
parallel tuned anode.

The passage

chosen, whereas in Fig. 1a the im-—

pedance of the path through the high-
tension battery. is relatively low,
although not so low as that of the
Mansbridge condenser.

Notice, however, that in Fig. 1B
the moving- plates of the variable
condenser are at the same high-fre-
quency and low-frequency potential
as the negative end of the filament,
which is earthed.

This means that low-tension
negative, the moving plates of the
condenser and one end of each of
the tuning coils, can be connected
directly to the screen, thus greatly
simplifying wiring and screening.

It must not be imagined, of course,

 that the ordinary tuned-anode method

cannot be satisfactorily used for sets
using two stages of screened-grid
valve. In fact, the commercial sets
are, 1 believe, using this method ;
but in order that it can be used a
radio-frequency choke and sundry
by-passing condensers. have to be
inserted in additon to the gear shown
in Fig. 1a. ‘

By using the circuit in Fig. 1B
no special precautionary methods are
necessary, and the -radio-frequency
choke necessary for the parallel-
feed method automatically performs
the function of isolating the battery.

for the high-frequency current from
the plate of the first valve to the
filament is through the coupling con-
denser C; and through the tuned
circuit on the right down to the fila-
ment. The D.C. high-tension supply,
-you will notice, does not pass through
the tuning coil at all, but from the
battery through the radio-frequency
choke to the plate.

: Simplifiea Wiring
The battery and the radio-fre-

quency choke are, it is true, in paral-
lel with the tuned circuit, just as the

Mansbridge condenser was in parallel .

with the battery, but the impedance
of the path through the radio-fre-
quency choke and the battery is ex-
tremely high if the choke is suitably

The positions of the large by-pass condensers can be clearly seen in this photograph.

g@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@%@@@g

& SHORT-WAVE SUCCESS &

& - B3
BBEDRBBIPBBIBIDIBHHB

- S1r,—Having built your Daventry
to Pittsburg receiver and many others
I thought that I would let you know
of my splendid results with it. I am
now only fourteen and was naturally .
delighted when on the first night of
completion 1 received P CJ J on the
loud speaker.

I have built over a score of your
sets, and I have never had one to fail.
In addition to P CJ J, I have had
amateurs from all parts of the globe.
Yours sincerely,
Hull. J. W
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if MILLIAMPS ON %
£ A VOLTMETER %

R R ISR RO AN

HY not alter your present volt-
meter to read milliamps as
well? It is not difficult to

convert a good voltmeter so that it
serves two purposes; but the meter
must be reliable to begin with, and
it should be a moving-coil instrument.
The basis of the voltmeter is simply

Aracw 370

4s
-/Hovve (on)
[/  Movne-Con Vorracren

an instrument for the measurement of
current, modified so that it takes very
little current.

The schematic diagram of a moving-
coil voltmeter is shown in Fig. 1.
L, is the actuating coil, pivoted
between the poles of a permanent
magnet so that it swings round when
a current i1s passed through it. In
series with this is L,, a coil of high
ohmic resistance. The resistance of
L, is made as low as possible.

Easily Converted

In a milliammeter the high-resist-
ance coil is omitted: All that you
have to do therefore to convert the
voltmeter to read milliamps is to
make one of the connections between
L, and L,, instead of to the ordinary
terminal. The best way to do this in
practice is to fix a third terminal on

) |. the case of the meter, connected to

the common ends of L; and L, Be
careful to 'see that this terminal is
insulated properly from the case,
if this is of metal, and take particular
care not to disturb the moving-coil
mechanism.

To calibrate the meter you will
have to borrow a milllammeter.
Connect the two meters in series
in the anode circuit of a valve
receiver, and check the readings on
your own meter against the scale

_readings of the other meter. You may

need to make new scale marks on the
dial of your meter. Ina 0-30 volt-
meter wheh I recently altered in this
way,-each division of the volts’ scale
records } milliamp.
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THE ELLIPTICON
954~

THE TABLE CONE
i 39/6

ACCUMULATORS
R.B.10 5/6 R.B.20 9/-

(00a3) 15/~ (10005) 156

VARIABLE CONDENSER

Brandes Radio Products offer you an exceptional range

of the
HIGHEST QUALITY

new and effective instruments to
meet the public need. Their manu-
facturing principles are controlled
by their chief aim—to give the
greatest value for money. First-
class materials, ingenious concep-
tion, brilliant workmanship, anda |
definite guarantee, make the prices |
asked look ridiculously cheap. e

THE BRANDESET IIIA

£6:15: 0

(Royalty, valves and accessories extra),

A similar receiver with Battery
Compartments incorporated in the
Cabinet

£8:5:0
(Royalty, valves and accessories extra).
% Send coupon below for FREE
illustrated catalogue, mentioning

I Brandes are constantly introducing ]

any particular instrument in

Brandes

RADIO PRODUCTS

Brandes Limited 2-3, Norfolk Strect, Strand, W.C.2.

o Brandes Lid.,
‘Brande:‘ 2/3, Norfolk St., Strand, W.C.2

AUTHORISED
RSN  Please send me your free illus-
[ i\ trated catalogue.

219

=} which you are interested. H

eaasauoasasatecsactsesomranansaran

5716

e -

THE TABLE-TALKER
30/- ;

MATCHED TONE
HEADPHONES
13/6

L.F. TRANSFORMER
(1-3) 15/~ (1-5) 15/6

L Brandes products are only obtainable where you sce this sagl}
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“ROYAL SUPER”

Made by Thordarson

Realistic tone quality—
that elusive but much
talked-of characteristic of
radio reception—can be
obtained only through the
use of apparatus of the
fnzst mo g -ials and workmanship. For years Thordarson
Transformers have been the choice of many discrimina-
ting manufacturers of quality receiving szts. Follow
their lead. If you enjoy good music fit Thordarson's !
Made in one Ratio only—for all stages. Housed in hand-
some metal casing. Size 23" X 23" X 3", Weight 2 Ib,
Type R.200.  Audio-Frequency Transformer. 2 l/
Price, post free, ~
Thordarson Choke. For Filter Circuits and as an
Output Choke. Has the same outward appearance and
size as R.200 and is similarly housed. Current carrying
capacity 80 m/a. Inductance 30 henries. Type 1 2/
R.196. 30-henry Output Choke. Price, post free, -

Low Frequency
fransformers

- CHAMLEY - BROS - LTD.-
Telephone @ Telegrams :
- Peleplone: 200/2, REGENT STREET, Tgera
P LONDON, W.1. ‘psinely

Two years ago we decided upon
the design of this Transformer,
but the cost of turning out a
component capable of so high
a standard of performance was
prohibitive.  Since then, how-
ever, we have so lessened
manufacturing costs that it is
now possible to produce it at
an economic price.

The windings of heavy gauge

wire are sectional, giving a very

low distributed capacity. The
‘ coil is of “Stalloy’’ while the
case is ¢ Bakelite.”

284 . - 3 to 1 Ratio £1.2.6
285 6 to 1 Ratio £1.5.0

DESPATCH RIDER

Complete with strap.  The
original vibration-proof watch

AIRMAN

17-jewelled lever. Screw case

back and front.  12- or 24-

LE- Transformer ; : !

4 . § N tested by fam riders in hour dial. Guaranteed. Post

€ariable Resistor. Multi Ratio (Ratio W - .T. Race: oP&uarameed. free 21/-. Also in wrist styie
05 ohms. 18, 3, 364 4'5 "' # 12- or 24-hour dial. and silver,

5 and 6 to 1) .. £1.7.6 388
030 ohus L.F. Choke Two Speed Diat,
B With Station F Y MODELS N RO coupon
- 3~ Triple Impedance £1.0.0 Recorder 9~ |  JECEEER I for catalogues.
g There are over 50 models of
Services Watches and their variety
is such that a model for almost
every occasion of vocation can be
bought from amongst them.

Already they are in use in prac-
tically every part of the world.

Send 11d. in stamps for the new Bowyer-Lowe Catalogue

There are three ranges : (1) Sports,
and (2)- Presentation for men,

"""" v and (3) Presentation. for &3 10
ladies. Each range 1s
separately illustrated. R0
Send now for_ OQata- A&
logue giving No, or &©
Nos. required. (S o
o
ot -
. 5 @‘ﬁ'..
BOWYER-LOWE CO. LTD ETCHWORTH [ | fouratat outic o J*
| . . hour dial only.
0 00 L c Poit Free, 17/6 > ¥

514
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HAPPENINGS

AT SAVOY HILL

OUR SPECIAL COMMI

Broadcasting in 1928
THERE is no doubt that 1927 saw a

marked improvement in the

average B.B.C. programme. The
range of material was considerably
widened, while more discrimination
was shown in the construction and
selection of programmes. The run-
ning commehtaries, the increase in

controversy and the improved news

bulletins are welcome additions. As
for 1928, those who are watching
carefully the growth of the new art
hope that we shall see an early
restoration of some of the’’ peaks ”
which were so attractive durlng the
days of the old company.

During 1927, right up to and includ-
ing Christmas, the B.B.C. pretended
that it was providing the custo-
mary special programmes on_the .ap-
propriate occasions. But those lis-
teners who compare this year’s
Christmas programmes with those of
preceding years will find a curious
decline in distinction. This is a pity,
and should be remedied. If the B.B.C.
will consult its own interests, it will
arrange during 1928 at least three
really outstanding programmes, in-

. cluding artists of the calibre of
Chaliapine and Sir Harry Lauder.

New Blood for Savoy Hill

_ The new Governers have now been
at work for a year. Apart from some

changing about, they do not seem to

have undertdken any reorganising of
the staff of the service. It is believed,
however, that important changes
will be made in the New Year. For
instance, rumours about Sir John
Reith are so persistent as to give the
impression that there must be some
small residue of truth in them.

Those who know him declare that
Sir John had no intention of remain-
ing with the B.B.C. after he bhad set
the new Governors on the right course.
He is only happy when he is retrieving
an apparently desperate situation. The
control and management of an estab-
lished public service merely irritate
his restless ambition. There is a sub-
gtantial possibility that Sir John

Reith will not be with the B.B.C. at’ |

the end of 1928.
This, of course, will be a great

loss, and one which the“Governors'

will have difficulty in'making good.
It has been stated by at least one
Governor that their present intention,

in the event of Sir John going, is to

spht up the work into five parts,
each Governor accepting complete
responsibility for his or her section.
For instance, Lord Clarendon would
look after administration, Mrs. Snow-
den programmes, Dr. Rendall reli-

SSIONER

appiopriate post at the B.B.C. The
influence of ignorant reaction and
ingratitude was too strong for the
moment. ““ Dick ” Sheppard = was
just the man for the B.B.C., either
to run its religion or to help it
with programmes generally. But
after months of negotiation, marked
by misrepresentation and shuffling,
nothing has emerged.

There is some mystery behind it.
Every official at Savoy Hill with
whom I have discussed it seemed
keen on the idea. It is known that

Myr. Percival Westerman (right), the well-lIknown outhor, tours the rivers of England
in his private barge, which is fitted up twith a wirelcss receiver and loud speaker,

gion and education, Lord Gainford
publicity, and Sll‘ Gordon Nairn
finance and accountancy.

The theory upon which these pro-
posals are based is that the Governors
are paid for full-time service, and
should really work as hard as any of
the staff at Savoy Hill.

The Dick Sheppard Fiasco
I regret to report the failure of my

" effort to secure-the appointment of

“the Rev. H. R. L. Sheppard to some
221

Sir John Reith is a personal friend of.
“ Dick ” Sheppard. = What sinister
influence intervened ¢ The B.B.C.
has suffered a very serious set-back,
which can only be repaired by the
reversal of the decision.

Empire Broadcasting

The B.B.C. deserves congratulations
for taking its medicine so well in con-
nection with Empire Broadcasting.
The transmissions from 58S W are
already a great success. The next
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stage is to put these transmissions on
a service basis. So rapid has been the
progress lately, that this should be
possible as early ag March.

European S.B.

Second only in importance to the
advent of Empire Broadcasting in
actuality comes European 8.B. The
B.B.C’s repeater stations are now
installed right across Europe, ard,
before long, certainly before the be-
ginning of next season, listeners in
Great Britain will receive relays of
Berlin and Vienna as easily as Man-
chester listeners now receive relays
from London. This is an important
step- and another_subject of con-
gratulation to the BB.C.

Facing the Music

B.B.C. finances will be subjected
this year to ruthless scrutiny. For
the first time, Parliament will have
a chance of considering a B.B.C.
balance-sheet. Under the charter
the Postmaster-General is required to
make an annual statement, to Parlia-

Happenings at Savoy Hill—continued

A travelling b:oadcue!mg studio used on the Chicago-St. Panl railicay durmg
recent tests in broadcasting.

ment at the time the Post Office Vote
is taken.

Making adjustments on the nineteen-valve receiver and amplifier installed in lhe
« It supplies. 2,000 sheadphones- and 80 loud' spcakers with either

Eamnbeth Hospital.,

broadcasﬁng or elcctrcca"y reproduced gramophone records.
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To what extent details of

- that the

‘out 2 Z°Y without a_trap,

" strength :

finance will be communicated remains
to be determined. It will be interest-
ing to know whether the promise
given by Lord Gainford two years
ago has been carried out. “The then
chairman of the B.B.C. said in 1925
administrative charges had
stabilised and would not be in-
creased either actually or in propor-
tion- to income.

Inguiries at Savoy Hill on this
point have elicited no definite replies.
It is understood, however, that the
position is virtually the same. If so,
1t reflects the very greatest credit
upon the ability, foresight and acu-
men of Sir John Reith.

e e
I . Arother “Constructor” i

Success
WMWM%’ SR

Sir,—I wish to let you know that
I have built your New Family Four.
I have had a few sets, but
this one tops the lot. As you will
note I am only one mile from the
Manchester statlon but I can tune
and
receive at full - loud-speaker
5 G B, Frankfort,” Dubln,
Newcastle; Liverpool, Leeds—Brad-
ford, Sheffield, and four more foreign
sta.tions, without any signs of
Manchester.

.',(“

21

Ev‘.?}'is]'!

Respectfully yours,
Salford, Manchester. H. L
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THERE is limitless power in nature—in the vast
coal beds, mighty waterfalls, great oil wells.

There is great power also in the chemical genera-
tion of energy in the Lissen New Process battery.
Not only great energy, but energy which is long
sustained and smooth flowing all the time you
use it, never a sign of ripple in it, and never a trace
of noise. That is why you get such clear repro-
duction when you use the Lissen New Proces:
Battery, and that is why you find that your re-
production is as true and clear at the end of ths
longest programme as it was at the beginnming,
hours before. No other battery yields such power
—no other battery in the same way gields such
oxygen for your valves, because no other battery
embodies the new process and chemical com-
hination which Lissen alome uses, because Lissen
alone holds the secret.

Next time you want a good battery ask for Lissen
New Process in a way which shows you will take
no other. Ten thousand dealers sell it through the
cm:iun!ry at a price which brings it within the reach
of all.

60 volts (reads 66) .. 7711
100 volts (reads 108) .. - 12/11
9 volts (grid bias) 50 N 1/6

o — axn
NEW .
: PROCESg

LISSEN LIMITED, 26-30, Friars Lane, Richmond, Surrey,

MHanaging Director,: THOS. N. COLE. . L.516
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Have you tried this .
new Lewcos Coil

The range of LEWCOS Centre Tapped Coils—already popu-
lar among experienced constructors for their high efficiency
—has now been completed. Wound with Litz wire, they
give greatest selectivity at a moderate price. All coils are
tdentical in external measurement. Obtainable from radio
dealers everywhere.

LEWCOS CENTRE TAPPED COILS (Protected Type) |, €o1%s
Coll No... .| 25| 35| 40| 50| 60| 75]100| 125] 150] 20| 300| X60 | X200
00003 mid. .| 73| 90)126|151 | 188 | 231|297 | 408} 505 595| 042{ 183 595
00025 mid, .| 160 | 225 | 283 | 316 | 391 | 500 | 652 | 995|1180{1410)2005| 391 | 1410
005 mfd. .| 295 | 300 | 386 432 | 555 | 680 | 835 |1330{1625[1960'2755| 555 | 1060

Price 3/6 5/3 4/9| 7/~

The LONDON ELECTRIC WIRE Co.& SMITHS Ltd.
Playhouse Yard, Golden Lane, London, E.C.1.

—

ey Em—

CNTn. TAP PED
(Protecteq 7ype) coiu

Patent No. 271384

—_— 4 THE BEST TIP FOR 1928 |
mRMG, USE FORMO COMPONENTS I
i B e wiec CONDENSER
Specially designed to take the Mounts either Panel or Baseboard.
place of the hitherto generally (0035

3::dasljixed Condenser.  For (025 10,6 i

Neutralising Condenser 0005

Aerial Condenser The most Scientific Condenser yet

Grid Condenser produced. Perfeet in every detail

Reaction Condenser of einstruction and performance.

Phasing Condenser SEND FOR COPY of the FORMO HANDBOOK
Full Catalogue free on request. Tone Control Condenser with 2 Blue Prints, etc. Post free, 1/-

The: FORMO Company, Crown Works, 22, Cricklewood Lane, London, N.W.Z2,

ARTCRAFT RADIO CABINETS ||| cur vrins ounr™
lAlN'S EST VALUE. NEW 1928 MODELS. Eon CA“'"E'S

and post to us for ncw FREE Iist illustrating
Cabinels as shown tn “Wireless Constructor,”
ele., elc.

AMERICAN POPULAR TYPE (as illus.)

Panel Baseboard Price in
Size Depth Oak Mahogany

9 X 6 X 6 6 0 )10 0
10 x 8 x 6 80 |12 0
12« 8 X 8 12 0116 O

.....................................................

15 x 8 X 8 14 0 119 O

Baseboards Fres. Hinged Lids 1/8
extra. Add 1/- for crate. All Cabinets
sent Carriage Paid.

PANELS FITTED AT STANDARD
PRICES.

(Write in block letters, please.)

CARRINGTON Mfg. Co. Ltd.,

Camco Works,
Sanderstead Road. South Croydon
Telephone : Croydon 0623 (2 lines).

Obtainable from all dealers or direct from

The Artcraft Company,

156, Cherry Orchard Rd., Croydon
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The HICH POWER SCHEME

By a Correspondent.

VERYOXNE has heard of the Regional
Scheme. It has been talked
about and written about more

than any  topic of wireless policy
during the last year—with the possible
exception of Empire broadcasting.

The scheme, in brief, deals with
the reorganisation of the present
means of distributing programmes,
and the general modernising of exist-
ing methods of transmission. On
paper the scheme has been worked
out in detail, and Captain Eckersley
and other prominent B.B:.C. officials
have explained it in almost as much
detail-—even to the extent of a long
article in the B.B.C. Handbook.

‘It 15 that" article, however, which
has drawn the attention of many
readers to the fact that, in spite of
much explanatory matter, the scheme
still remains—or appears to remain—
in a very nebulous state. This im-
pression seems to be widely held ; it
may, of course, be due to the obscure
way in which the author of the
Handbook article has handled his
subject, for there is no doubt that
the article is worded in such a-way
as to leave the average reader in a
highly befogged condition, and with
the view, rightly or wrongly, that
the B.B.C. is rather puzzled 1tself as
to the modus operandi to be adopted
when putting the Regional Scheme
into actual practice.

Several Variations

The latter does, not unnaturally,
plll'esent problems. The trouble is that
there are several variations of the
scheme ; and the one chosen should,
from the ideal point of view, fulfil
certain fundamental conditions. But
when those conditions are examined,
in conjunction with the Regional
Scheme and- its variations, it will be
found that no one variation of the

scheme can be made to fulfil all the'

fundamental conditions.

recently toured the Continent.

Now these essential conditions may
be briefly set out as follows :

1. Ten wave-lengths alone are
available (nine medium, one long).

Three “Service Areas”
2. The whole country must be

covered by such a field strength.

that it can be considered to lie within
a B service area. A ‘““B’’ service
area is one within which a listener
can be guaranteed crystal reception
with a good outdoor aerial, but will
be at the mercy of the worst types
of interference which occur in, perhaps,
five per cent of the cases normally
met.

"from the

" the

Tue WireLEss CONSTRUCTOR

3. The fewest number of persons,

seeing that requirement (2) is probably
impossible, must be found in C
service area, or in “ wipe-out’’ zones.
A C service area is one in which a
listener will be subject to interruptions

“from spark sets, trains, atmospheries,

etc., hut in time should be assured
of an eighty per cent service because it
is hoped that much interference under
the above categories will be eliminated
at the source.

Question of Interference
Listeners within a ““ wipe-out”’ area
can be absolutely guaranteed a service
local station whatever
(within obvious limits) the sources of

‘extraneous electrical interference, but

will find a difficulty in hearing
foreign stations unless equipped with
more complicated forms of
receiver.

4. Densely populated areas should
lie within an A service area. A listener
within an A service area can be
gnaranteed service even if he lives
near the usual sources of electrical
interference — namely, trains and
medical apparatus, etc.—and he will
have a good chance of reception
with properly designed apparatus,

5. There should be a minimum of
change of existing field strength in
changing from the old to the new;

Capt Plugge s Standard car ¢ Aether 111, ” in which this well- I.rmum experimenter

The car was fitted with an elaborate radio outfit
(note- the frame aerial) and miuch. data- regarding reception conditions on the

Conh'ncnt poas oblained,
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_‘The High-Power

Scheme— Where Ar

e We ?—continued

that is to say, there must be a mini-
mum change in signal reception
strength. '

6. The maximum number of per-
sons must be able to receive alternative
programmes on the simplest and most
.easily-handled apparatus.

7. The scheme must be efficient
and economical.

8. There shall be a minimum of
interference with existing wireless
services,

It is upon these conditions—which
may be likened to the essential
foundation stones—that the Regional
Scheme must stand or fall. But the
reader will at once note that if con-
ditions 1, 2 and 3 are to be observed,
then the stations must be few in
number and of high power, and they
must be built in lonely parts of the
country. Yet, in accordance with
item 4, they must be erected in large
cities.

No Definite Plan?

The Handbook article above:
referred to deals at some length with
various alternative schemes, but there

| stations which would -eventually re-

has, as yet, any definite plan in mind.
And if there does exist a definite plan,
does it fulfil the eight essential con-
ditions set out above ?

Question of 5GB

It is quite likely that the answer
to that question is in the negative;
but in any case it is obvious that,
while ideal on paper, the Regional
Scheme in actual practice - will
differ—perhaps  considerably—from
the scheme as set out on paper.

Read “POPULAR WIRELESS”

Byitain’s Best Radio Weekly.

The Scheme has been . approved, in
principle, by a Committee of Inde-
pendent Experts, and by the "Post .
Office. The result of the latter’s
approval was 5 G B—generally
thought to constitute the first of a
limited number of high-powered

place the present low-powered local
stations.

5 G B, although termed  Experi-
mental,” is likely to continue to
function indefinitely. Its raison d’étre

obtain data for the ultimate reorgani-
sation of the B.B.C’s transmitting
system on modern lines ; but, although
5 G B has been in operation for some
time now, the author of the Hand-
book article states :

“TIt is impossible at. present to
state definitely what will happen
either to stations or transmitters
at existing B.B.C. centres.”

This seems to indicate pretty clearly
that the Regional Scheme is still very
much in the air, and that a definite
and practical plan has not yet been
decided upon. We suggest that the
B.B.C. should issue for publication a
straightforward and completely can-
did statement on the whole subject.

Statement Required

Listeners—and especially members of
the trade—find this indecision about
the Scheme very disconcerting. A
definite outline of policy—even if it
means a drastic revision of the
Scheme—would be welcome, so long
as it does definitely clear up present
misapprehensions as to the B.B.C.’s

is no indication that the B.B.C. | was, according to- the B.B.C., to | attitude to the scheme.
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carries on the tradition

Throughout history there are many landmarks of British Engineering
Skill. In the development of wireless, * Cyldon " will be handed down
as the pioneers of Better Condenser Manufacture.

Since the earliest days of broadcasting ** Cyldon ” have led the way, not
only in quality of manufacture, but in actual scientific design.

*“Cyldon " condensers have been imitated but never equalled and to-day-
are used by all leading authorities. That in itself is good reason why
you should fit them on your set.

*“*CYLDON'" THUMB CONTROL CONDENSERS

*“Cyldon” Thumb Control Condensers consist of one, two or more
“ Cyldon ”* Log Mid-Line Condensers (Square Law can be supplied if re-
quired) mounted on a stout aluminium angle-plate bracket. Mounted flush
to the panel, the angle bracket forms a very effective anti-capacity shield.
Rotors, Stators, and Anti-Capacity Earth-plateare all electrically separated.
The Bakelite Control Drum is provided with detachable scales, reading from. 0-180
degrees, and projects just through the frontof the panel, the milled edge giving perfectly
smooth control on a diameter of 4] inches equivalent to a vernier drive.

Each outfit includes a panel plate with hair-line indicator, a steel drilling template
and very precise instructions,

PRICES :
SEMI.SHIELDED SINGLE MODEL SEMI-SHIELDED GANG MODEL
Capacity | Catalogue Price Catalogue Price
mids. No. s. d. Type No. £ s &
0005 IT5 1 2 0 2 gang 0005 2 9.4
0003 IT3 1 1 0 2 ., I 0003 2 5 0
00025 1T25 1 0 6 3 ., ‘C005 3 9 6
0002 1T2 1 00 311 o *0003 3 6 6

N.B. This condenser is shielded between units, and not as shown in illustration.

Write for this ¢¢ Cyldon *’ Booklet

Every wireless constructor will find much of interest
in this booklet, entitled ' Concerning Variable®
Condensers.” It has been prepared by our experty
for the guidance of constructors and a FREE

Sem:-Shielded Sinzle ** Thumb Control.” Copy will be sent you on request. Write to-day:
.mi, SYDNEY S. BIRD & SONS, LTD., g,
2071/2. Cyldorn Works, Sarnesfield Road, Enfield Town, Midd. ENFIELD.
Contractors to the B.B.C., HM.R.A.F.,, H.M.0O.W. and all the lcading manufscturers of quality reccivers. Sole Australian Agents: E. V. Hudson.
55-57, Charlotte Street, Brishane, Queensland. Sole Indian Agents: Bombay Radio Co., 73-75_, Queens Road, Marine Lines, Bombay 2.

Guodall Ad.
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$? HE proof of the pudding is in the eating. ' Not for
nothing have the leading Radio technicians used T.C.C.
Condensers in most of the successful Sets during recent
years. Not for nothing have the foremost Set manufacturers
followed suit. And now—not for nothing has Cossor specified
T.C.C. Condensers for use in the famous ¢ Melody Maker.”
The reason? Just that T.C.C. has been found, in use, to be
the utterly dependable Condenser.

q T.C.C. Condensers come
in all capacities—each one
guaranteed up-to-the-hilt.
Mansbridge from <005,
1/8 to- 10 mfds:, 18/6.
Mica from ‘0001, 1/10 to

°3 mfd., 21/6.

Telegraph Conden.
ser Co., Ltd , Wales
Farm Road. North
Acton, London, W.3.

@) 9016
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¥ INVALUABLE TO EVERY AMATEUR & CONSTRUCTOR :

S #
:y‘: . P
P » BLUE PRINTS :
¢ «POPULAR WIRELESS :
e . > %
% of Tested Circuits %
5 The following is a list of the “ P, W.'* 6d. Blue Prints for Constructors in stock showing the different circuits available. ;:»;
o P.W. BLUE PRINT P.W. BLUE PRINT ' 3
% umbe! umber <t
i‘ 1.m I;ETECTOR VALVE WITH REACTION. 16, H.F. (Tuned Anode), CRYSTAL DETECTOR AND L.F. it
:'é 2 ?NIDENEFLDETE&TI;?‘?FYEI}%VE WITH REACTION. (with Switch for Last Valve). o
3 3. 1-VALVE LF. 3 %
=‘:= 4 CRYSTAL DETECTOR D“HTCR%s[I“{L A‘%ilp_l‘[i}FE[‘EE%bTION 17. C?v&?:galgﬁzgcTOR WITH TWO L.F. AMPLIFIERS3 3‘;
& b. H.F. (Tuned Anode) AN v 3 ; X
% 6 HF AND CRYSTAL (Transformer Coupled, without 1% 1-VGRyE RERLER Bn oA o X
=:'; 1. 1-%612\‘{%?)'11]5“]5)( WITH CRYSTAL DETECTOR 19. H.F. DETECTOR AND L.F. (with Switch to Cut Out =.:=
P4 (Tuned Anode). the Last Valve). s
L 8. 1-VALVE REFLEX AND CRYSTAL DETECTOR (Em- 21. THE 2-VALVE LODGE ‘“ N.” ;‘:(
3 ploying H.F. Transformer, without Reaction). . 22, “ THE GUARANTEED REFLEX.” 3‘;
3.3 9. Hgéac‘;\ilgr?or?iaﬁg:‘)ol‘ (Tuned Anode Coupling, with 23. THE 1-VALVE * CHITOS.” ;{
~ . . " | g “
£ o mEln bHEon (ramom copug w0 THESSPANSTACE TR, e Ry
3 L = i i ahe
% 11, DETECTOR AND L.F. (with Switch to Cut Out L.F. Valve), Non-Radlating Reaction Control, and 1 L.F. Valve. 2
% 12, DETECTOR AND LF. UNIDYNE (with Switch to Cut gg ZA“{f\;'TerA*l‘g!l[{‘rﬁ?fvg’f“;Eg‘ﬁ(}1;;')' it %
Eed ¥ Out L.F. Valve). 4 . SRk ¥ 2 * 20 %
B¢ 13. 2-VALVE REFLEX (Employing Valve Detector). with Switching). . %*
e 14. 2-VALVE L.F. AMPLIFIER (Transformer Coupled, with  27. A “ MODERN WIRELESS  4-VALVER (2 H.F., Det., 3
B Switch to Cut Out Last Valve). and L.F.). x
e 15. 2-VALVE L.F. AMPLIFIER (Transformer-Resistance 28, A ‘“°MODERN WIRELESS ” 5-VALVER (H.F., Det. 3
e Coupled, with Switch for Cutting Out Last Valve). and 3 L.F.). 35
e . S
¥ “POPULAR WIRELESS” BLUE : PRINTS 6d. EACH e
:{: All orders for these Blue Prints should be sent direct to the * Popular Wireless” Queries Department, Fleetway House, Farringdon :
f': Street. London, E.C.4 enclosing a stamped addressed envelope and a postal order for 6d. for each Blue Print Ordered ::,:
;;%i&%%%%%%‘k%%%%% T D T\ Tl o R ol ol M A A P S SR b
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Somc easily made screens fOT

F. stages.

By R. W, HALLOWS, M.A.

Providing Adequate Screening
HE provision of effective screening,
especially in circuits which in-
corporate the new four-electrode
valves, has assumed such importance
of late that I make no apology for
devoting the whole of this month’s

2737

K vse or rwe l%ausr& 5~Ap/~a Biock.

“ Chats at the Work-Table’’ to con-
structional problems that arise in
connection with it. It is now realised
that to screen coils or transformers
alone is not sufficient.

Aluminium or Copper
In order to avoid stray couplings
and to ensure the proper working of
high-efficiency radio-frequency cir-
cuits it is desirable to enclose the
whole of each such circuit in a

compartment of its own, ‘containing-

the valve, the coils, the variable con-
densers, and other components. Where
only one high-frequency circuit is
used a s1mp1e partition may suffice,
but should there be two or more, the
compartments -had better take the

Tz738

form of carefully made metal boxes
completely closed at top, bottom, and
sides.

First, as regards the question of
suitable metals. There are two which
will especially commend themselves
to the home constructor. These are
aluminium and copper.
tages of aluminium are that it is
exceedingly light, and that it is very
easy to shape or to drill. On the
other hand it cannot easily be soldered.
Copper is almost as easy to work, and
if a suitable iron is used there is no
difficulty about making soldered
joints.

The Tools Required
If, then, simple partitions are to be
used, aluminium of about No. 20
gauge will be found excellent for the
purpose. Where, however, it is a
question of more elaborate screening,
I would advise the use of copper of
No. 12 gauge or a little thinner.
Probably the most cconomical way
of purchasing sheet metal is to obtain
it locally from a manufacturing iron-
monger. It can then be bought by
the pound, and no charge is usually
made for cutting out pieces to the

sizes required by the purchaser.

1k <— Scresn
% /wesansD
LBonere Jose

Wscunring Lusk For Lzaps
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The advan- °

For working sheet metal the tools
required are a pair of tinsman’s
shears, a large soldering iron, a sharp
seriber, a set-square, a wooden mallet,

- and a block of wood for shaping

purposes. This block, whose use is
illustrated in Fig. 1, may be a piece

A Lasuy maoce Screnme Farrition,

of deal or similar wood four or five
inches square- in section and about
twelve inches long.

Any fairly light hard-wood mallet
will do, but it is important that its
faces should not have been badly
dented by previous misuse. When it
is desired to bend a piece of sheat
metal at right angles, the method is
as follows:

Preliminary Preparations

Begin by flattening out the sheet
by tapping it with the mallet. Then
make a deeply scribed line at the
place where the bend is-to be. Lay
the sheet upon the shaping block co
that the scribed line -coincides, as
scen in Fig. 1, with one of the upper
long edges.

Now bend-the metal gently round
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Chats at the Work-Table—continued

by means of the mallet, and finally
square up the bend by beating until
the sheet lies evenly upon two faces
of the shaping block. Before you
undertake any job of shaping I would

recommend you to have a little pre-.

liminary practice with some pieces of

R790°
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Suuse Hoces rFoe frame Screws
Bans our anoCumme 4 Periren,  (76.4

scrap metal—odd pieces cut from old
tins will do very well for this purpose.
It is not the slightest use to
attempt to solder sheet copper with
a small, light iron. Such is the
thermal conductivity of the metal
that it draws heat from the.iron with
amazing rapidity. Unless, therefore,
the latter is of largish size it becomes
almost instantly too cool to allow
proper work to be done. The solder
refuses to flow properly, merely
forming unsightly blobs and lumps.

A Heavy Iron Best

I would recommend that the iron
.should weigh not less than six or
eight ounces, and it must, of course,
be kept clean and properly tinned.
If you can use a still heavier iron, so
much the better. For soldering the
jarnts of screens a flux that will make
sohter flow easily is essential, and it
does not greatly matter if it has

279 ye—3 — /0° 1= 37—
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HAS5 BEEN MADE & THE METAL IS NOW READY

o7 S 70 A SEny.
slightly corrosive properties. For
this reason we can use fluxes that are
not permissible for making connec-
tions between leads or between leads
and terminals in wireless ecircuits.
There is actually nothing better than
killed spirits or one of the ready-made
liquid fluxes, such as Baker’s Solder-
ing Fluid.

Sheet copper when bought is nearly

~always dull and oxidised. It is essen-’

tial that all parts that are to be
soldered should be thoroughly cleaned
before the. work is attempted.
Nothing is better for this purpose
than fine emery cloth used in one of
the holder-pads previously described
in these notes.

Both sheet copper and sheet alu-
minium are exceedingly easy to drill,
so far as the actual getting of the tool
through the metal is concerned, for
they are both quite soft. There is
one trouble that does arise, and this
is that the drill is apt rather to tear
its way out on the exit side, leaving a
raised rim. This kind of burring can
be minimised by using a piece of
hard wood, such as teak or mahogany,
as a drilling block, and also by the
use of really sharp tools that do not
require excessive pressure in order to
make them cut. Nothing blunts steel
tools like ebonite.

‘Separate Drills

T would recommend, therefore, that
separate drills should be kept for
work on sheet metal. After all,
not more than three or four will be
required, so that the expense is small.
The drills needed are No. 25 morse

for making 4 B.A. clearance holes,

4+ in. for making ‘lioles for the

‘insulating bushes that will- be de-

scribed later, and { in. for making
the holes for variable condenser
bushes, etc., where complete screening
boxes are used. To these may be
added a No. 30 morse drill for making
holes for wood screws.

An Effective Insulator

Fig. 2 shows an easily made but
very effective insulating ‘bush for
passing leads through metal screens.
It consists of a piece of }-in. ebonite
tubing § in. or  in. in length, screwed
externally with a }-in. Whitworth
thread. There is no difficulty about
putting on the thread if the job is
undertaken in the following way.
First taper off the tube slightly to-
wards one end with a fine file. Next

- insert into it a piece of ebonite or

metal rod which 1s a good push fit.
Clamp the tube up in the vice—the
rod inside w1ll prevent it from
splitting.

Use a die with a good “let in "'—
i.e. well tapered at onc side—and
expand it as widely as possible by
means of the adjusting screw. If
you have a die holder that will take
a collet guide the job will be still

230

further simplified. Turn the die on,
taking care to go straight, and seeing
that the holes in it do not become
clogged with ebonite chips.

A Simple Method

There is a still simpler method
which can he used quite well. Let the
tubing be } in. as before, hut use a
#-in. die. This will go on quite
easily, and though it will not cut a
full thread, it will still make one that
will suffice for the purpose. Since
standard Whitworth dies cut forty
threads to the inch in both }-in. and
#5-in. sizes, }-in. nuts will go on quite
well. Ordinary brass or steel Whit-
worth nuts may be used for clamping
the insulating bushes to the screens,
or ebonite nuts can be used by drilling
and tapping }-in. holes in a pieee of
ebonite 1 in. thick, and then cutting
out squares witl $-in. sides.

Fig. 3 shows a simple partition in
position in a receiving set. The par-
tition is secured to the rear edge of the

zr742
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baseboard by screws or small brass
nails driven through holes drilled in
the overlapping flap. It is fixed to
the upper surface of the baseboard by
means of another flap turned up at
right angles, and it may be secured
to the panel by three or four 4 B.A.
bolts.

Cutting the Screens
Fixed in this way it is perfectly
rigid, and acts as a support for the
panel. In Figs. 4 and 5 are seen the
ways in which the metal is cut out
and shaped. The dimensions given
are suitable for a baseboard 10 in. in

.width and for a panel rising’ 7 in.

above it, but they can, of course, be
altered to suit any particular require-
ments. Cut out (or obtain ready cut)
a sheet measuring 16 in. by 7§ in.
With a scriber and a set-square
mark deeply the lines AB and
CD, which will be at the corners of
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THE

'FERRANTI

TRICKLE CHARGER

(INCORPORATING THE WESTINGHOUSE ME+AL RECTIFIER)

FOR CHARGING iL.T. ACCUMULATORS AT HOME
FROM ALTERNATING CURRENT MAINS.

PRICE 55/-

1) Will charge your accumulator at home at negligible cost.

2) Eliminates the possibility of discharged and sulphated accumulators.
3) Eliminates the inconvenience of taking accumulators to be charged.
4) Is silent and safe in operation.

5) Costs nothing for upkeep.

6) Can be used at any time the, set is not in operation.

7) Cannot charge accumulator above the specified rate.

FERRANT! LTD. HOLLINWOOD. LANCASHIRE.
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great
favourite o

HE tremendous demand for the

PYE Anti-Microphonic Valve
Holder has compelled us to greatly
extend our plant for their pro-
duction. . That in turn has enabled
us to reduce the price. .
The prices of these accurate, well-sprung,
finely made components now are :—

0 » No. 940 Anti-Micraphonic

PYE Valve Holl;icr wit},: solder-

ing tags, but without ter-

minals ... ... .. v 1!Qeca.

“PYE” No. 940 T Anti-Micro-
phonic Valvz Holder with

terminals (as illustrated) 2/= ea.

Stocked by all first-class dealers. 1€ you
experience difficulty please write to wus.
lilustrated lists free.

"W. G. PYE & CO.
Granta Weorks, CAMBRIDGE, Eng.

—

oV

‘701’ the
Cossor
Melody
Maker

7z
(

REDFERN’S

NEW SIZE

EBONITE LOW LOSS
COIL FORMER

7" LONG 4’ OUTSIDE DIAMETER
Your Dealer can supply you

Insist on Redferns - British & Tested
REDFERNS RUBBER WORKS LIMITED, HYDE, CHESHIRF

AN

Make your set distinctive by fitting Beliing-Lee Terminals. Recom-
mended and used by all the leading radio experts, and by manu-
facturers of the best battery eliminators, the Belling-Lee patented
terminal has long since proved itself to be the best-designed terminal
for Radio. Following are a few of its unique advantages:

Insulated Non-Rotating engraved top.
Hichly-finished screw-action insulated head.
Non-threaded stem and cross-hole.
ips a spade or pim terminal, or flex.
Shielded metal clamping faces.
Highly-finished insulated collar.
Metal parts nickelled _
Transverse slot with clamping nut eliminating soldering.

Prices : Type “ B”—Slandard large insulated and guaranteed model,
(Polished black bakelite} 9d. each.

Type * M —As type “ B* but smaller, and with only the engraved
top insulated.  Rest nickel-plated brass. 6d. each.

Made with 30 different engravings.
Send for altractive illustrated brockure,

TERMINALS

| NEW 72-PAGE CATALOGUE
Now Ready

Belling & Lee, Ltd., Queensway Works, Ponders End Middlesex.

Solid Mahogany Cabinet

»
Tke Worlds E’la.n;l {{_enc}é—{g}lisht\z{;!“sal‘i\n =
9 nish, hinged hds. 1l take

BeSt Storles any set or panel up to 19” ary
10°, and battery compartment T~

19” long, 11”7 high, and 127
1deep. he overall size 1s
34" high, 22" wide, 14" deep.

Delivered frec
England & Wales.

56/-

Scotland 2°6 extra.
ralc 5/- extra, returnable.

— F.DIGBY, 9, Banbury Rd.
== SouthHackney, E.9, Phone : Clissold 5458
== Let us quote for gour own design. =

WET H.T. BATTERIES -

Solve all B.T. troubles.
SELF-CHARGING SILENT,ECONOMICAL |
JARS (waxed) 2}” X M} 3. 1f3 doz|
Zincs New type. 11d. doz RACS 1/? doz |
Sample doz. {18 volts), complete with
bands and clectrolyte, 4/3, post Sd.
| Sample  unik, 6d. 16-page bhooklep
] frce. Bargain lst free.
AMPLIFIERS : 1-Valve 193, 2-Valve #s,
1 2-Valve All-Station 8st £4.

% C. TAYLOR, 57, Studley Rd.,
Stockwell, London. ]

An Argosy story is always

a good story. The policy

of this brilliant magazine

is to print only those

stories which are indis-
utabk_v great, and written
y t

he  acknowledged d‘
master writers of the past =
and the present day,
anro e ||V Qg SAVEL &

CHRISTMAS 1000 BARGAINS

Are listed and hundreds illustrated 'in our

ELECTRADIX RADIOS
7 Iy : LE
Now on Sale - I/6 218, Upper Thames 8t., London, E.C.4.
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Chats at the Work-Tabie—conﬁnued

the p‘ll‘tlt on \\,he , frrished. “Half an
inch from tlie- bottow scribe ‘the live
EF. "~ With the tin sheéars cut from
- BtoE, from D to G, and from F to G.
Drill the holes for the’ fixing -sorews ;
and 4 B.A, bolts, as shown in Fig. 4.
Make also any other holes that may
be required for insulating bushes or
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possibly for mounting a four-electrode
_ The method of making this
latter. hole will be -described in a

" moment.

"Now turn up the horizontal flap
along the, line. EG by means’ of the
bhapmg block and mallet-so that lt

" assumes the position seen in Fig.
With the block and mallet again bend
the metal along the lines AB and
CD." The pnrtition is now rcady to

" be fixed in position.

For making large holes in screens

I can recommend the handy little
" tool shown in Fig. 6, which costs only
- eighteen pence. Mark the centre of

the hole, lay the sheet on a thick
block of wood, and drill through the
metal, and deeply into the wood with

a i-n. drill. Now fix a piece of }-in.

round rod into the cutter and insert
this into the chuck of the hand or
bench dnll:

No Valve Holders Required

Put the rod into the hole made
through the metal, and bring the
cutter to bear. = Fig. 7 shows an.
effective way of mountm(f one of the
screened-grid valves. A liole of suit-
able “size having been made in the
partition, a piece of copper sheet,
1} in. in width, is rolled round a tool
handle or a picce of wood of suitable
diameter so as to form a tube into
which the valve will just slide. This
is thrust into the hole made in the
partition, and is soldered as shown

< m-Fig. 7. i

The valve is placed in the tube and
is held firmly in position by means of
stout rubber bands placed round it
just_in front of each of the caps:

== -

-No valve holders are required with
-this - kind ~of- mounting.” Instead,
Lisenin _sockets .may be used, the
leads being clamped ‘between the two
-nuts with which each is provided.
*-Figs. 8,°9,"and 10 show the way in

which complete screening -may be,

done. Fig. 8 shows only two compart-
ments, but the design is adaptable
to include as many as may be ra-
quired.
flaps are made from a single piece of
sheet metal of suitable dimensions.

| Completmg the Screen

When this has been shaped it is
placed inside the upturned rim of the
bottom piege and the joint between the
two is soldered for its whole length.
The layout of the bottom piece is
given in Fig. 9. The scribed lines are
made about § in. from each edge, the
squares at the corners (shown shaded
in the drawing) being cut out with the
tin shears.” The lid is made in exactly

-the same way.

The back consists of a simple flat
piece which is eventually soldered to
the rear flaps of the sides and of the
partitions. This job, however, should
not be undertaken until the greater

The front, sides, and ‘rear.
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part of the construction of the set

_ has been finished. The wax in which

the partitions are made is shown in
Fig. 10. Secribed lines are made about
1! in. from the sides and bottom of a
piece of metal cut to suitable size.
The shaded portions are cut out
and the sheet is then bent to the shape
shown in Fig. 8. Tach partition is
soldered to the front and bottom of the
complete shield, and eventuwally a
back piece is soldered to its rear flap.

Riveting
It -is quite possible to make com-
plete screens_on_the lines described
from sheet. afmmnmm though, as
‘previously:” ﬂ:\entnoned thc joints in
them cainot bé soldered. A very gaod
233

job can, however, be made by using
sinall aluminium rivets instead  of
soldering. These are obtainable from
most tool shops or metal shops, and
they are sold by the pound...

The price charged may at’ ﬁrst sight
seem- rather high, but it must. be
remembered that aluminium is an
extremely light metal, and. that a
very large number of these little rivets
go even to the ounce. If riveting is
dec.xded upon, do not make the Lioles
for the rivets too large. It is best to
discover by means of the drill plate
what size of drill will make holes that
are a good fit for them and to use that.

To burr over the ends of the rivets
use a light hammer—=a’ four-ounce is
quite heavy enongh—of the ball-pane
type, and remember that many light
taps are much more effective th‘xn a
few heavy blows. If riveting is care-
fully done quite good screening will
be obtained, though screens made in
this way are not so completely effec-
tive as those constructed of copper
with every possible seam soldered.

To Avoid Mistakes

It is by no means a bad plan when
designing a completely screened re-
ceiving set to ‘make up full-sized
cardboard patterns of the parts that
will afterwards be made from sheet
metal. The exact dimensions of the

" portions to beeut away can thus be

determined without any: possibility
of error and the positions of all holes
required _can _be located.

Drilling should always be done
before sjiapmg is taken in hand if &
really nood and well-finished job is
desired.  The cardboard . patterns
enable this to be done, and if, once
made and used, the) are. put uafelv
away they \ull save a \er) grc’tb
deal of timé and trouble if a screening
job is underta,l\en at somé futurc tnne
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EVERY accumulator user is- not
aware that the liquid he knows
by the polite name of * electro-
lyte ” is merely a diluted form of the
vitriol that some people, before the
enlightening days of wireless, were in
the habit of throwing at one another
as-a means of permanently recording
their affection. Even in the com-
paratively weak form used in ac-
cumulators it is decidedly unpleasant
to get a drop of the liquid into a cut
or scratch, Moreover, when using a
hydrometer it is quite difficult to
prevent drips from falling around
where they may do harm. Further-
more, superfluous liquid may lie on
top of the accumulator itself and cause
corrosion to terminals.

X
'

o4

To prevent acid from
dropping on to car-
pets, cte., the whole
gadget is mounted
over a jam jar, so
that there is no dan-
ger of damage being
dane by stray drops
of the elcetrolyte.

ot
e
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The little gadget illustrated in this
article will save much trouble. With
the addition of the little wooden clip
it has proved still more serviceable, as
with 1ts aid it becomes possible to
leave the tester inserted into the
accumulator during the whole charg-

ing period, without the necessity of |}

lifting it in and out every time one
wants to take a reading.

Few Materials Required

The materials required are few. A.

piece of stiff wire, about 20 or 30 in.
long, 2 or 3 in. of metal tube that
will accommodate the same, odd
scraps of three-ply wood for the clip,
a couple of spring clothes pegs, and
a glass jar complete tho list, except

A GOOD GADGET FOR HOME CHARGING

Some straightforward details for making a simple time- and ‘trouble-saver.

By D. CHARLES.

for a few screws and seccotine for
fixing together the parts of the clip.
The loop at the lower end of the
"wire is required to grip around the
neck of the jam jar. In order to
provide a good springy clip it is
desirable to bend the wire around
something smaller than the jar it is
-destined to fit. It is by no means easy
to get a good circle starting right on
the end of the wire, but if bent well
round  the mandrel with a little
overlap, the little straight end can
be nipped off afterwards. A sharp
right-angle bend is then taken in the
length of the wire directly away from
this loop, and with a pair of round-
nosed pliers the wire is curved so as
to clear the lip of the jar. From this
point it travels straight upwards.

Arranging the Height

It is necessary at this stage to
place the jam jar alongside the
accumulator and to hold the hydro-
meter therein in the usual position
for taking tests, with the end of the
rubber tube well below the surface
of the electrolyte. It will now be quite
clear at what height upon the vertical
wire the upper loop should be made.
There is no particular need to bend
this loop in the form shown in the
photograph, for it can be made a
complete circle unless there is a

Some lengths of stiff weire and a
couple of spring clothes pegs
are the main matervials required | |
to make this ingeniows hydros -
meter holder,

requiring the
.hydrometer at frequent intervals.for
testing other sizes of accumulator.

The upright is nipped in half, and

likelihood - of your

the little length of tube pushed on to
234
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the lower piece. In the case of my
own gadget the wire and the tube
were such a very good fit that one or
two pinches with the cutting portion
of the pliers served to clinch the two
firmly together.

Simple in Operation

Those who prefer soldering, how-
ever, can very quickly make a
still more secure job. The upper
half of the wire, being then dropped
into the upright projecting tube,
18 free to swivel round ecither over
the jar when not in use, or into
the accumulator for testing purposes.
The little play that there is sure to
be around the neck of the jam jar

. allows the wire to swing just suffi-

ciently out of the upright to hang in
the correct position in either case.
As soon as one has made the
preliminary reading to sec how the
accumulator stands at the beginning
of the charge, the wooden clip is
pressed over the knob of the hydro-
meter, forcing the electrolyte back
into the accumulator. For successive
observations all that it is necessary
to do is to give the clip a squeeze,
this releasing the bulb and giving
a further reading. Releasing the clip
squeezes, the solution back again as
before. It will be immediately

realised how much quicker, as well

“as how much cleaner, it is to be able to

keep the tester in sight throughout
the charge. On completion the
gadget is swung round so that the
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Here we are again—the ghostly
violinist, the man smoking the
same old pipe in the same armchair,
you’ve seen it all before, of course
you have, but here’s the difference,
you've never heard anything like
the Ormond. No—never !!

Such natural tone, such marvellous
distinctness with complete absence
of discordance. Of course it’s
different, different design, different
driving unit, different cone. That
is why listening in with the Ormond
reallycreates theillusion of actually
hearing the artist in the room.

- ORMOND
“IDEAL”
£3-3-0

as specified in the Cossor .~
Melody Maker for perfect
reproduction,

ALE but—-

Tue WireLess CoNsTRUCTOR

Let us send you particulars and
arrange a demonstration. You know the
common faults of loud-speakers, sec the
Ormond 1n its handsome Jacobean

oak cabinet, hear it and then judge

if the Ormond could be bettered on

PERFORMANCE,
APPEARANCE AND PRICE.

199-205 PENTONVILLE RD.,,
KING'S CROSS, LONDON, N.1

Telephone : Clerkenwel! 9344 5-6.

Telegrams : * Ormondengi, Kincross.”
Factories : WHISKIN STREET AND HARDWICK

STREET, CLERKENWELL, E.C4

Wholesale Distributors: F A. HUGHES & CO.,
LIMITED, 204-206 Great Portland Street, London, W.1
Continental Agents : Messrs. Pettizrew and Merri-
man, Ltd,, “ Phonos House,” 2 and 4 Bucknall Street,

New Oxford Street, W.C.1
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to every amateur.
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A FULL SIZE
BLUE PRINT
FREE

W\ WITH EVERY
'\ ISSUE.

)

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS DOUBLE NUMBER

NOW ON SALE Price 1/6

THE VIKING IV.

WITH FULL-SIZE BLUE PRINT.
® ©

THIS YEAR’S SOLODYNE.

First details of a New Solodyne Set. Special and exclusive arrange- g
ments with Mr. John Scott-Taggart, AM.LE.E., F.Inst.P., have been g
made for the publication of details about a New Solodyne Set. g

Dozens of other fine features also appear in the “MODERN
WIRELESS” CHRISTMAS NUMBER—features which will appeal

Purchase your copy NOW and avoid disappointment.
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A Good Gadget for Home Charging—continded

rubber tube drips into the jar, and
one takes off the clip so as not to
deform the ball during storage.
There is very little that can be
said in amplification of the illus-
trations to assist the reader in con-
structing this very simple clip. There
is just this point, however, that the
wood of which thé spring pegs are
made is very liable to split easily,
and the holes for screwing them to
the bits of three-ply should be
carefully done with a sharp bradawl
or a fine drill. Two clips are used
because the spring of one is not
sufficiently strong to keep the bulb

[
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The hydrometer can be left in position
during the process of charging. To take
a reading all that is necessary is to
compress the elip, which rcleases the
bulb and ellows the glass tube to fill.

of the syringe deflated during the
charging process. When not in use
these clips can be hung on the little
hook which is to be noticed on the
upper end of the wire support, by
means of a loop of thin wire run
through the springs.

Just about the time that I had
completed this gadget an inquisitive

friend picked up the hydrometer,

withdrew the rubber stopper, and
allowed the little float to drop to the
floor. On my way home the next
evening I bought a new float, with
little pips of glass blown on to the

outside so as to prevent it sticking
to the inside of the syringe .tube.
When I came to insert the float into
the tube, these little projections
proved to be over-size, and engaged in

various curvatures in the outer glass

tube so that it would not float
properly. Not wishing to wait a
further day, I selected a flat, smooth
file, and, getting a large basin of
water, 1 submerged the float and
filed the little protuberances in the
manner which I have illustrated by
the fourth photograph. The submer-
sion has- the effect of deadening
vibration from the filing, which, if
done in the air, might split the glass.
Under water the filing process is
quite smooth, just as though one were
filing a piece of metal.

"‘********3"%**"**:“* e

i FROM OUR READERS 3:
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The “Signal Box”

-Sir,—Having been for the last four
years a regular reader of the Wire-
LESS CoNSTRUCTOR, I ain going to
sing the praises of the *“ Signal Box,”
full details of which appear in the
May issue of the .CoNSTRUCTOR.
After having built many other of
Mr. Harris® sets, I have no hesitation
in stating that the ““ Signal Box ” is
by far the best receiver I have ever

*

-beard, and, considering I've tried out

a large number, it must be good. For

three valves it has, in my opinion,

no equal.

My aerial is 35 feet 7/22 single wire
L inverted, only 3 ft. above roof, and
clean along the roof, although 40 ft.
high is really only 3 ft., I consider,
from earth. (I may be wrong here,
but I do not call it high when earthed
bodies are below it the whole length.)

Well, to name all stations tuned
would fill a column, but Berlin,

Moscow, Rome, . Madrid, Glasgow,
Cardifi, Langenberg, = Dortmund,

Brussels, and a couple of dozen other

continentals are sufficient to show its’

range. I get several regularly on
speaker especially Frankfurt-on-Main
and Langenberg. And for selectivity
—well, 1 live a few miles direct

from 2 L O, I am backed by Clapham .

Junction station and its electric trains,

which I do not have any difficulty

wn cutting out by using C.A.T. con-
237

denser. I can tune out London at
this distance, and receive Bourne-
mouth on speaker with not the
slightest sound of London. Cardift
I consider is a test for any set at this
distance from 2 L O, but I can tune in
Cardiff by using C.A.T., and, as to
quality of reproduction, this is really
where it excels. It is to my mind the
living artiste one hears when listen-
ing. I use a cone speaker.

Wishing Mr. Harris and ConsTrUC-
TOR the best of luck.

C. MISELDINE.
Battersea, S.W.11.

Should it be necessary to file the glass
float, this should be done under watcr
in the manner shown above.

A Queer Fault

S1r,—Many thanks to the WIRELESS
ConsTrUCTOR and the correspondent
who wrote ‘‘ The Queerest Fault
Ever.” After testing all my con-
densers, fixed and variable, H.T.
batteries and L.T., also transformers,
thinking I could stop the distortion
which I have been getting the last
month, I was still ¢ out of luck.”

But when reading the article the
good correspondent w10te it brought
my attention to my 1"—pomt switch,
which I found was causing the trouble.

The insulating washer was cracked,
so with repairing the same the results
‘were fine.

Yours truly,
J. B. Howagp,

Bolton.

Good Single-Valver

Sir,—I feel compelled to write and
express my appreciation of “ A High-
efficiency Single-Valver” in your
April number. The range and tone
(i.e.—distance range) are truly re-
markable.

Every success to your magazine.

Yours truly,

Nottingham. Rospt. E. JamEes.
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Excellent Meters

FROM Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd.,of Man-
chester, well known in wireless
circles for their low-frequency
transformers, we have received a
range of meters designed for the use
of all set owners and experimenters.
The meters are made in two forms—
the “ flush ” type with back connec-
tions, and the * portable " for use on
the table. The general appearance,
finish, and the performance of these
meters are exceptionally good.

The actual instruments submitted
to us for test were as follows: A 0 to
15-milliampere moving—coil milliam-
meter, flush type; a O to 15-milli-
ampere, 0 to 75 and 0 to 150-volt,

The Ferranti poriable combinalion
mefter.

three-range instrument of the flush
type with switch; a 0 to 30-milli-
ampere, 7-5 and 150-volt, three-range
portable instrument ; and a 0 to 10, 0
to 50, and O to 150 voltmeter.

A Safety Fuse
On testing these instruments two
features impressed us at once. The
first is the fitting of a fuse, which
safeguards the windings in case of

accident or careless handling. An .

extra fuse is supplied with each
instrument, and further fuses are
obtainable at the very low price of
6d. each! Even the most careful of
us occasionally make mistakes and
with a double or triple-range instru-
ment it is very easy to connect the
high-tension battery to the low-

tension terminals. Indeed, this test
was applied to one of the triple-range
instruments, and the fuse replaced
with the greatest ease. This is a
most  valuable feature and will
commend itself particularly to over-
seas readers who, when using an

instrument without such a device, -

may be put to inconvenience and loss
loss of time when sending it for repair.

“Dead Beat” Movement

The second feature which com-
mended itself to us was the ““ dead
beat ” movement, making it possible
to take a number of accurate readings
within a very short space of time.
The accuracy of the meters, tested
against our laboratory standards, was
excellent on all types and the makers
claim that the series has a guaranteed

_]llllIIIIIIlIIIIIIIllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 1
A MONTHLY REVIEW OF
TESTED APPARATUS.
(NOTE: All apparatus reviewed
in this section each month has
been tested in the Editor’s private

laboratory, under his own personal
supervision,)

T T T TR T T T T

accuracy of one per cent. The volt-
meters are available in t1wo types,
having resistances respectively of 200
ohms and 1,000 ohms per volt. The
1,000 per volt type are special instru-
ments for checking high-tension elim-
inators or mains units, where the
ordinary type of voltmeter is useless.
The ordinary range of voltmeter with
200 obms per volt is a very useful
instrument for battery testing and will

'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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not give a false high-tension battery |

reading through too high a current
consumptxon

The prices of all of these meters
are exceptionally low for high-grade
instruments. Take, for example, the
0 to 7-milliampere, 0 to 7-5-volt and
0 to 150-volt three-range portable
instrument with switch. Here is a
general-utility meter by which the
experimenter can check - the high-
tension consumption of his set, and
high-tension and low-tension voltages.

238

Three separate meters of comparable
quality would cost a good deal of
money, but the price of the combined
instrument is only £2 7s. 6d. The
0 to 15-milliamp., 0 to 7-5-volt and
0 to 150-volt, three-range flush type
instrument with switch is the same
price, and the 0 to 15-milliampere

ae
A good investinent—the Fervanti flush-
mounting meter,

flush-type, 30s. We congratulate
Messrs. Ferranti for making available
such a useful range of meters at such
reasonable prices.

Useful Plug Sockets

From the Brownie Wireless Co.
of Great Britain, Ltd., we have
received a sample of the Brownie

vq fl
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A useful ’pl xt ion ket.

Tag Socket, a small moulded device
which ean be screwed on to a table
or cabinet with one fixing screw. The
general appearance of the sccket can



January, 1928

..phl.-.njl“'

For All Wireless Jobs

To get the best results from your
wireless set you need every fixture
absolutely secure and free from
vibration. The only way to do
this 1s by using Rawlplusgs.
Rawlplugs will fix your aerial so that
you need have no fear of it kteing
blown down, while switches which
are continually in use must be fixed
with Rawlplugs, or they are likely to
pull out at any time. Quite apart
from wireless fixing jobs there are
scores of articles in every home which
must be fixed securely and neatly.
Only the Rawlplug method will
ensure a permanent fixture to
walls of any material—plaster,
brick, concrete, tiles, etc.

Rawlplug Outfits are available at

1/6, 3/6 or 5/6.

THE RAWLPLUG CO., LTD.,
Cromwell Rd, London, S.W.7.

From lronmongers. Electricians
& Wireless Dealers Everywhere.

—

HYPR
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The Zenithel Qualr'y

LONGEsT BY HTI;‘@

No other Condenser in Europe has such
low leakage as Hydra. * Spark” of
the “Manchester Evening Chronicle ”
loaded two of our 4-mfd. condensers and
after 10 hours got a spark out of one
and rather a severe shock out of
another—an unrivalled record. ~ And in
Hydra unquestionable quality is bought
at the lowest price.

Retail Prices, Tested on 500 volts.

D.C.:
1 mfd. 2/6 2 mfd. 3/6 4 mfd. 53

Retail Prices, Tested on 750 volts D.C., equal to

500 volts A.C
1 mfd. 3/-

2 mfd. 4/- 4 mfd. 6/9

Inquire for prices of Condensers tested at 1,000, 2,000,
4,000 and 6,000 volts D.C.

LOUIS HOLZMAN,
34, Kingsway, London, W.C.2,

Telephone—HOLBORN 6209.
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Regulatibn
of voltage
by means of

WESTON

Instruments
gives improved
reception

To obtain maximum results from your receiver
you must be sure that the H.T., L.T. and
G.B. voltages are regulated correctly. Foran
exact measurement of these variable voltages
use a Weston Pin-Jack Voltmeter with high-
range stand. Only the Weston standard of
accuracy and reliability is sufficiently fine to
be of any use for such measurements.

The Weston free booklet “Radio Control” explains
the necessity for accurate electricalcontrol of yourradio

receiver and gives much helpful advice. Let us have
your name and address.

MODEL 506 Pin-Jack Voltmeter complete with
high range stand and testing cables £2:10:0

- WESTON

STANDARD THE WORLD OVER

Pioneers since 1888

Weston Electrical Instrument Co. Led.
15, Gt. Saffron Hili,

|

A

London, E.C. 1
L_...-_- - A
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ALL these Annuals are packed with the jolliest
B 0K ARE THE stories, pictures, jokes, puzzles, riddles,

games and coloured plates. They are full book

i ' size and strongly bound. They are cheaper than the
BEST GIFTS : average toy and more durable. Moreover, they

outlive toys in interest. Each book will give pleasure

e

for many months to come. Remember the names
Here are the Best Books when you go shopping, or, better still, take this
for Children of All Ages advertisement with you.

T

. -rn;z GREYFRIARS
HOLIDA
28 ANN 1928

© FOR BOYS AND O

Adventure! Athletics! School!

For boys and girls “of school For every boy! “* How-to- 832 pages of aplendid reading

a{e, (eamr;ng hsnb:ogf scho%lboy 6," A bookho&bshmng talea for 6" {nnked" ?r'tlwlgs hvu;:ly filus- 6,- n:jr b(:n Stor;:sa olqcsoxlm%l;t m:)dlZ’G
characters from m’s rey- every schoolboy rated wit otogra , elo. adventure a

friars and Rookwood Schools, D€t not L net articles on hobbies, eto. et

THE

scnool, FRIEND

ANNUAL

TISH |
lRLS w
NUAL | |

""vBRl

i tort 1] hool Packed with entertainlng Thrilling ~stories of schoo Stoncs of school life, sport
lli:;’et.hl;adller;:'tur:ort:;stg TY. scem 4’6 stories and articles whiclkr wili 6," sport, mystery, and adventure. 5,-' and adventure, and entertain- 5’-
for ‘schoolgirls of all ages, Det, delight every schoolgirl, net tslel““ and  entertaining .. ing and useful articles. =

articles.

PLAY BOX

" ANNUAL

n nd For kiddies up to 8 vears old. For children from 5 to Features the Bunty Boys from
{::ui‘l;icnk%e:h:ngrgzhelpog:p:lar 3’6 Bright stories and dainty verﬂe 5’6 Pictores and stories of TlBer 6’- !!w well-kp.own weekly paper, 5,6
characters from the Iamous t an a profusion of Tim and the Bruin Boys. - Bubblea, A
picture paper, ‘* The Rainbow,’* D€ pictures,

240
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] Whét;s | Néw—continued

be gathered from the accompanying
photograph. Underneath are two
terminals to which leads from the
set are attached, while four holes at
the side of the moulding enable two
pairs of telephone or loud-speaker tags
to be inserted as required. It is, of
course, a very simple matter to place
one of these tag sockets in each room,
or in each point where it is required
to use wireless, when plugging in
telephones or loud speaker will auto-
matically connect the set, the tele-
phones or loud speakers being con-
nected -in parallel.

For Quick Comparisons

The experimenter will find these
sockets very useful for general work,
as in many cases they can replace
change-over switches. Several have
been fitted up in the laboratory and,
in “particular,” one pair is used as
follows: (Details are given as the
idea” ‘may appeal to many home
constructors.) A pair of sockets is
screwed on a board, side by side, and
a pair of leads from the loud-speaker
terminals of the main set (which is
permanently. tuned to the local
station) are made to terminate In a
pair of Clix pin_tags, which exactly
fit these Brownie sockets. Two or
three different loud speakers have
these leads similarly finished off with
the Clix tags, while a length of twin
lead has attached at one end a pair of

one can fit several without feeling
very extravagant about it |

A New R.C. Unit
The Mullard Wireless Service Co.,
Ltd., have sent us a specimen of the
new Mullard P.M. Resistance Capacity
It is a well-made and neatly

Unit.

An efficient R.C. unit mnade by the
Mullard Wireless Service Co.. Lid.

finished device, designed for use with
the modern high-impedance R.C.
valve. The appearance of the unit
can be gathered from the accompany-
ing photograph, and detailed measure-
ment in the laboratory showed that
the values of the anode resistance,

spade terminals -for connection to
any set ; at the other end it is finished
with a pair of pin tags. When it is
desired to compare loud speakers on a
set or sets on a loud speaker, it is a
very simple matter to insert or
withdraw the pair of tags from the
spring eclips, the time taken being
scarcely longer than required to throw
over a D.P.D.T. switch. The tag
sockets cost only 1s. 3d. each, so that

The triple-sereened
coil unit made by
the Lewcos people
is specially
designed for
use in Solo-
dyne 1re-
ecicers.

grid leak and coupling condenser
have been carefully chosen to give
good amplification and reproduction.
A useful feature is the incorporation
of means to prevent high-frequency
getting through to the low-frequency
side. The method used is certainly a
sound and effective one and consists

in placing a high resistance in series .,

soldering lugs and terminals of

. generous size are provided for easy

connection to the set. After the usual
laboratory tests, -etc., the unit was
incorporated in a set and submitted
to a practical test of working on
signals. The amplification and purity
of reproduction were up to a very high

standard, and the unit can be
thoroughly recommended to all
readers.

A Handy Fixed Resistor

Messrs. Dubilier’s have submitted
fon test and report a sample of their
new fixed resistor, which is very
ingeniously made and of the same size
as their standard grid-leak, so that the
standard grid-leak holder can be used
as a fixed-resistor holder. The fixed
resistors are obtainable in all the
usual values, and are particularly

The Dubilier fized resistor is the same
size as the grid-leak, so the holder of

the latter can be used as a fixed-resistor
holder.

neat and compact. -They are, of
course, distinctively labelled, which
prevents the user falling into the error
of using a fixed resistor instead of a
grid leak and vice versa !

A Triple-Coil Arrangement

The accompainying photograph
shows the Triple Screened Coil Unit
now obtainable from The London
Electric Wire Co. (makers of the
Lewcos components) for use in sets
of the Solodyne type. The particular
feature of this arrangement is that
both the 250 to 550 and the 1,000 to
2,000-metre coils are incorporated in
each screen, a simple switch operated
from the front of the set changing
over all three at once from the short
to the long waves. In addition, the
three coils have been very carefully
matched so that no difficulty will be
experienced when using this unit with
triple-ganged condensers.

While the unit submitted to s was
of the split-primary type, we under-
stand that sets of three of any of the
standard windings are obtainable.
The size of the unit is such that it is
readily interchangeable with the exist-
ing screens in the Solodyne. Thus
readers who may wish to add to the

with the grid lead, as frequently | convenience of this set can easily make

recommended in this journal. - Sound
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WHAT'S NEW

—continued from page 241

A Good Choke

We have received for test a sample
of the Magnum radio-frequency choke
manufactured by Messrs. Burne-
Jones & Co., Ltd. The general make-
up of this choke is of the popular

“ pyramid ” type, with a number of
sections. A'radio-frequency choke to
‘be useful must work satisfactorily on
both the ordinary band up to 600
metres and on the longer wave-band
from 1,000 to 2,000 metres.  Most
chokes are quite satisfactory on the
short wave-band, but a number tested
in this laboratory have failed om the
Daventry band. Many have just
scraped through the test by choking
satisfactorily up to Radio-Paris and
refusing to function above. The
Magnum choke proved to be quite
satisfactory up to well above the
2,500-metre mark and is perfectly
satisfactory for the ordinary broad-
cast band and for the Daventry range.

A Useful Former and Base

Many home constructors like to
wind their own coils ; indeed, there is
an appreciable saving by so doing.

Catering for this public, the makers of | valve of 3,000 ohms resistance and a

the Ebonart panels are supplying-the

Ebonart six- pin coil former and base.
The former is cut from a good grade |

of ebounite and is provided with ribs
and six pins which fit into" the base
provided: The six pins are not of the
standard ‘‘ southern eross’’ spacing,
but of a wider spacing than this—no
disadvantage from the electrical point
of view although not complying with
the standard. The appearance of the
former and base can be gathered
from the photograph, and the com-
ponent can be thoroughly . recom-
mended to all our readers.

A Sound Filter Choke

Iron-core chokes are becoming
more and more popular among experi-
menters, particularly for use in output
filters. It is not generally realised
that there are two distinct advantages
in using an output filter. First, and
generally known, is the fact that the
anode current of the last valve is kept
out of the loud-speaker windings, thus
enabling the loud speaker to handle
stronger signals without overloading.
The second advantage, which really is
more important, is that it is possible
to make the D.C. resistance of the
filter much lower than that of the loud
speaker. For example, with an output
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loud - speaker of 3,000 ohms D.C.
resistance, the actual volfage applied
to the p]ate of the last valve is just
half the battery figure. If the filter
used has a D.C. resistance of “only,
say, 200 ohms, fifteen-sixteenths of
the voltage will be applied to the
valve. . llessrs. R.I.-Varley, Ltd., are
now marketing an excellent choke
which has an iron core of adequate
size to avoid the saturation which
occurs in some of the smaller chokes
and with a very low D.C. resistance.
This choke can be obtained in several
values, the most useful value being
about 30 henries.

Ingenious Coils and Mountings

The Formo Company are now pro-
ducing a new line of, coils in_which
the insulating material is reduced to a
minimum, the wire being wound on
extremely thin celluloid, which, by a

- special process, is made to form a

“binder.” Thus, while the coil ap-
pears to be self-supporting a closer
examination shows: that transparent
celluloid is giving the necessary
rigidity. The coils made are in the
usual conventional windings, but a
special and very ingenious holder has
been prepared corresponding with the
contacts on the coil base.

component
especially

an essential
construction
where keen sensitivity and selec-

Now
in set

tivity is desired. A complete
H.F. stage can be fitted in the

PRICES::

LIST 1060. Copper Screcnmg Box with
detach lid - 2/6

LIST 1061. Copper Saecnmg Uml with
following components mounted on baseboard—
| Neutralising Condenser, 1 Vibra Valve-
Holder ,} Magnum Calibrated Rheoslat i
Magnum 6-Pin Base . 50

THE MAGNUM H.F. CHOKE

‘Remarkable success has attended * this com-
ponent. It produces the maximum results on a
wide wave-length band from 150 to 3,000 metres.
Both High Inductance and Low Sel] Capacity
are pronounced properties. You can’t buy a
better H.F. Choke either for per/mm- 7/6

ance gr ue. Price

el
Sifs

MAGNUN

SQUARE
SCREENING
BOX

As used in
THE **STRAIGHT LINE FOUR”

box, enabling it to be completely
isolated from all the other stages.
Made like all Burne-Jones “ Mag-
num’’ components—with exacting
thoroughness and practicability.

TN SRR

BURNEJONES

wiige S GO LTD,., e
MAGNUM MOUSE

TELEPHONE : MOP G257

288,B0ROUGH HIGH ST.
LONDON. S.E.I

% ‘"gI‘

1

as required,

is purchased together Marconi Royaltics at
the rate of 12s. 6d. per valve holder arc pay-

a

Components supplied for all constructional sets
described in this issue.

Send stamp for 36-page catalogue containing full

€

Screen Receivers and bigh-grade components.

Construct the

“SHORT-WAVE THREE”

AS DESCRIBED IN THIS ISSUE
By Mr. PERCY W. HARRIS:

Mahogany Cabinet, with £ s.
g-in. Baseboard .. .. 1 10

Ebonite Panel, 16" X 8”7 X
1%, ready drilted.. ..

Set Aero Short-wave Coils

Aero H.F. Choke ..

J.B. Slow-motion Con-
densers, ‘00035 .. ..

Brandes L.F. Trans-
former 3

Mullard R.C. Umt i

Benjamin Valve Holders

M.H.-0002 Condenser and
Base ..

Dubilier 4- meg “Leak and
Base .

Magnum Termmal Panel
with 12 Terminals ;.

Magnum Resistors and

=]

Qe oo ® o O O o000 © W O

10
12

oNnvo

Bases ..
Lissen Potentiometer
Lotus D.C. Jack
Lotus Plug s e
Connecting Wire and

Spade Tags b A S (11 5 ]

OO0 © © ©O OO m

Any of the above parts supplied scparately

NoTE.—Where a complete set of components

ble:

onstructional particulars of a range of Magnum
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- C. E. PRECISION H.F. CHOKE .
H inimum self-capacity and a sma

~ K €§E$£SI}QSLSESATING ex:::.ran;?z,e‘ldt’ The Standard model covers

Aoy nd oo, + e e g g,

Price 2/- eac Short Wave 7/- cach,

C. EDE & CO., LTD., BYFLEET, SURREY

Manufacturers of

C. E. PRECISION RADIO COMPONENTS
AND BROADCAST RECEIVERS

WRITE FOR LIST OF COMPONENTS
AND CIRCUIT DIAGRAM OF THE

“ORCHESTRAL
THREE”

The Receiver that sels the Standard of
Perfection

C.E. PRECISION WIRE-WOUND
ANODE RESISTANCE.

The wire used is specially made and costs

£15 a pound. Each value is absolutely

constant.
20,000 to 50,000 ohms 39, 60,000 to
100,000 ohms 4/9. 150,000 to 200,000
ohms T/-. 250,000 ohms 8/-. 500,000
ohms 15/-. Clips and Base 1/3 extra.
ther values to order.

C. E. PRECISION
RHEOSTAT

The resistance remains constant
always and the smoothness of
control is a noteworthy feature.

2/9 «© 3/9

FREE

GAMBRELL NEUTROVERNIA

For selective circuits there is no neutrodvne condenser that has
as many good points as the ‘“ Gambrell Neutrovernia.’”” It can
be used as a balancing condenser, for capacity reaction control
or as a vernier condenser.

| Tt has a capacity range of approx. 2/38 m/mfds., is all enclosed,
dust and damp-proof, will not short, gives a proportional capacity
increase or decrease by each turn of the knob, which merely
rotates. Can be mounted three ways: on baseboard, on panel, or
through panel. In appearance and performance therc

is no better neutrodyne condenser than the ‘* Gambrell 5/ 6
Neutrovernia.” PRICE

GAMBRELL CENTRE.-TAPPED COILS AND HOLDER

Universal Coils —use not being
limited to centre-tapped circuits,
fit any standard socket, easily

AN INTERESTING BOOKLET:
(G.F.13/D), describing the high-
efficiency radio components which
are used in every circuit'of merit,
will be sent free on application.
Be sure to ask for booklets

G.F.13/D.

interchangeable, and occupy
minimum baseboard space.
Approz, No.
Size. Price. of Turns.
e a2 4/10 18
2 4/10 25
A S5/
Bl 5/3 4
B 5/6 50
C 5/9 75
D 6/3 100
El 6/9 150
E 7/9 200
g g(])& 3C0
Prices f 500
quoted : i i -
Lo tard Coil. 18 Coil holder specially de
Centre- tapped signed for centre- 1/9
o6d. extra. tapped coils. PRICE

GAMBRELL BROS. LTD.,
76, Victoria Street, London, S'W.1,
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Butter side up

You met disappointment early. Bread
and butter you dropped, for instance,
always fell butter side down.
Remember ?
The Peto & Radford Indicating Accu-
mulator obviates one disappointment for
you, though. It doesn't let you lose a
programme because you thought there
was plenty of juice. This P. & R.
tells you whether it's fully charged,
half charged, or dead. You merelylook
at the indicating floats. And that's an
extra advantage.

This P. & R. 1s like every P. & R. Built
for service. Solidly. Carefully. Like a
BATTERY.

The Peto & Radford Indicating Accu-
mulator keeps your wireless butter
side up. And yet it costs but little more
than the ordinary accumulator.

Write for our leaflet to Peto & Radford, 50,
Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.1.

I ANDR
PETO & RADFORD

ACCUMULATORS

[he beginning and the end in

PowER

Telephone : Victoria 3667 (5 lines).
Works : DAGENHAM - DOCK, ESSEX,

London Sales & Repair Depot, 107a, PIMLICO
ROAD, S.W.l. Tel.: Sloane 6114/5.

Indicating
Distribut-

Accumu- Dl
tators from | ;) iR " : , ‘|n3% c['(’:“;
20 o 60 s = field  St,
amp.hours Glasgow,
capacity
sctual. |
PCF7, 30
amp.hours -
aclual, ) 2 8 : T
volts, Price ; L= dicating
Floats.

Glasgow

Telep‘ht‘me:
Douglas
242.
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The Season’s Greetings

WELL, here we are with a nice

brand New Year facing us.

Before we put old 1927 to
bed, let us give it due credit for the
real radio progress made then. In
the fight for man’s mastery-over the
ether the last twelve months have
seen four big pushes planned- and
won. First there was the triumph of
the transatlantic télephone ; then the
Empire bridge-building by ¢ Beam ”
then the- beglnnmg of the alternative
programme push by 5 G B at Daven-
try; and, finally, the short-wave
success to and from Sydney !

Progress All Round
Although the “Beam’” and the trans-
atlantic telephone do mot directly
affect programmes at present, both
these developments are of first-class
importance to listeners. For in
both directions success tends to im-

 what

prove the broadcasting conditions.
The Regional Scheme of alternative
programmes inaugurated at Daventry
is going to double the production of
the ordinary broadcast receiver, and
now that Sydney and 5S W, the
Chelmsford station, are getting pally,
we shall have the whole wide world
from which to select our programmes.

Five-Metre . * Fishing "

One thing that 1928 is going to do
for us, is to glve us a fresh i 1dea about
is a ‘“short-wave.” Those
U.S.A..boys who bang the transmit-
ting keys do not consider that 20 or 30
metres is short at all.” They are
doing some deep diving down into the
Jive-metre wave-band; and already
they have scored some startling suc-
cesses. During November they had

an international test on five metres,

and when the results are published
we may find that these frequencies
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are as far ahead of the 20-30 metres
wave-band as the latter is of the
ordinary “broadeasting wave-lengths.

A Shocking Affair
Two startled readers have recently
reported to ‘me their surprise at
receiving a sharp shock when touch-
ing the aerial terminal. Both of
thése teaders were under the im-

‘pression that it was not necessary to

earth the aerial in the winter-time.

This is wrong, for it is possible
for an aerial to accumulate a small
charge from sleet or snow, and some-
times quite a severe shock will result
from this kind of thing. The trouble
only occurs, of course, when there .1s,
a condenser in series with the aerial.

So that if your installation is of this
type you should use an earthing switch
to avoid any hanky-panky tricks by
stray electric charges.

Long-Waves a Little Longer

Fortnuately, the report that the
conference at Washington had used
an axe on the long-wave stations was
premature. The technical sub-com-
mittee that tackled the job of regulat-
ing the long waves has decided that
stations between 1,340 and 1,550
metres should not shut down, as

(Continued on page 246.)

AERO AGAIN! 15-550 M.

FOR THE . SHORT-WAVE THREE,’ Mr. PERCY W HARRIS

FULLY

PATENTED

o s.. CoIL
“55'330 {;W- COIL KIT 52/6

PATENTED

FULLY

BR()A[N:AST
CO1 EXTRA S.W.
I.N.T.4 l / AERO S.W. SUPER-SENSITIVE INDUCTANCE UNITS are used and™ specified by COIL
125‘350 M. . 6/6 leading Radio Engineers and experts throughout the world. They were also used by = LN.T.o. 16/6
LN.T.s. M 16/6 the McMillon Arctic Expedition and are adopted by the U.S. Government end iBreads 13-27 M. ..
235-550 M. ..

casting Stat:ons

AERO SPECIAL
R.F. CHOKE §/3

! tive than ever Send

WITH THE

ur new 1928 Catalogue and circuit supplement is now ready
9d. in stamps tb cover postage and you will receive in addition the :

“ Wireless Constructor.”

Aero Circuit Book. Be sure to mention

GET A NEW THRILL OUT' OF 'RADIO
“S.W. THREELE”

]ts better and more instruc-

THIS XMAS

The Rothermel Corporation, Limited
24.26, MADDOX STREET, LONDON, W.1

Mayfair 578 and 579. 'Grams: Rothermel, Wesdo, London.

Tele. Nos. :
THE HOME OF SHORT-WAVE AND SUPER-HETERODYNE
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RATFFIC tangles of the air are

now things of the past. Lack of

selectivity will soon be only a
memory. “Will-o’-wisp” Stations you
have never been able to get will soon
be familiar. Others which have had
an unfortunate habit of getting in
each other’s way—now you can get
them, one by one, just as you will.
Fit Eureka Condensers to your Set
and enjoy the easiest, trouble-free
tuning you’ve ever known. Just a
slow, easy turning of the dial, and
station after station will wing its way.
in with amazing regularity. Examin¢
Eureka Condensers at your Dealer’s
Did you ever see such exquisit
workmanship—such perfect finish?
Every Eureka Condenser is a precision
instrument of the highest standard—
a year ahead, in fact, of anything
else on the market.

Fureka Condensers come in two models—the Ortho-cyclic and the
Logo-cyclic types. Here are the recently reduced prices: Ortho Cyclic,
0003 12/9; .0005 13/6; Logo-cyclic, .0003 12/9; .0005 13/6. (Supplied

with free ebonite bushes for easy ganging) See, also, the famous é
Eureka Transforme:s. s\o

PORTABLE UTILITIES CO., LTD., FISHER ST., LONDON, W.C.1. e‘\

‘ : @& 13
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——condinued from page 244

rumoured, but can carry on as usual
for at least a year..

Getting Busy with the Beam

The first figures issued in Australia
regarding the rivalry in radio and
cable services shows that the Beam
has collared a good share of the
traffic to the United Kingdom.
During the three months under review
the Beam system handled about
60 per cent of the United Kingdom
business. But this does not mean
that the cables are correspondingly
idle. As a matter of fact, the cable
traffic was actually higher than it
was at_the previous year.

Amateurs Recognised at Last!

One very pleasing result of the
Radio Teclegraphic Conference at
Washington has been the complete
recognition officially accorded to the
transmitting radio amateur. For the
first time he is to have-a proper
status and standing recognised offi-
cially by the Government. The
conference agreed that amateur trans-
mitters should have reserved for their

use certain wave-bands which are to
be evenly distributed throughout the
whole "range of wave-lengths. Un-
doubtedly this recognition is due to
the American Delegation of Radio
Amateurs, who were so clamorous in
their claims that they have won a
valuable concession for every radio

.amateur transmitter in the world.

The Chelmsford Experiments

Talking to Captain Eckersley the
other day I found him full of en-
thusiasm about his recent visit to
America. He took the opportunity
of comparing notes with Dr. Gold-
smith, the chief engineer of The
Radio Corporation of America. Be-
tween them they are going to have a
go at the fading problem, the British
part of the bargain being the testing
of the spaced-aerial system.

Pof-Pourri
Experiments are now being under-
taken at Chelmsford, and it is hoped
that by picking up the same pro-
gramme on several different receiving

.aerials and mixing up the results

(like Ronald Gourlay’s pot-pourri on
the piano), fading will be found to
cancel out so that the total programme
strength will not fluctuate at all. 1In
this, as in some of the other radio

_metres.
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troubles, 1928 should prove a year
full of fruitful research.

Wireless for Hospitals

Hearty congratulations to “ The
Daily News” on the completion of
their wireless for hospitals’ scheme.
The final hospital on the list to be
equipped, The Woolwich War Memo-
rial Hospital, was recently opened by
HR.H. The Duke of York. Since
the good work was begun, no less than
15,766 hospital beds have been pro-
vided with broadeasting. The founder
of “ The Daily News’ was Charles
Dickens —how he would have rejoiced
in this scheme for brightening the lot
of helpless sufferers !

Waves and- Wave-Lengths

Quite a queer excuse for wave-
length wandering has been put for-
ward by the Coney Island Station,
WCGU, New York. The station
aerial is situated onmly 75 ft. from
the seashore, and it is stated that as
the tide falls and rises so the wave-
length varies between 210 and 2116
The Chief Engineer of the
station certainly deserves a hearty
slap on the back, for it is not evervone
who could have caught old Father
Neptune interfering with the frequency
of transmission ! SAVOYARD.

fully !

reason practically all

tion are truly amazing.

Tlle only perfe ct
Cone material

Perfect because it produces music most naturally and beauti-
Not a note missed or distorted, and you can follow
any instrument in an orchestra as if it were playing a solo.
This is what you- can achieve whza' your Cone Sp eakeris
equipped with Six-Sixty Cone Speaker Paper.
these wonderful results with any other material—that is the
the world-famous Cone Speakers in
America are fitted with this material.

You cannot get

Its qualities of reproduc-

All you have to do is to purchasé one of the well-known
loud-speaker units from your dealer, affix it to the Six-Sixty
Cone—a job which will take you about ten minutes—and then
you can listen in to wonderful music.
make a perfect Cone Speaker for less than £1.

In this way you can

Six-Sixty Cone Speaker Paper is made in two sizes, 12 in.
diameter and 19 in. diameter, and is sold in a most attractive
envelope, with full directions for cutting and mounting.

Don’t hesitale to write divect to us if you ave unabls to
obtain it from your local dealer.

Prices: 2/6 (12 in. size) and 3/6 (19 in. size).

Brass Washers, 3d. exira.

THE ELECTRON CO., LTD., Dept. W.C.
122.124, Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2
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Throughout -
“Badlo for the Million”

‘“ The best possible materials for the best possible recelvers,"
is the motto of the experts who design the sets published in the
famous P.M. publication, ‘* Radio for the Mlllion.”” Therefore,
the fact that they have speeified Junit Self-Solderlng Wire for ALL
the circuits in the Autumn Double Number, proves beyond doubt
that they consider Junit the really ideal wire for internal connections.

Exhaustive tests proved that Junit combined an unsurpassed
efficiency with an absolutely unique simplicity, Junit Seli-
Soldering Wire is a copper wire of high conductivity, which is
grooved on either side, and in these grooves is contained a supply of
solder which is more than sufficient to make the most involved
connection. AIll you have to do in order to make a perfect con-
nection is to touch the wire with a hot iron and the job is done.

Junit is the constructor’s friend.
]ahxsmlz”SeU -Soldering Wire is manufactured in two gauges, 17 S.W.G. and

The 17 8.W.G. Wire is-sold in attrictive packels, each containing.five two-
foos- straight lengths.

Price 1/- per packet.
The 18 S.W.Q is sold in nine-foot coils each costing 6d.

H you cannot obtain it at your dealer’s, write -direct to us.

In any case send us a card and learn particulars of the Junit
¢ Peerpoint *’ Solderlng Iron—the iron which is always clean.

THE JUNIT MANUFACTURING CO.,, LTD,,
Napier House, 24-27, High Holborn, London. W.C.l._

3 VALVES
29 Stations

Price ... 14/6 g8

Price, without

Dol e 4, SPEAKER
One-dial Tuning—Razor-sharp selectivity—
No Coil-changing for High Waves—REAL
Music—Cost of Components, £5:10:0

That’s what you're looking for, isn't it? And
it's a straight, quick job for any beginner.

This amazing simple circuit is becoming
the rage of the season, and is already the
envy and despair of H.F., screening and
neutralising devotees,

Circuit and wiring diagram FREE in every
box containing the L. & P. High-Low Coil
Tuner. Obtainable from all good Wireless
shops or direct from

LONDON & PROVINCIAL RADIO
COMPANY LTD., COLNE, LANCS.

The L, & P, Variohm e Zeto 10 10
—the finest Resistor § obms. Scaled,
money can buy—is in- ¢ with of
cluded in above estimate. position ... 4/~

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE

EFFICIENCY

AND

"I N1S H

J.B: Trus Tuning
S.LF.

The ideal combination in both
Car and Condenser. The pro-
duct with the High Finish wins
always—your own experience
has taught you that. That is
why you, as a discriminating
purchaser, choose J.B.

When you purchase a J.B. Condenser
—you- know you are getting a component
which is perfect in every detail. In fact,
in no other Condenser can you find such
perfection.

"The high efficiency of J B. Condensers
ensures very sharp tuning and maximum
signal strength.

The Perfect Combination of Finish and
Efficiency in all J.B. Condensers has made
them famous, and used generally through-
out the world.

Prices J.B., S.L.F. Slow; Motion (True
Tuning S.L. F) Double Reduction Friction
Drive, Ratio 60-1. Complete with 2-in. Bake-
lite Knob for Slow Motion Device, and 4-in.
Bakellte Dial for coarse tuning. .0005 mfd.,
166 ;°.00035 mfd., 15/6 ; .00025 mfd.. 15/- ;
For Short Wave Recewers, .00015 mfd., 15/~
J.B., S.L.F., .0005 mfd., 1176 ; .00035 m/d
106 00025 m/d 10/- ; For Short Wave
Receivers 00015 mfd., 10/=. s

Write for full partlculars of Logarithmic
and Neutralising Models.

8, POLAND ST-OXFORD S,
LONDON - W.I.

GERRARD 7;014
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ONE OR TWO.?
—continued from page 20?

One point which must be watched
carefully when wiring is to see that
the wiring is so arrauged that plenty
of room 1s left for the coils, valves
and grid-bias battery.

It is as well for this reason to have
the components just mentioned handy
while wiring, so that they can be in-
serted at various times to check the
space allowed for them.

If it is intended to use ordinary
coils with the set the latter can now
be tested, but a description of the
special home-wound aerial coils is
given at this point for those who
desire to make them.

The Coils

A description of the coil for the
ordinary broadecast band will serve
the purpose, since the Daventry coil
18 made in the same way and only
differs in the number of turns used:
A cardboard tube or tin, or even a
tumbler of the same diameter as the
inside of the reaction coil must first
be obtained. This is to serve as a
fotmer for the coil.

- Wind 50 turns of the 24-gauge wire
.on this former in hank fashion and
‘then make a loop for tapping purposes.
Now wind on another 20 turns and
then remove the coil from the former
by sliding it off, and twist a piece of
wire round it to hold the turns to-
gether. The beginning of the coil is
joined to the pin of the mount for the
coil and the tap on the coil to the
socket of this mount.
The end of the coil is cut about
6 in. long and ‘is joined to the aerial
_terminal. Instead of an ordinary nut
on the shank of the aerial terminal,
an ordinary terminal nut and terminal
should be used so as to facilitate the
changing of the aerial coil.

For the Daventry coil, 200 turns of
the 28-gauge wire should be used for
the tuned coil and about 75 for the
aerial. It is connected to the socket
. the same manner as the low-wave
coil. The coils are held in position by
being bound with empire tape to the
fibre strip which is used with the coil
mount.’ _

It is as well to try the coils in the
set before the final fixing so as to be
sure it is the correct way round to
obtain reaction.

~ There is no need to say much about
the operation of this set since it is
similar to that of the majority of two-
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valve sets consisting of ‘a detector and
low-frequericy valve. The only differ-
ence is that to increase reaction the
value of the reaction condenser has to
be decreased.

Results Cbtained

Two-, four- or six-volt valves may
be used, and it is as well to use a power
valve in the second position. No
resistors are incorporated in the set,
as modern valves can be run safely
direct from the accumulator. In any

case, thereis bound to be a certain

amount of voltage drop in the battery
leads, wiring, etec.

The results to be expected from this
set are indicated at the beginning of
the article. The duthor has not had
an opportunity up to the moment of:
writing of carrying out a prolonged
test to identify stations received.
However, with the ’phones on two
valves, apart from the local and
Daventry stations, between ten and
twenty stations have been heard at
good strength on most nights.

Many of these could also be heard
on one valvee. 2L O, 5XX and
5GB all came in at good loud-
speaker strength, and occasionally
stations like Langenberg, Toulouse
and Frankfurt were heard on the loud

speaker.

ON,

ELECTRO-MAGNETIC
PICK-UP

FOR GRAMOPHONES

HIS Electro-Magnetic Pick-Up has been

designed to facilitate the reproduction and
amplification of Gramophone Records through
the medium of a Wireless Set, without discon-
pecting any existing aerial, earth, battery or loud-
speaker leads.
The patent adapter is plugged into the Detector
Valve Holder and the valve inserted in the
adapter. By disconnecting junction . plug-in
leads between Pick-Up and Adapter, ordinary
broadcast reception is possible without any
further adjustment whatever.

SIMPLICITY - ITSELF!
JUST PLUG INTO VALVE HOLDER.
NO SPECIAL TRANSFORMER REQUIRED
Complete with Flex, Plug
and Adapter. §, Price 27,6

What the Experts and Wireless Press Say!

The Edison Bell Gramophone Pick-up is re.
markably efficient under all conditions, whether

it be used with a two-valve
Amplifier.

Receiver or Power

Whilst the designers have held sensitivity as an
objective ; inasmuch as the correct ampere turns
and airgap permit, they have not sacrificed
quality., The latter can be attributed mainly to
the careful manner in which the armature reed
is mounted.

SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED LIST

EDISON BELL LIMITED, LONDON, S.E.15

(And at Huntingdon)
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THE WireLess CONSTRUCTOR:

IMPORTANT

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ADVERTISE
ALL THE WIRELESS PARTS NOW
ON SALE BUT IF YOU WANT THEM

TRY RAYMOND’S FIRST!
BE SURE YOU VISIT THE Bargain Window.

LOUD SPEAKERS (All makes stocked)
Amplion, A.R.38, 38/- A.R.65, 85/-3 Oak Flare,
13/6 extra; Cone A.C.3 15[- A.G.1, 52]6; Jacobean
Oak A.C.7, £6 10s. Gelestion, £5 10s. to £25.
B.T.H. 02 60/-. Sterling Mellovox, 45¢-. Geco-
phone, alt mecal, 35/-.

UNITS nnd PICK-UPS, all makes.

SET OF THE SEASON

COSSOR MELODY MAKER

COMPONENTS FOR SAME

2 Ormond -000 S!.I‘ at 6/-; 2 Do.
Motion Dials at 5/-; T.C.C. Condensers, -
+001, 0003, -002, 2/4 each; 2 mfd., 3/10 2 Grid
Leak Clips B.B., od.; Dubilier 4, and -25
meg,, 2/6 cach; 3 W.B.'V.H. at To: 1 ercants
AFP.3, 25/-; 2 Bulgin P.S. at 1/6; Wounad Coil,
ready o use, 6/3; Termlnals Qlazite, Systoflex,
3/; Vanable Besnstance, BB 3[-' 8-v, Grid
Bias, 2/-.. Handsome - American 'l‘yp Cabinets,
baseboard, hinged iid, solid oak, for 21 x 7 panel, 25/-,
Ebonart, Resiston, Parfait Panels, Mahogany, or Black
Pohshed. Grade A, from 5/-.

KIT £4/10/0 AS SPECIFIED

THE 21 in. x 7 in. CABINET IF
PURCHASED AT SAME TIME
WITH ABOVE PARTS - [5/-
TO CALLERS ONLY.
NO POST ORDERS ON ABOVE GUARAN-
TEED TO ANY PARTICULAR TIME
OWING TO THE GREAT DELAY IN
DELIVERY OF CERTAIN COMPONENTS,

NOTICE MESSRS. COSSOR

HAVE KINDLY ADVISED
ALTERNATIVE COMPONENTS WHERE
NECESSARY. INFORMATION ON REQUEST.

COSSOR ' WALYES

In 4 types and 3 voltages,

2-volt: 210 H.F. (Red Band), for H.F. use, 10/6;
210 Det. or L.F, (Blaeck Bandf, for Detector or L.F.
use, 10/6; 210 R.C. (Blue Band), Resistance or Choke
215 P Stentor Two-Power Valve 12/6.

Louphng. 1%6
4.volt: 410 H.F. or Det. (Red Bond), for HE. or
Detector use, 10/6; 410 R.C. (Blue Band), for Resis-

tance or Choke Coupling, 10/6; 410 L.F. (Black Band)
First L.F. Staze. 10/6 410 P {Stemtor Four) Super

Power Valve,
1 Det. (Red Band), for H.F. or

6-volt: 610 Kl’ “or
610 R.C. (Blue Band), for Resis-

Detector use, 10/6; .
tance or Ohoke Coupling, 10/6; 610 L.F. (Black
610 P. (Stentor Six)

Band) First L.F. Stage, 10/6;
Super Power Valve, 20/-.

MULLARD P.M. WALVES

For 2-volt accumulator For 6-volt accumulator or
P ™. 1 H P DIG 4 dry cells.

iy e
- P.M.2 (Power) . 12/e

For 4-volt nccuellnula!ar or |[P.M.6 (Power) 5 12/6
P.M3 (General Purgou-)
*P.M.3A (Resist. Capacny)

P.M.4 (Power) 5 12I6

MARCON1, EDISWAN, OSRAM, B.T.H.,
COSMOS VALVES at USUAL PRICES.

DON’'T FORGET. TO READ
THE BARGAIN COLUMN.

OURNOTED 1-VALVe (L F.) &GRYSTAL SET

In Solid Polished Cabinet.
OO)MPLETE WITH LION MICRO DETECTOR.

SET omly 22/6 Carr, 1/6.

Or complete with valves, phones, H.T. and 45 ,"
L.T. Units, Aerial I]quipmeq; Extraordinary

Super-powcer valves for last
L.F. Stage.

4 volts),,

6 voits),.

P.M.254
P.M. 256

20/-
20/

value, Post, 2/=
3 A Ross, Esq.
TESTIMONIAL. <21, Whartdﬂe Rd.. N.1.
March,  1927.
Messrs. Raymond,—I am sending this letter to tell
you how plcased I am with the three sets pur-

chased from you. They are working in Billericay,
Chiswick, and Wandsworth, and I must say the resuits
are slmply wonderful, Ioud gpeaker reception being im-
possible to beat.

You may rest assured that I shall heartily recom-
mend them to anyone whom I know is in-need of a set,
as there iz no better value obtainable anywhere.

(The above entirelyy unsohnud ¥

PERSONAL SHOPPERS
Nm'[ CLOSED XMAS DAY

OPEN BOXING MORN 11-1

WEEK BEFORE XMAS OPEN LATE
USUAL HOURS ALL DAY SATURDAY

ALL DAY THURSDAY
ALL DAY EVERY DAY
TWO SHOPS
if one Is closed

9a.m.to 8 p.m.
: Sat. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
the other is open.

Sunday morning 11-1

NOTE WONDERFUL OFFER BELOW!

STUPENDOUS BARGAINS

BE SURE YOU ARE AT RAYMOND'S!

These SPECIAL LINES ARE SOLD to
CALLERS ONLY who are pur-
chasing their regular wireless
supplies at the same time.

ALL BRAND NEW.

YOU CAN ONLY BUY THESE AT RAYMOND'S
WHEN BUYING OTHER GOODS. NOT SOLD
AT THESE PRICES ALONE OR BY POST

_cording to speaker chosen.

H.T. BATTERIES|VERNIER DIALS
i bt o 3,6 Price 2/3 with othergoods.
(List, 6/11)

60 volt
(List, 4/6)
Brand new, 100 volt 5/11

(List, 11/-) INDOOR AERIALS

Can be purchased with -
ordinary goods to the valuef o 2 .
Price 1/= with other goods.

of 15/- & 20/~ respectively.
4" EBONITE DIALS

HIGH-CLASS

VOLTMETERS

Dead beat, double v (List, 1/6)
r’ding loifl L2 &L T 3/11]64, each with other goods-
ist =~

Can be purchased with
ordinary goods value 17, 6.
AMERICAN MAHOGANY
POLISHED CABINETS
Hinged lid, baseboard,)
12x8 B/~ (riss, 10/9)

14x 8 7/11 wist, 15/11)
Can be purchased with
ordinary goods  value
25/- & 30/- respectively.

lOUDSPEAKERs Long or Short Wave
711 8/11  10/11}price 3/6 with reasonable

5- 21~ purchase of ordinary goods,

be. purchssed with, orders|LOUDSPEAKER UNITS

be purchased with orders
(List, 9/11)

value 20/- up to 50/~ ac-
Can be purchased for 5/~
with 20/- worth of ordinary
goods,

ACCUMULATORS
{2-volt 40).<

Can be purchased for 4/}
with 20/- worth of ordinary

LOG - MID LINE
VARIABLE
CONDENSERS
{List, 4/11)

Price 2/3 with 10 8 worth
of ordinary goods.
6-PIN SPLIT PRIMARY

H.F. TRANSFORMERS

(List price, 7/6)

HIGH-QRADE i
EBONITE PANELS
(uot ¢heap rubbish)
10x8 1/6 14x8 2/6
12x8 2/~ 2ax? 38

Can be purchased with
a reasonable amount of

OAK CABINETS
American type, opens af
back, compartment under-
neath for batteries, ete.

12 by 8 by 9 in. deep 18/11
16 by 8by 9in. ,, 25/11
Case and Carriage 2/
Solid Qak, glass finish,

beautitully made.

WESTOCK IGRANIQ, CLIMAX
EVERREADY HELLESEN,
S8IEMENS’, FORMO, FER
RANTI, WEARITE, ORMOND,
1.B., BENJAMIN.

McMICHAEL,

WATE'S UNIVERSAL

TEST METER,
H.T. Also

am A really won-
derful instrument.
Post Free 8/6 U.K.

COMPONENT

PARTS
STOCKED FOR
Radiano Three, Mono=-
dial, Lodge “N,”
Mullard P.M., Nelson,
Rodney, Franklin,
“Wireless Magazine

Sets; etc., ete.

RADIANO *“ THREE ™
structor)s

Sockets; Q.

2nd Stage L.F.; Engrav

EDISWAN

2 Ediswan R.G, units; 1

9-v. Gri

l Ormond SL < -0005" a
gear; 2 6-pin bases; 1
a.; 4 Resismrs

Onit; R.I.
-015° Dubilier; Glazite;
Do. 8.

dept Res. & Bases;
Bases,;
meg. and i-meg. Leaks;
Series Clip; 100,000 ohm

_ordinary _goods. goods. List 8/11
NO POST ON ABOVE
BARGAINS

MANY OTHER LINES CHEAP

(As part of our advertising scheme)

ditto Bemnuces (Dubilier
denser, B.B.: Choke;
5008 and 3 St Dials;

250/550; S.P. H.P.
1,000/2,000 metres; S.
THE

PANELS. OABINETS

|West End

Depot
for all
Magnum
Parts

EFESCAPHONE
VALVE SETS

complete
'2-VALVE SETS
with'
Mullard Valves
48/- Loudspeaker
Accumulator
All Aerial
Equipment
Grid Bias
100-voit H.T.

Tax Paid.
Delivered on

. | first payment of

20/-

and ‘
12 payments
of 21 /- each.

ASK IS THIS

Ediswan:R.C.2 .ditto; 3 Lotus V.H.:
., 2.way L. H.
2 £315[O the lot,

(P> Hanla

‘Zeutrovernla 1
0001 and stand; R.F.
100,000 Anode and Base, 3-ofo Switches; Carborundum
Muiti; Pemnti “do.; 4 Strips and Terminals;
‘Gspin H.F. Trans.,
9 . for Broadocast Rangc
The lot, post free nett, £7/10/0
MILY FOUR PARTS (Percy Harris, Aug., *27.)

14 Bemug-l.ee Terminals; 4 Antf-Micro V.H.
1 30.ohm B.B. Bh
1 Formodenser; Dugilliser k

Switch; 2 Lotus D.O. Jacks and Plugs; Binocular Coils

P. Transformers, 250/
Secondnry ditto
OMPONFNTS ALL AS SPECIFIED, SENT POST
FREE_NETT FOR <£8/8/0 U.K.
VALVES
SPEAKERS, TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

RAYMOND'S|

= = )
SETS OF COMPONENT PARTS

tMarch, *27, Wireless Con.

Coll

Al} parts as specified with Terminals.
2 Ormond SL Varmble&, with friction gear; 3
0003 .and Clips and 2-meg,

Benjam!n V:.\Ivv Kolders, 3 Pixed Resistors and B1seq,
On‘/and Off Switch; Gecol‘)’hona 1lat Stage L.F.; B.T.H.

3trip, wnh Terminals and

Nuts; 2 B.L. Terminals for Front Panel; i Gross Pinch-
on Spades Bubber Flex. "£4[100 Jot, pose free U.K.
‘R.C. THRE ME. Se

of Parts:
PV2 Valve; 2
3 Fil. Rheostats:
: 0005 Tumng
post lree =

M
68003 wlth Griction
Neutralising;
hoke;

Edlswau

8.8. type;
Oomponenu as specified.

4 Burn.
eostat: 2 :lx-pln
,_with clips; 4

Fized, 610 type with
Wire Wouud; 300,000 .ohm
or RI-Varlev). Neut. Con-
Gecophone L.F.; 2 “*J B.”*
Popular -0003; Igranic ofo

550 and
for Daventry.

PHONES. LOUD

BE SURE
ITS

RAYMOND’S | LONDON,

K. RAYMOND

27&28a, LISLE St., |

W.C.2.
’Phone : Gerrard 4837.

COME TO

LEICESTER SQ. TUBE

(Important)

Ask for back of Daly’s Theatre
This address is opposite.
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THE VALVE VOLTMETER‘

—continued from page 193

end. Readings were taken with the
coil connected, as in Fig. E, which
chows that the voltage across the coil
with the aerial condenser short:cir-
cuited was 0-6, while as the condenser
was  reduced in value the voltage
developed fell considerably.- Signals
would undoubtedly have been stronger
if the aerial tapping were made farther
up the coil from the earth end.

Aerial Coil Tests

In diagram F we give the results of

a test on a 200 MH coil of single-layer
spaced winding type now on the
market, with the aerial connected
to the centre point through a fixed
condenser. The voltages are rather
higher than for any of the other coils
so far tested, and the cffect of the
- series condenser is not very marked
as regards signal strength, although
tuning -is noticeably sharper when a
-0001-mfd. fixed condenser was used.
We finally tested an extremely
efficient aerial-grid transformer having
a secondary winding of Litzen-
draht wire with a fine wire primary.
The primary has two tappings, and
first of all we measured the voltage
developed across. the secondary with

the aerial connected to terminal A,
on the coil. The voltages were

measured with various fixed-condenser -

values in series with the aerial, as
shown, although the  coil - was so
designed -that a fixed eondenser was
not necessary. This is borne out
by the figures obtained, a voltage of
09 being developed when the series
condenser was short-circuited. When
the aerial was connected to tapping

A,, the voltages were rather different,

as shown in diagram G.

The tests show that it pays to use
good coils in the acrial circuit. An
ordinary basket coil, roughly equiva-
lent to about No. 40, gave only 0-2

“volt ; other plug-in coils gave from
0-15 to 04 volt, while the results
given above show that it is easily
possible to have 05 to 09 volt.
Attention to the aerial circuitis there-
fore worth while.

The magnitude of the voltages
available may come as a surprise to
some people, particularly as the tests
were made at a place 12 miles from
2 L 0. They show that given a good
coil sufficient voltage is obtained

" without reaction to work an anode-

bend rectifier effectively.

An anode-bend detector was there-
fore set up, as in Fig. 5. Its grid bias
was —15 volt, the valve was a
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D.E.5b, and the other values wera
as indicated in the figure. The valve
voltmeter was first of all connected at
points AB, and the voltage received
from 2L O noted. Then. the wvolt-
meter was connected across the grid
leak R, at points CD.

By doing this- we measure the high-
frequency voltages applied to the
detector and the low-frequency volt-
ages got out of the detector. Strangely
enough, for an-high-frequency input
of 0-9 volt we got out a low-frequency
voltage of 0-9 volt for speech and
weak orchestral music.  Passages
of music of average strength gave
a voltage of - about 1-5, whilst the
loud passages caused the volt-meter
needle to remain steady at 3 volts.

Measuring L:F. Voltages

Whilst measuring low-frequency
voltages the needle of the voltmeter
1s always varying, of course, but these
values appear to be average ones.
Occasionally the very loud passages
would produce a low-frequency volt-
age of 4, but the average was between
1 and 2 volts—this for a high-fre-
quency input of 0-9 volt. When an
R.C. valve was used the low-frequency
voltages were roughly 30 per cent
more.

(Continued on page 252.)

' Each

the leader in its class

IGRANIC L.F.
TRANSFORMER, TYPE

In designing this transformer the object was
to obtain equal amplification of all the essen-
tial notes of the musical scale under working
conditions, The measurements made by the
National Physical Laboratory effectively de-
monstrate the remarkable success obtained.
Perfect curves obtained under ideal labora-
tory conditions are useless for giving an idea
of a transformer’s performance when placed
in an average receiver, and this fact should
be borne -in mind when comparing the
curves of the Igranic ' G " Type Transformer
with others.
A leaflet giving curves and full particulars
will gladly be sent on request.
It is made in two ratios, 3°6 1 for first and
single stages (with 20;000-30,000 ochm valves)
and 7:2: 1 for second stage (with low-im-
pedance valves). Two 3'6: 1 ratip trans-
formers may be used if desired.

Price 30/-

“G”

Backed by an unique experience in low-
frequency transformer design and aided by
the resources of the Igranic Electric Co.,
Ltd., the IgraniclEngineers set out to design
two transformers, the best at a popular
price and the best at any price. That they
have been outstandingly successful is
evidenced by the demand for the *F* and
“G " Type L.F. Transformers, the former
undoubtedly the best- medium - priced
transformer on the market and ‘the latter
the nearest to perfection.

The range of Igranic Radio Devices

is the most complete in the world,

and Igranic components are always

stocked by reputable dealers. = All

reports received by us of difficulty

in obtaining them receive immediate

[+
{ i‘ e TRAMYFOAMER

Saugs

-

IGRANIC L.F.
TRANSFORMER, TYPE “F”

attention.

Write for List No. J363—i! gives full particulars and will

aid you in your selection.

7 cOMPANYY

N{MITEL/

149, Queen Victoria St., London, E.C.4

Works : Bedford

nehes: Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow,
B Lecds, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

This Transformer is a development
and improvement on the famous
‘*“E” Type Transformer. Its ex-
ternal appearance is the same, but
internally it contains many improve-
ments suggested by experience which
increase its efficiency, reduce the
cost of manufacture, and thus make
possible its very reasonable price.

It can be relied upon to give good quality

results with freedom from breakdown when
used under the rccommended conditions.

One ratio only is made, ie. 3}:1, ths
transformer functioning equally well in
either first or second stages.

Price 16/-
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FOR EVERY
MODERN
RADIO CIRCUIT

Specified by ‘“Radio for the Million”

COLVERN

COILS

Tre WireLess CONSTRUCTOR

What
About
Your
Future?

ARE you content
with the position
yor occupy now—with
the money you are
earning—ordo you wish.
for something better
and something more ?
Ask yourself these questions; then consider for a moment what you
ought todo. Don't for a moment imagine that integrity, punctuality,
and length of service will of themselves carry you far. The one
thing more than any other that enmables a man to rise above his
fellows and win a way into the better-paid jobs is a sound and
practical technical training. He cannot possibly get such a training
in the course of his everyday work,
The I.C.S. originated spare-time technical training by post 38 years ago, and is by

far the largest institution of its kind in the world. It has teaching centres in eleven
countries and stndents in fifty.

Write to-day for full information as to how the 1.C.S. can help you
in your chosen vocation. There are 360 Standard Courses, of which
the following are the most important groups :—

Wireless Tgegraphy (Elementary and Advanced)

Accountancy raugbtsmanskip Salesmanship
Advertising Engineering (all Scienti§c Managemen!
Architecture branches) Showeard Writing
Building TFrench and Spanish Textiles

Commercial Art General Education

Commercial Training Professional Exama. Woodworking
There is a special booklet for each growp, which will bs
sens free on request. Telb us the one you would like to sec.

Window Dressiug

Ltd.
w.C.2

International Correspondence Schools,
172, International Buildings, Kingsway, London,

THE “EDDYSTONE' SCIENTIFIC FOUR,
250-550 Mmetres and 1,000-2,000 metres.
£18-10-0 Instrument only,

plus £2.10-0 Marconi Royalty.
First-class finish throughout. Send -for full
particulars.

FOR HOME CONSTRUCTORS.
A -complete constructional booklet giving full
details, wiring diagrams and drilling templates is
available. Price 6d., post free.
Sole Manufacturers :
STRATTON & CO., LTD., Bromsgrove St., Birmingham,

%CIENTIF}IC
FOUR

A “FIVE STAR” RECEIVER

3 LONG RANGE. 40 to 50 stations received
easily on loud speaker. Neutralised and screened
H.F. stage.

3+ SELECTIVITY. Will cut through local station
transmissions on B.B.C. wave-band. Will give
at least four other stations on 5 X X wave-band
with Daventry working.

3¢ QUALITY. Absolutely first-class reproduction ;
the anode-bend detector and resistance-coupling
stage ensure this.

% SIMPLICITY. Two-dial tuning only with
matched dial readings, volume control and 2
rheostats. Reliability guaranteed.

3% ECONOMY. Filament current ‘325 amips. for 4
valves. Anodc current 15 m. amps, Every
valve pulls its full weight. No waste energy.

A receiver that will give its owner full
satisfaction and pride of ownership.

London Service Depot :
WEBB’S RADIO ELECTRIC STORES, 164, Charing Cross Rd.,"W.C.2
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Lotus Remole
Contro} Relay.

Wouldn’t you like to be able
to listen-in in the dining-room,
sitting-room, bedroom, kitchen—
everywhere — anywhere, simul-
taneously and without inter-
ference with each other ?

That is what the Lotus Remote
Control will do for you. You
simply *place the Lotus Relay
near receiving set, wire to rooms
desired, and connect with Wall
Jack and Plug. No technical
knowledge is needed. The last
one to switch off automatically
disconnects the set. Suitable for
any valve set.

" Complete Outfit
for Wiring Two
Rooms

!1
0/-
Each- Additional

Room 7,6

Eliminator Remote Control- for Controlling
L.T. Accumulator and H.T: from the mains,
0d. complete for two rooms.

THE

OIS

REMOTE CONTROL

"Made by the makers of the Lotus Buoyancy
Valve Holder and Lotus Vernier Coil Holder.

o, price 1£2 '5s.

' To Advt. Dept., :
FREE . Garnett, Whiteley & Co., Ltd.,

Broadgreen Rd., Liverpool.

Please send me Free Blue Prints and In-
structions explaining how two rooms can
be wired in half an hour.

THE VALVE VOLTMETER
—continued from page 250

We next connected a transformer-
coupled stage to give the circuit of
Fig. 6, with the object of measuring
the voltages across EF. The trans-
former was a well-known and excellent
make, ratio 3-5, and we used a D.E.5
valve at V,. This valve has an ampli-
fication factor of 7; hence we should

[ expect a step-up . for the stage of

24-5. We therefore altered the anode
circuit of the detector so as to cut

- down the voltage to a reasonable

value; in fact, we reduced it to give
about 0-5 across points CD. We say
about 05 volt because the low-fre-
quency voltages are varying all the
time, and in order to obtain an
accurate reading it was necessary
to fit a switch, as shown, so as to be
able to read voltage CD and EF quite
quickly. In this way.we found -the
stage amplified as expected, about
25 times.

' Non-distorting Volume Control

Under normal conditions then,
that is with a high-frequency input
of 0-9 volt, our three-valve set will
give low-frequency voltages varying
from 225 to 75 across the grid and
filament of the last valve. Thus our
three-valve set without reaction ampli-
fies too much—we have to cut it down
éonsnderably A convenient way of
doing this is shown in Fig. 6, where a
apped anode resistance 1s used. This
form ‘of volume control is non-dis-
torting, and is really necessary with

_many sets.

“MY ‘FLY-POWER’
TRANSMITTER ”

—continued from page 212

rating being about 4,200 miles per
watt.

The aerial was afterwards changed,
a 65-foot inverted “ L "’ being used
in conjunction with a counterpoise
of similar dimensions. This. system
was tuned by the 4-turn coil and the
‘0005 aerial condenser to 90 metres,
and was thus worked at its second
harmonic when the set was operating
on 45 metres.

Crude Modulating System

Results did not seem any better
than those obtained with the smaller
system, although signals were ap-
parently stronger at close range.

For telephony a very crude system
of modulation was employed.  The

252
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grid leak, instead of being connected
across the grid condenser, as usual, was
taken from the grid to the negative
end of the filament, the microphone
simply being connected in series with
it, and, of course, at the filament end.

. The modulation obtained was sur-

prisingly great, and the speech was
quite intelligible in Brussels, Paris
and Glasgow with the '3-watt input.
This system would, of course, be use-
less with higher powers.

At the conclusion of these tests
the power was raised to 9 watts,
obtained from an M-L anode con-
verter. The keying system had to be
altered somewhat, but all the com-
ponents stood up perfectly to the
increased voltage and the results all
round were quite:as good as those
obtained with the usual 10-watt
transmitter employed by the writer
for tests on 45 metres.

Reports Received

Five- reports have been received
from the East Coast of America on
and signals have
been reported at R.9 in Sweden. This
latter is probably in the nature of a
freak, and the aerial is also directional
for Sweden, but it is a fact that on
two occasions a station in Stockholm

- reported the signals as ““ R.9 like the

high-power commercial stations.” It
is rather curious that although the
‘3-watt transmissions were R.5 in
Morocco, the same station reported
the 9-watt tests as R.6 only.

The transmitter is now being built
for 23-metre work, and although the
‘3-watt input will not be used exclu-
sively the power will always be

limited to 5 watts.

Epitor’s NoTe.—This article is-
published for the information and
interest of readers, and not as a sug-
gestion for home comnstruction, as
such an instrument must not on any
account be used without a transmatting
licence. The ordinary licence does not
cover transmission, and the un-
transmitter
renders the user.liable to a heavy fine.

> it B o .—i

g A SPECIAL GIFT NUMBER |

)
of the ““ Wireless Constructor ™ g
will be on sale next month. ¢
A magnificent book entitled : ¥

%

J 5

TESTED CIRCUITS

will be given free with ¢
¢ every copy. There will also &
y be the full description of
7 P. W. Harris's latest and best
¢ Four-valve.

¢ PRICE 6d. AS USUAL.
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ENGINEERS& APPRENTICES-""

skifled and unskilled—is this your intention ?
Are you during 1928 going to shuffle off the

overalls and, fortified with knowledge and
Diplomas, assume a position of authority and
trust ?

IF THIS IS YOUR INTENTION, then we can
open the door for you ; make possible your
desires for advancement in your career, and place
you nearer to the pinnacle it is your ambition to
reach, The story of how this can be accom-
phshed in the privacy of- your home, is told in a
vitally interesting Book, entitled *“ THE EN-
GINEER’S GUIDE TO SUCCESS " which is
offered post FREE to all genumely mterested in
the manifold branches of engineering. It tells
how you can prepare speedily and effectually for
the :—

AM.TECH.I. DIPLOMA.

WRITE for your copy now (don’t let the opportu-
nity pass) slating the branch of enginzering or the
examination thal interests you.

7;(!/ The Technological Institute
Jri]  of Great Britain, Ltd.
200, Thanet House, London, W.C.2

ieieas peteson.
lp:hf whedeslres
lv'nﬂu:w 1

SFERAVOX
Cone Loud Speakers

The. manufacturers of these well-known Cone
Loud Speakers (Societe Francaise Radio Elec-
trigue) view with regret the actions which have
been commenced alleging infringement. °

THEY HEREBY GIVE NOTICE

to the trade that they are advised the Loud
Speakers manufactured by them and known as
* Steravox ' do not infringe any existing valid
Patents and they are prepared to defend any
action which may be taken against any of their
customers in respect thereof and for w{uch pur-
pose a large sum of money has been deposited
in England. Any person receiving threat in
respect of Sferavox Loud Speakérs should
communicate at once with the Manufacturers’
Solicitors, Messrs. Philip Co
Co., 80, Rochester Row, Westminster, S.W.1.
The manufacturers offer a full indemnity and
beg to inform the trade that they have retained
eminent counsel, Expert Patents Agents and
Solicitors in order to safeguard the interests of

their Customers, [Apvr,
' of Quality
C b]l'let for every Set.
Pull tlimstrated particulars from

© the Actual Manufacturers. V. G, Bond & =
Sons, 61, Hacknep Grove, Mare St.. London. E.8.

ADVERTISEMENTS |

As far as possible all advertisements
appearing in “ Wireless Constructor’’
are subject to careful scrutiny before
publication, but chould”any reader
‘experience delay or difficulty in
getting orders fulfilled, or should
the goods supplied not be as adver-
tised, information should be sent
to the Advertisement Manager,
% Wireless Constructor,’’ 4, Ludgate
Circus, London, E.C.4.

nwey Thomas &-
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i "LETTERS FROM
3 LISTENERS

P Reception in Scotiand—The
¥ Radiano Three. ;
#*

Mo A A

Sir,—It is just three years ago that
I first became interested in, wireless
as a hobby. :

At that time I knew nothing of the
technical side of radio. But thanks
to the WireLEss CoxsTRUCTOR I have
gained sufficient knowledge to enable
me to represent a well-known firm,
and am still looking for fresh fields
to conquer.

1 find the WireELEss CONSTRUCTOR
suits my needs admirably, although
at present I do not use more than
three valves.

There is no local station here in the
country, but 1 receive Aberdeen at
approximately 130 miles on the L.S.
with a two-valve straight Det. and
L.F., which means that reception
conditions are very good.

I have been trying the short waves
with some success. (Keep up the
S.W. articles, please.)

I can only wish the WIRELEsS
CONSTRUCTOR _every success, and
would - like to express my sincere
appreciation. of the articles therein,
which have afforded me the greatest
pleasure and instruction.

T'am,

Yours falthfully,

He ke

Berwickshire.

Sir,—The article recently on the
“ Radiano Silencer ” says that it
would increase the selectivity of the
““ Radiano Three.”” But it would find
it difficult with mine. The set is so
selective that it is difficult to tune in
even the local station (which is only 50
miles or less away) without being
extraordinarily careful. Fortunately,
I have a steady hand, or I don’t
believe' T could. On the Daventry
range it may not be so selective. I
have not tried it with a tapped coil.
As we are so near I just use the ordi-
nary coils. The result is positively
deafening. Fortunately, -as I have
adapted an old “ All Britain” re-
ceiver to the “ Radiano Three,” I
have variable rheostats, and can turn
the detector valve nearly off, or else we
could not possibly put up with the
tremendous volume produced. The
quality, too, is remarkable. People
who come in invariably remark on the
clarity of voices and the faithfulness
of ‘the reproduction. Personally, I
am very pleased indeed with the way
orchestral ‘music is delivered.

Yours very truly,
Leicester.: W. OrTox.
253
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)How to

abolish
Solder

SIMPLE-STRIP

shows the way

There'is no need to take off your coat

_and roll up your sleeves to that wiriig job

now. With a coll of SIMPLE-STRIP
you will do it just as efhiciently, ten t:mes
as speedily and without the mess and bother
of soldering and you will get in every way
equally good, if not better, results.

SIMPLE-STRIP totally abolishes solder.
It fits anywhere ; bends and twists to any
angle, can be made with the fingers only ;

a snip of the scissors cuts it. Further-
more it can be used over and over
again ; there is no waste.

Besides wiring without solder SIMPLE-STRIP
has hundreds of other uses; Earthing Clips,
Emergency Valve Helders, Spade Terminals,
Grid-leak Chips,- etc., are but the work of a
moment. Mt is always useful for emergencies,

Get a coil of SHMPLE-STRIP to-day and do
your Wireless work much more effectively
and with a tenth of the time and trouble.

Wire Your Set without
Solder—use

| spiEsap |
| SIMPLESTRIP

= rmra i ot e |
.i._ Bt ey e &
= X n:a-.. !

[l

b
SURTECT conTacT GUARANTEED "'
WITHOU DER. i

l,i; o i
| 1 STmame e n |

Wy =i ""““7;‘;:‘:;;-_‘_—;
- !

- 21‘ -
Made of the finest hard drawn SE Tt
' copper, heavily tinned and ,
perforated at regular mtervals -y
to take 4 B.A. connecctions.
Post Free,

From your Local Wireless Dealer
or direct by post from

NEW LONDON
ELECTRON
WORKS Ltd.

Dept. 76,
EAST HAM, LONDON, E.6

,Grangewood 1408, 1409, 1363.

* Stannum, London.

Telephones =
Teleerams :
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COPEX SCREENS

By Test the Best

All Copex Screens are made from high-grade
copper-—the best metal for screening purposea.
They are rigidly constructed, and polished and
lacquered in order to preserve their handsome
appearance. :

Copex Standard H.F. Screening Unit,
as illustrated. Assembled and wired
ready for use. Size 6} ins. square by
6 ins. high. 25/-

COPEX SCREENING BOX S VALVE TYPE

Similar in appearance and construction to the
unit illustrated above, but pierced on one side
to take one of the new screened-grid valves. This
box will accommodate a complete H.F. stage, the
dimensions being 8% ins. by 7} ins. by 74 ins.
high. "Price 16/6

Keystone “Midget” Reaction

Condenser
Ideal for the
many = posi-
tions  where

a small capa-
city condenser
is  required.
fAn aluminium
shield pre-
vents hand.
capacity
effects, and a
special taper
bearing gives
a beautifully
smooth move-
ment. Accur-
ately designed and rigidly constructed, this
Keystone condenser is backed by the usual
Keystone guarantee of efficiency. Capacity
‘0001 mfd. Price 5/6

COPEX 6-PIN BASE

Standard spacing with
terminals arranged for
easy accessibility. For
_use where the standard
6-bin coils are utilised
without the actual ]
screen. Price 2/9 k-

RED TRIANGLE PANELS

as 24 hours’ cut service. First 50 orders for
panels will be drilled Free of Charge. All sizes
available. Highly polished one -side, } in,,
#d. per sq. inch.  Mahogany finished, standard
panels, % in., 1d. per sq. inch.

PETO-SCOTT Co., Ltd.,,
77, City Road, and
62, High Holborn, London

Also 4, Manchester Street, - Liverpool.

P.S. 9925.

WITHIN THE VACUUM

—continued from page 210

is almost impossible to find out what
has happened. The quickest way, of
course,-1s to substitute another valve
of the same type in its socket, but not
everybody has another valve, and
so I would advise everyone owning
a three-valve or more -elaborate
receiver, and especially when making
a first-class set, to have a milllammeter
so that they can readily check the
various portions of the circuit which
are likely to give trouble.

Most Useful Instrument

A milliammeter can be tremen-
dously useful in all sorts of circuits.
It is one of the most useful instru-
ments we have, for with suitable
resistances it can be used as a volt-
meter, while, of course, as a test for
overloading it is certainly second to
none. There are, of couise, other
causes of distortion, but I have
indicated the main ones, and the
majority of readers who are troubled
with distortion will find the ecause
among one of those mentioned.

Indiscriminate use of Fluxite when
soldering may give rise to crack-
ling troubles, but this hardly comes
under the heading of distortion. It
should, however, be remembered that
after soldering each joint of a receiver
the place should be carefully wiped
when warm and all traces of Fluxite
removed.

As a rule, the loud speaker itself
should be suspected last.  These
instruments do not often go wrong,
and any distortion or peculiarity of
reception is more likely to be caused
as a result of something happening
in the set than in the loud speaker or
the broadcast transmitter. So that

'| when your troubles arise do not

forget to run over the batteries first,
then try with a milliammeter and see
if you are overloading anywhere.

Reliable Valves

Do not suspect your valves till last.
When well chosen, they are not likely
to let you down, for the modern valve
is very reliable, and it is more likely
to be due to something else in the set
than to a technical fault in your valve.
Overloading, as before stated, is
easily accounted for, but with that
fear removed you can be reasonably
certain that your valves are not
causing the trouble, and that your
distortion is being generated in other
portions of the receiver.

254
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.illustrated in Fig. 1.
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STORING SPARE
VALVES

*
%
H*
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ACKS for spare valves are apt to
be troublesome if the valves
have to be fitted into holders

or clips when they are put aside.
One is tempted to put a valve down
on the bench when it is not wanted
for a few moments, rather than fit it
into the rack. For some time I had
a rack consisting of holes drilled in a
board for the valve legs. The valves
had to fit fairly tightly in order to be
safe, and the business of putting them
in and taking them out was finicky
enough to make me avoid using the
rack when trying a series of valves
in a receiver, for example.

A Simple Box

The untimely demise of a treasured
valve, through its rolling off the
bench, led to the construction of
the much simpler storing box which is
It consists
merely of a tray divided into com-

_partments with wooden partitions.

Thick pasteboard could be used
equally well. The exact dimensions
are not important, but the com-
partments should be larger than the
diameter of the valve bulbs, so that
there is ample room for the fingers

ERRX 77
2 _BSmes f57f1p5

Al Al 1a
| (¢ ol 1/
® ¢ 1O
ol 1o
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e BV VUV gy

when picking out a valve. The depth
of the box is such that a flat lid
can be placed on the top-of it without
touching any of the valves.

At the points of intersection  the
partitions are cut as shown in the
diagram. There is a pad of cotton
wool in each compartment. The
valves can then be slipped in without
damage. To make it easy to find
any desired valve, the valves are
always kept in the same places, a
slip of paper with the identification
letters and figures of the valve being
gummed to the near edge of each

compartment,
A. V. D, H.
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DID YOU CHOOSE

the make of the first H.T.
Battery you bought or did you
just accept the one your dealer
offered you ?

There is more in this than meets the eye,
because you may be perfectly satisfied with
the results you get from it and yet it is more
than likely that a “ Ripault " will give you
not only a wonderful improvement in quiet-
ness of working but an almost unbelievable
increase in loud speaker volume.

RIPAULTS H.T. DRY BATTERIES
Self-Regenerative

are super in construction and of exceptxonal

capacity. They give you 509 longer service,

and although costing slightly more than cheap

unreliable ones, Ripaults actually by their

long life and greater capacity are the most

economical and safe H.T. Batteries to buy.
Sold by all Deaslers.

Free Charts on the ™ nghl dum:e "
for your set and the " life”
RIPAULTS H.T. DRY BATTERIES
which gwe 50% longer service,
will  be ni{ free on rcquest.
Reiuse Substitutes.

NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THIS LABEL.

GENUINE

LECLANCHE
H.T TE

Address your Post-card for Free Chart to :—
RIPAULTS LIMITED,
King’s Road, St. Pancras, London, N.W.1.

OME _for your~
WIRGBGSS SeT

Ghetlo

OUR STANDARD i
CABINETS

are DUSTPROOF and
house the whole appars-
tus, leaving no paris te
Ye interfered with. Beau-
tiful in Design and Finish.
siade on mass production |+
lines, hence the low price. |
Provision is made to take |*
paneis up to 307 and base-
board 207 deep. Special
Cabinets for the Solod) ne, |
New Family Fom' ng
R'mgs Five,

the 1\e€‘v Valvzal All Brltnsh 8ix, eto., now ready.
Write for full particulars FREE.—
MAKERIMPORT CO.,
(Dept. 20) 50a, Lord Street, LIVERPOOL,

MODEL D'
_¥From £4:15:0

‘VAe WHITEI.INE VAI.VE HOLDER

Adopted by the most
critical of set designers.

. n .
Bowyer-Lowe
e
(LETCHWORTH-HERTS s ]

replying to advertisements please mention

WHEN & The Wireless Constructor >’ to ensure
prompt attention. THANKS !

Evr_mrrmm;

WOOI.LDRIDGE RADIO CO. LYD.
20 LISLE ST, LEICESTER SQUARE
LONDON. W.C.1. 1
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% ANOTHER PUZZLING %
32 FAULT »
******"**%’;:‘#****** :‘#*:“

N account was given recently in
the WirELESS CONSTRUCTOR of
a particularly baffling fault
in a receiving set, which was eventu-
ally traced to a defect in the plug
used for connecting the loud speaker
to a jack. A breakdown of an even
more puzzling nature has just occurred
to the writer and was traced also to
the plug, though this was not of the
same make as the previous culprit,
and was, in fact, of quite different
design. His former experience led
to fairly rapid tracking down of
the second fault, though he must
admit that had his eyes not been
opened to the possibilities of plugs
ag sources of trouble it might have
taken a long time to discover.
The symptoms were briefly these.

A new receiving set had just been

Lsavre Jewew-on Cap

completed, every component of which
had been thoroughly tested out before
use. The wiring had been gone over
with great care, and it was known that
there was no defeet in it. The valves
gave excellent results on another set,
and the voltmeter showed that the
batteries were right up. When the
loud speaker was plugged in for
testing purposes the set absolutely
refused to function.

Milliammeter Test

There was, in fact, no answering

“ plock ” as the. plug was inserted or
withdrawn. This seemed at first sight
to show that the plug was not working
the jack properly, but the milliam-
meter proved that such an idea was
erroneous. With the plug not in
position it registered a zero reading,
but as soon as the plug was inserted
the needle indicated that 10 milli-
amperes were passing. Kach of the
valves was switched off in turn,
a corresponding drop in the plate
current being indicated by the milli-
ammeter.

When only the last valve was left
in action the instrument read 5
(Continued on page 256.)
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Tie WireLess CONSIRUCTOR

SAFE# FIRST

The bhuman mind
is not infallible.
YOU may forget
neday! A wrong
or accidental connection is

ex-
pensive and more often than not

means new valves, batteries or
even mew transformers. Why not
safeguard yourself to the utmost by
e using an EELEX  Multiple Con-
nector and EELEX treble-duty
Terminals on your set ? Also, if you
wish to preserve your set against
damage from lightning get an
EELEX Lightning Switch, which is
better than am insurance policy.

Supersedes loose wires' and
switches, etc., and when discon-
nected automatically disconnects
aerial; earth, H.T., L.T., G.B,, etc.
Interchangeable name-plates. 5/6
each. (Coloured flex 1id. yard.)
8-way cords, 3/6.

EELEX
TREBLE-DUTY
TERMINALS

Plain top

d. each

(T2LN)

mll hold securely spade,
pin or tag, plug, or loose
wires, and, being slotted,
need mot be soldered

36 Indicating tops, nickel-plaged.

EELEX
LIGHTNING
SWITCH

(Thefront is cut away
toshow switch inside)

Fitted outside the house, operated from
inside, (o!ally enclosed and waterproof,
a combined * on-and-off ” and Ilghtnmg
switch and lead-in tube. 6-in: tube,
5/6. Postage 6d;

These are mﬁ @ few of the EELEX ronge Wa]

accessories. vile for Calalogue V23 N

J. J. EASTICK & SONS,

EelexHouse,
118, Bunhill Row, London, E.C.1.
Telephene: Clerkenwell-9282-3-4
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A

PANEL

IS WORTHY OF

YOUR SET

(1) Trolite is ideal for panels and
stub panels.

(2) Trolite is easily drilled, sawn,
and machined, and being soluble in
acetone, a perfect and permanent
joint can be made in a few minutes
without the labour and disfigure-
ment of screws.

(3) Trolite does not fade or dis-
colour.

(4) Trolite panels are distinctive
and can be obtained in the following
varieties of beautiful finishes:

(1) Black Polished, (2) Mahog-
any Polished, (3) Walnut
Polished, (4) Wavy Design,
{5) Cube Design.

(5) Mirror-like polish, but no sur-
face leakage.
(6) The price of Trolite is within
the reach of all conmstructors, but
you do not sacrifice efficiency for
effect by using Trolite ; you have
both in the Panel de Luxe.
PRICES, per square inch :
Mahogany Cube

Pclished Black Walnut  Wavy
“rinch. .. &d. fin. .. 3d.
3in. .. %d. 1in. . 1d.

Ask your dealer to show you
samples of Trolite. If you
have any difficulty write direct
to the makers and send the
name of your nearest Radio
Store.

F. A.HUGHES & CO.LTD.

HEAD OFFICE: MANCHESTER
204-208, Gt. Portland
St., London, W.1.
Telephone: Museum
5630 (3 lines).

OFFICE :
185, Princess St
Telephone ; City
3369.

ROLITE

THE RADIO PANEL DE LUXE
COMBINES
EFFICIENCY with EFFECT

ANOTHER PUZZLING

FAULT
—continued from page 255
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milliamperes. Clearly, then, a satisfac-
tory amount of current was passing
in the plate circuit of the last valve
when the plug was pushed home,
but why was there no * plock ” from
the loud*speaker when this was done ?
The leads running to the loud-speaker
terminals were disconnected and fixed
to the terminals of the milliammeter.
On inserting the plug it was now found
that the instrument showed a reading
of only a tiny fraction of a milli-
ampere. Clearly, then, there was
almost a complete short-circuit some-
where in the plug. Tests with a
flashlamp battery and the milliam-
meter showed that this was actually
the case—but-where was the short ?

An Anchoring Point

The drawing illustrates the internal
anatomy of this particular kind of
plug. The connection marked A is
in direct electrical contact with the
body and sleeve of the plug, whilst
that marked B is connected to the
point only, being insulated from the
other parts. C is a small metal loop
fixed to the body of the plug and
intended as an anchorage for the
securing cord which takes any pull
applied to the leads and prevents the
bared ends from being inadvertently
wrenched out from connections A and
B. Connection B was not quite in

its proper position, with the result |

that it was just touching loop C.
A Simple Cure

There was, therefore, a path for
current from the point to the sleeve
of the plug via the resulting short-
circuit. The cure was, of course,
simplicity itself, consisting as it did
merely in moving connection B away
from the loop and in tightening up the
nut which secured the former to the
stem of the plug. It will be realised,
however, that its detection might
have been a matter of some con-
siderable difficulty, particularly as
the plug was a brand-new one, and one
does not, as a rule, suspect faults in
small components of this kind. The
way in which it was tracked down
affords yet another proof of the
supreme usefulness of the milliam-
meter as & trouble detector.
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Order your copy of next month'’s
“ Wireless Constructor” now !
It is a Special Gift Number.
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AMPERITE is the only antomatic filament
control that keeps the temperature or volt-
age of the valve filament constant despite
variations in the L. T. Battery Voltage. It
guarantees improved valve performance
and increased valve life through always
operating valves at their proper filament
temperature. Simplifies wiring, panel de-
sign, valve control, tuning. Eliminates bhand
rheostats. Do not confuse with fixed fila-
ment r s which pt to imitate
AMPERITE but are entircly different im
principle and operation. Insist upon
AMPERITE. For sale by all dealers.
Price § /-, complete with mounting.
Write for FREE " Amperite Book” of season’s
best circuits and latest construction data.
DISTRIBUTED BY
ROTHERMEL RADIO CORP.
OF GT. BRITAIN, LTD.
24 Maddox Street London, W-1
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The "SELF-ADJUSTING" Rhcastat:

LAKER ¥asts
are 100 per cent. efficient

They are made by engineers and
supplied . to H.M. Government,
the B.B.C., and to Colonial and
foreign stations throughout the
world. There are 50,000 ** Laker ”
Masts in daily use. By mass
production we are able to offer a
wonderfully efficient and hand-
some Steel mast at the extra-
ordinarily low price of 226
complete, as illustrated. Send 1,6
extra for ‘part carriage. We pay
the rest. Buy a Laker Mast for
good reception.

Laker & Co., Engineers,
BeckenuaM, Kent

STEEL 22,6

30 ft.

MAST
| GOOD PANEL TRANSFERS |
‘ Ask your dealer for the

“KOMPLETE” BRAND

6d. per packet of over 150 wordings, or 8d |
post free from:

WEBB & YEO
82, Slain[oiRoad._NcwbiuLPir& ﬂordr. Es:cx_ _l

“The “RADIOLA BUREAU”

As Set described in this issue.

3 ft. high, Solld OQOak or
Mahogany,beautifully finished.
‘ In many sizes,

From £5 5 O
Sent on Approval Direct
from Factory.

No need to rebuild! Wil
take every Set and heaviest
batteries. Full Lists FREE.
PICKETT'S CABINET
{W.Con.) O R KS.
BEXLEYHEATH,KENT.

masssssees3IsERERSEE
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/
Fresh as the Dawn
CU&?‘y momuty

A permanent source of H.T.
supply that re-charges itself
while you sleep!

No matter bow much you use it—night after
night, week in and week out—the standard
self- gencratmg Leclanche battery will provide
our set with,abundant H.T. supply.

{nthusmsts everywhere are loud in its praise,
and they have good cause to be!

1t brings constant, permanent, unfailing H.T.
current at a price within the reach of all. The
secret . IT RE-CHARGES ITSELF
OVERNIGHT.

9 Takethe first step by sending
for FREE Booklet describing every
detail for installing and maintaining
this super-cfficient and money-saving

bauely

alvesets [3-5 valve Super sets: ; [
A.d 90 volts|sets, D.6. 108 | F.6.12€ volts - i §
i 25/ [*™37/31 69/6
.

DEFERRED TERMS ARRANGED.
ORDERS OF 10/- OR OVERCARRIAGE PAID.
(Dept. G)
WET HT. BATTERY CO.
12 Brownlow Street,London, W.C 1.
Stocked by Halford’s Cycle Stores.

STAMN2ART

‘,‘_“MANE~'
o e
= Yoy~ =
YheVital Power in Radio!
b= — — =]

M.B. 15 HEER

“EMACO” SEN D TU'DAY EMACO”

List No. 93. “EMACO™ CRAFTSMANSHIP
READY

CABINETS
MELODY MAKER 32/- EVERYMAN FOUR 56/8
ON 36/- THREESOME 16/8

NELS
SOLODYNE - - 98/« 1927 FIVE . . 58/
: Cabinets for all sets made.
ENTERPRISE, 11, CRAPE STREET, LONDON, W.C.2,

EMACO

,mymMIatalzfarDzyﬂattm
o —joinourService!
If your accumulators are serviceable let us
correctly recharge them. If not, hire ours—
High and Low Tension and both perfect,
trouble-free services.

Week 1y, fortmght!y or monthly deliveries any-
where within 12 miles of Charing Cross.
Particulars free on application.

RADIO SERVICE (London) LYD,,.
10§, Torriano Avenue, sl
Camden Road, N.W.5.  feRIEE

8

Phone: North 0623, 0524, 0625.

i**************%***ﬁ

%  ANOTHER GOOD %
% VALVE RACK &

A A A e A

EVEN if you cannot make a decent
soldered joint, you will be
able to make this rack. Tt
consists of just four pieces of wood,
two “ brass plates” to hang it up
by; and fourteen screws.
_ It is only when you have spent the
necessary few minutes in constructing
this little rack and in fixing it securely
to your ‘wall that you will begin to
appreciate the many virtues which
the innocent simplicity of its appear-
ance do not proclaim. You will
already have noticed, perhaps, that
the plate leg of each valve is placed
outermost, but, as a matter of fact,
you cannot get them on in any other
position.

The valves stand quite securely,
and can be placed just as close together
or as far apart as one desires. You
can make the rack in any size you
like, according to the extent of your
stock, there being only one measure-
ment you need bother about—the
quarter-inch thickness of the bars.

**********:‘t“*******i

ﬁ TWO' USEFUL HINTS §§

%‘ LS B S S ****%

MANYAOf us when we were small
boys at school probably won-
dered what earthly ' use we

should ever be able to find for the
curious problems concerning lines,
circles and plane figures by a gentle-
man named Euclid, or contained in
the geometry book which some years
ago replaced his immortal works,
Actually there are two propesitions,

_oné a problem and the other a

(Continued on page. 258.)
257
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PEERLESS
COMPONENT

THE PEERLESS NEUTRODYNE
CONDENSER

This component is neat In design and

robust in construction. Rotation of an
ebonite knob causes a circular brass
plate to move towards or away from a
fixed circular brass plate attached to a
disc of insulating material. Contact
between the two plates is prevented by
means of a thin Insulated disc placed
between them. The fixed plate is
attached to the centre of an insulated
washer, the latter being held in position
by a neat metal case which encloses
the plates. A metal sleeve is attached
to the case, and in conjunction with a
nut provides a means of fixing the com-
ponent to the panel after drilling a
single hole.

On test the minimum capacity was
found to be 3 micro-microfarads, while
the maximum ‘capacity was 22 micro-
mierofarads: .This is a satisfactory
range of capacities for neutralising all
types of receiving valves.

Panel Mounting - .
Baseboard Mounting -

2/6
3/-
THE- BEDFORD ELECTRICAL

AND RADIO CO., LTD.,
22 Campbell Rcad, BEDFORD.

LONDON: GLASGOW :
21 Bartlett’s Buildings, 113 St. Vincent Street,
Holbora Circus, E.C.4. CL8
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bﬁlmantatioﬁ
and Panels.

3. From milky sap to pliable
rubber.

OW we know no more the

milky fluid collected by the

native in the plantation.
It has set, junket-like, in the
tanks. Now it is removed in
slabs and put through powerful
roller machines to express the
impure serum.

It is only the purest of the long,
thin sheets which result that are
selected for the manufacture of
Resiston Panels. The slightest
flaw—and it will never become
Resiston.

Look .at a Resiston Panel
Examine it closely. Not the
slightest impediment will you find,
marrving its beautiful surface.
Nowhere a flaw to be scen pre-
judicing its great strength. For
every Resiston Panel is as mear
perfect as it is possible to make it.
In insulation. In colour per-
manence. In dielectric comstant.
Fit Resiston to your Set and know
that your panzl is right. Ash
your Dealer—he knows. .

Resiston Panels come in 13

stock sizes in_black and Ma-
hogany-grained. From6 in.x9 in.
in black, 3/5, to 8 in. x 30 in.
Mahogany-grained 19/-.

Advt. Amzrican Hard Rubber Co., Ltd., 13a, Fore St. E.€

N

TWO USEFUL HINTS
—continued from page 257

theorem, which can be ever-present
helps in time of trouble to the wire-
less constructor.

The first of these concerns the find-
ing the centre of a circle. -You may
desire to drill in an ivorine disc to
be used as a scale of a wave-meter a

January, 1928

at which these two straight lines cut
one another is the centre of the circle.

Now for the second case. You are
squaring up an ebonite panel, a sheet
of metal or a piece of wood, and either
you have no set-square or it has
hidden itself, as set-squares will. Our
friend Euclid made, more than two
thousand years ago, the discovery that
in a right-angled. triangle the square
on the side opposite to the right-
angle is equal to the sum of the

The top two lines are
the fico ¢ chords.”
The lengths of these
do not vary the
accuracy of the man-
ocuvre and they do
not even have to be
of similar dimen-
sions so long as the
ends just meet as
shown.

Fre.l

b
3

FINDING THE CENTRE

L.022.

central hole to admit the spindle of a
variable condenser, the centre of the
disc is not marked. Or, in making
the layout of a panel you may have
moved condenser dials about on a

squares on the two other sides. If
you want to see whether a corner is
square or not you can do so with
consummate ease with the aid of
this proposition. On one of the

&

&

8
‘T e reason why
3 "

el

lengths of 3 in.,

4 in. and 5 in. are

used is simply that

the square of five is

equal to the square

of three plus that
of four,

-

A = 4 =
Fre.2.

SQUARING WITHOUT A SET SQUARE. 4 go3|

aPa
P2

piece of paper until the most conveni-
ent positions have been found. You
trace round them with a pencil ; you
wish to find the centre. Or again,
you may have a scale comprising only
a portion of the circumference of a
circle, and you wish to locate the
centre for the purpose of drilling a
hole for a spindle. Here is the
simplest way of doing so. Draw in
two chords as shown in Fig. 1. Find
the mid-point of each of these
and from it draw a straight line at
right-angles to the chord. The point
258

straight edges make a scriber-mark
exactly 4 in. from the corner ; on the
other make a mark exactly 3 in.
from the corner. If the corner is a
true' right-angle, a line joining the
two marks that you have made will
be exactly 5 in. in length. There is

- no need to draw this line; you can

measure the distance between the
two points without doing so. Shonld
the line AB be less than 5 in. in
length the corner is less than a
right-angle ; if it is more than 5 in.
it is greater.
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’ 3
;E A BLACK STAIN FOR 3;
;E WOODEN PANELS ;;
e R R e

UITE a number of radio amateurs
employ wooden panels, not
necessarily for actual radio set

use, but for supporting instruments
and components which may be used
for testing purposes. ¢ Such panels
often serve their purposes very well,
but generally they have not a good
appearance, simply because they are
wooden ones.

Naturally, the way to get over
this objection which accompanies
the use of all wooden panels and
instrument hoards is to stain the
surface of the wood black, in order
to imitate as closely as possible
the appearance of ebonite.  Most
black stains, however, contain lamp-
black as their basic ingredient, and
thus, lampblack being composed of
finely-ground carbon, a wooden panel
or board stained black with the aid
of such a staining preparation would
probably set up excessive current
leakages across the surface of the
woodwork.

Matt or Polished

A non-conducting stain, however,
may be prepared as follows :

Mix the following ingredients (ﬁnely
ground) in the proportxons (by weight)
given below.

Ground shellac, two parts; pow-
dered borax, five parts; glycerine,
two parts; water, twenty parts.

After these materials have been
well mixed together, and the shellac
almost completely dissolved (if neces-
sary, after heating the liquid), add
to the mixture ten parts of finely-
grount! aniline black (obtainable from
any paint shop) and stir thoroughly.

For use, the resulting preparation
should be painted over the surface
of the woodwork rather sparingly
with a soft brush. ~ Apply three or
four coats altogether, but allow ample
time for each coat to dry before
putting on the next.

The result will be a wooden panel
or instrument board which will have
a dead matt surface something like
the inside of a good camera. If,
however, a polished appearance is
required, a single thin coating of
clear varnish will bring about the
desired result.

A semi-matt appearance can also
be imparted to the dull black wood-
work by rubbing it over witha soft
rag which has previously been satu-
rated with olive or sweet oil.

THe WireLESs CONSTRUCTOR

~else the bridge nught be wwdwd

Thes> five features are
exclusive to BEN-

JAMIN Valve Holders:

1 Valve sockets and
springs are made in
ome picce with nojoints
or rwuets to wark loose
and cause faulty con-
nections.

2 Valves are free to float
in every direction.

3 Valves can be inserted
and removed easily and
safely.

4 Valve legs cannot bos-
sibly foul the baseboard.

5 Both terminals and
soldering tags are
provided.

BENJAMIN
BATTERY SWITCH

For sheer simplicity,
usefuinecs and relfa-
bility the BENJAMIN
Battery Switch hss not
yet been equalled.

Nothing to set out of

order. Nothing to
break. Measures only
12" top to bottom. The
metal parts are mickel-
piated, of course, and
soldering tags are built
in. It’s off when it’s in.

Price 1/-
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IT JUST shows you how serious vibration
can be. Soldiers marching across a
bridge are given the order to break step.
If they kept in step their marching would
create a regular vibration that might
wreck the bridge!

Yet there are still thousands of radio men

who mount their valves in old-fashioned
or inefliciently sprung valve-holders, so that the
rhythmical street vibration reaches the delicate
filaments. And then they wonder that their
valves have short lives!
Only BENJAMIN anti-microphonic Valve-holders will
effectively prevent every quiver of vibration, every shock
from reaching the vital filament. Bring your set up-to-date,
make your reception purer and treble the life of your valves
by fitting BENJAMIN anti-microphonic Valve-holders in
every stage.

Antl—Mlcrophomc

VALVE HOLDERS

THE BENJAMIN ELECTRIC LTD.

Brantwood Works, Tariff Road, Tottenham, N.17.
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the B.B.C.
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HE British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion seems to be slowly spread-
ing .its activities beyond the

limits of actual broadeasting, the
latest indication of this extension
being the ““ B.B.C. Handbook, 1928,”
a neatly bound and clearly printed
volume, a copy of which lies before
us. It can be said at once that this
is a most interesting and useful pro-
duction, the price heing remarkably
low for the quality and quantity
given.

Comprehensive Book

The book apparently is an attempt
by those who conduct the broad-
casting service to explain to the
general public just -what they are
doing, how they do it, and the motives
which actuate them throughout. In
some four. hundred pages (or perhaps
one should say ‘three hundred after
subtracting the advertisements). al-
most every aspect of broadcastmg 18
covered, the volume opening with a
ioreword by the Earl of Clarendon,
and a ‘very comprehenswe intro-’
_duction, bv Sir J.CW. Reith. I‘ol
lowing - the introduction’ we' find a

series of artieles on’ Protrrammes,
Engineering, “Publicity, ~ “ Side-
lights,” and ‘the “Wireless. Trade.

There is also a lengthy article pur-.
porting to " explain the Regional
Scheme, but leaving the reader at
the end of its perusal in a thoroughly
befogged state! This particular article
is commented upon elsewhere in the
current issue.

'THE B.B.C.”S OWN BOOK

A review of a recent publication that reveals what
is doing, and the underlying motives.

R

0

R
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Perhaps the most interesting sec-
tion for readers of this journal is/that
whlch comes uuder the general title
of ‘ Engineering.” Transmltters,
studio construction and technique,
microphone ‘amplifiers, and so forth,
are all clearly explained, and.a number
of articles under the heading of
“ Reception ”’ cover such mafters as
the broadcast receiving set, methods
of reception, telephones ‘md loud
speakers, and the like.

In the article entitled “ The
Broadcast Receiving Set,” the author
issues an obsolete warning against
ebonite panels, and says they sh.ould
be * preferably with a matt finish.”

Surely anyone connected with the
B.B.C. technical department should

know by now that the majority of .

panels sold have a highly polished
surface, the polish - being non-con-
ducting and completely free from the
metalliccompound which characterised
the finish on the earlier sheets of
ebonite. Indeed, it is grave injustice
to panel manufactuxers to_suggest
that their polishied panels are inferior.

Polished Panels Superior

Actually, polished panels are in near-
ly all cases superior to matt, while it is
much more difficult to put good polish
on an inferior grade of ebonite than
on a -good one. The greatest pro-
tection the home constructor can have

against inferjor ebonite is to buy a

ready-cut panel of one of the well-
known brands.
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. There is other evidence in the
“article that the writer is not so fully
acquamted “with . his subjcct as. he
Inight be.- One paragraph is particu-
]arly misteading.” It reads as follows :
“ The set may be fitted with a volume
control. If, when the set is properly
tuned, the volume given is too great
t‘ns may be reqluced by adjusting the
\ volu.me _control ; in no case should the
volume ' be - ~reduced by detumnnr
(The italics are ours).
" Although perhaps not mtended this
gertainly suggests to the rcader that
" he does w rong by 1cducm" his. volume
By detuning, whcleas in a very large
number of -scts this is a very effec-
tive, safe, apd convenicnt way. Some
sets are fitted with a type of volume
control - which accompanies the re-
ductlon by . distortion, and in such
sets it is often  preferable to control
~vohune - by dctmun;, ~t]m1)1 by_the
pccml "volumc control ”-provided:

PN

=g A Valuable Section

'lhesc are minor cnthnsms howevcr,
and there is.a meat (chl of va.lu(g
mterest and hclp to every listener in
‘ﬂi’c voliune. We would particularly
recommend it to readers ~of the
WikeLess CoxsTrucror who are.
fond of listening to distant gx’ca’aons,
for there is a section entitled © Foreign
Identification Panels,” which pro-
vides most va]u‘lble information on
the distant statlons, giving not -only
wave-length, frequency and’ power, _
but the approximate distance” from
London, the call sign, 1nterva‘ 31gnals,
methods of annouucmg,‘ “typical
‘phrases, and any other peculiarities
which help to identify the station.
This section alone fully warrants the
price charged for the whole book.

We congratulate tlie. British Broad-
casting Corporatnon on producing
such a well-printed, illustrated and’
edited volume.
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T is the casiest thing in the world, when lying
back in your chair with your feet on the
fender and your eyes half closed, to imagine
your JBrowil Loud Speaker is the singer himself.
It is only when you rouse yourself and look
about you that you are certain you are still alone.

It is a habit of the J3r0Wn to make itself heard
without making itself obvious. Some people
call it “the loud speaker that isn’t.” They say
it is a loud speaker that doesn’t let you know
it. Which, of course, is the highest tribute
they can pay it.

If you have never heard the JB5rOWIl Universal
Loud Speaker there is a thrilling experience in
store for you. When, some evening you are
alone, you turn out the light and draw your
chair to the fire, its uncanny realism will stir
vour very soul.

JExown Universal.
Your Uealer will be quite proul to S. G. BROWN, LTD.. W
demonstrale it to you. Drice L0, AveeiNor NEAC I I d?.l::
W Showrnoms : 19, Mortie
mer St., W.1 3 15 Moorficlds,
Liverpool ; 67, High St.
Southampton. Whalesale
Depots throughout the country

@ 4906
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The ONLY Transformer

r I \HE new R.l. and Varley Straight Line Super Trans-
former is the only Transformer which has succeeded
in combining real efficiency with almost universal

application.  As a simple transformer it is second to none.

The iron content of this model is considerably greater than

in other transformers, and further the iron used is of special

grade, much higher in permeability, and lower in core losses
than was hitherto obtainable. Some idea of what has been
achieved can be gauged from the fact that at 50 cycles its
inductance is 122 henries, and at 500 cycles, 123 henries.

The remarkable curve, taken by the National Physical

Laboratory under normal working conditions, shows its

amplification to be practically a straight line from 100 to 6,000

cycles, with exceptionally good results even as low as 20 cycles.

The R.I. and Varley Straight Line Super Transtormer has no
less than twelve applications in addition to that of a simple
transformer, one of which makes possible for the first time the
new Balanced Inductance method of L.F. Intervalve Coupling.

This new Transformer is in no way a multi-ratio component [
in the same sense as our famous Mulli-Ratio Transformer, A
in that this Super Transformer is suitable for valves with
widely varying impedances. Reference to the diagrams—
supplied with each instrument—shows that this Super Trans- |

1
!

[T€ Pt |

Full particulars
grams of the thirteen different
applications of our new Super

with dia-

Transformer are supplied
with each instrument.

former is suitable for use with modern high magnification [T THl

valves, and that, in addition, both the new method of a4 exact reproduction of this
Balanced Inductive Coupling as well as efficient L.F. Choke Voltage =~ Ampliication-Fre
Coupling can be obtained with this component. ‘of 'the National  Physical

Laboratory will be found in
our illustrated 16-page Leaflet
C.17 (free on application).
Our new Booklet * Low
Frequenc Amplification ”
(Price 1/< fn es valuable up-

Write for the R.1. and Vartey to-date information on al

Catalogue, giving full particu- forms of L.F. Intervalve

tars of our new products. Coupling.
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